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NEWS and VIEWS 

Prof. Eric Ashby: Australia,n Scientific Attache to 
the U.S.S.R. 
PROF. ERIC ASHBY, professor of botany in the 

University of Sydney, has been appointed scientific 
attaChe, with rank of counsellor, to the Australian 
Legation in Moscow, for about a year. Prof. Ashby's 
6ppointment; has' been made in order to establish 
contact with leaders of science in the U.S.S.R., and 
particularly with those working on problems of 
mutual interest to that country and Australia. Since 
Prof. Ashby's appointment to the chdir at Sydney 
in1938,he has established himself in Australia as a 
first-class man of science and organizer. ' He was 
chairman of the Australian National Research Council 
during ,1940-42 and is honorary scientific adviser 
to the Australian Department of War Organization 
and to the Scientific Liaison Bureau. He is well 
acquainted with the scientific resources of Australia, 
for in 1942 he carried out a survey of them for 
'the Prime Minister. In his own botanical researches 
he has made a special study of crop development. 
Therefore it is ' clear that 'the Australian Government 
has made a very wise choice for its first scientific 
attache to the U.S.S.R. Prof. Ashby is now staying 
in Britain for a short time, before proceeding to 
Moscow., It is possible to get in touch with him by 
communicating with the Editors of Nature. 

Tropical Medicine at liverpool 
LIEUT.-COLONEL B. G. MAEGRAITH, who is at 

present in c4arge of the Army Malaria Research Unit, 
has succeeded, at the age of thirty-seven, the late 
Prof. Warrington Yorke in the Alfred Jones chair of 
tropical medicine at the Liverpool School of Tropical 
Medicine. After graduating at the University of 
Adelaide in 1930, Prof. Maegraith went to Oxford 
as a Rhodes Scholar and there took his B.Sc., D.Phil. 
and M.A. He was awarded a Beit Fellowship and 

, became fellow of Exeter College and tutor in physio
logy. Later, he acted as dean of the Oxford Univer
sity Medical SchooL Earlier in the War he served 
all consulting physician and assistant director of 
pathology in the West African Command and there 
studied, with Brigadier G. M. Findlay and N. H. 
Martin, the factors present in tissues ,and blood which 
may produce or inhibit lysis of the blood cells. In 
Australia, Prof. Ma.egraith had made a hrematological 
study of the aborigines, and later he studied hremo
lysis. 

Physical Anthropology at Oxford 
DR. J. S. WEINER has been appointed to the reader

ship in physical anthropology at the University of 
Oxford. Before the War he was engaged in a study 
of the physiological characteristics of the Bantu 
people, . with special reference to heat tolerance and 
vitamin C nutrition. More recently he has been con
cerned with war-time problems of acclimatization. 
Dr. Weiner's appointment marks a new orientation 
in the development of physical anthropology in 
Great Britain. While in the past the subject has 
been mainly confined to the statistical study of purely 
morphological variations in skeletal dimensions, its 
future development is likely to be concerned with 
such practical problems as racial variations in physio
logical efficiency. 

Harrison Memorial Prize for 1944 
THE consisting of the presidents 

'of the Chemical SOCIety, the Royal Institute of 
Chemistry, the Society of Chemical Industry and the 
PHarmaceutical Society, has awarded the Harrison 
Memorial for t.o Dr. Leslie F. ' Wiggins, 

the Umversity of Blrmmgham, in recognition of 
hIS researches on transformation products of the 
'hexose sugars. ' His originality and resource, combined 
-v?th exceptional experimental skill in these investiga
'tions, have opened new fields of theoretical interest. 
Much of this work holds promise of practical develop
ment along novel lines. 

U.S. National Academy of Sciences 
Elections 

THE following elections to the U.S. National 
Academy of Sciences were made at the 1944 Annual 
Meeting: 

Members. Prof. Thomas Addis, professor of 
medicine, Stanford University Medical School San 

; Dr. Charles Armstrong, 
surgeon ill the Umted States National Institute of 
Health, .Maryland; Prof. Philip Bard, 
professor of medICme, Johns Hopkins University 
School of Medicine, Baltimore, Maryland ; Prof. 
G. W. Beadle,professor of biology, Stanford Univer
sity, . California; Prof. Hans A. Bethe, professor of 
physICS, Cornell University, Ithaca, New York; 
Prof. Edward U. Condon, Westinghouse Research 
Laboratory, East Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania ; Dr. 
George O. Curme, jun., Carbide and Carbon Chemical 
CorI?oration, New York, N.Y. ; Dr. HughL. Dryden, 
NatIOnal Bureau of Standards, Washington, D.C.; 
Dr. CarlO. Dunbar, Yale University New Haven 

Prof. Vincent du Vigne'aud, professo; 
of bIOchemIstry, Cornell University Medical College, 
New. York, Prof. Ja:mes Franck, professor of 
phYSICS, Umversity of ChIcago, Chicago, Illinois; 

R:eynold .Fuson, professor of chemistry, 
Umversity of IllmOls, Urbana, Illinois; Prof. Edwin 

Hart,. of chemistry; Univer
SIty of Wlsconsm, MadIson, Wisconsin; Prof. Selig 
Hecht, professor of zoology, Columbia University, 
New York, N.Y.; Mr. Alfred H. Joy, Mt. Wilson 
Observatory, Pasadena, California; Prof. Esper 

jun., professor of petrology, Harvard 
Umverslty, Cambridge, Massachusetts; the Rev. 
James B. Macelwane, S.J., director of the Institute 
Of. Geophysics, St. .Louis University, St. Louis, 
Mi?BOur1 ; Leonard A. Maynard, professor of 
anImal nutrItIOn, Cornell University, Ithaca, New 
York; Prof. Barbara McClintock, Department of 
Genetics, Carnegie Institution of Washington . Cold 
Spring Harbor, Long Island, New York; Prof: C. R. 
Moore, professor of zoology, Univer<Jity of Chicago 
Chicago, Illinois; Prof. Alfred S. Romer, professo; 
of zoology of vertebrate palreontology, 
Harvard Umverslty, Cambridge, Massachusetts' 
Prof. Louis B. Sl.ichter, professor of geophysics: 
Massachusetts InstItute of Technology, Cambridge, 

; . Lee I. professor of organic 
ch,emIstry, Umversity of Mmnesota., Minneapolis, 
Mmnesota; Prof. Don M. Yost, professor of inorganio 
chemistry! Institute of Technology, Pasa. 
dena, Cah.forma; Prof. Oscar Zariski, professor of 
mathematlCs, Johns Hopkins University, Baltimore, I 
Maryland. 

Foreign Ass?ciate8: Sir Edward Bailey, director 
of the GeologIcal Survey of Great ,Britain; Prof. 
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Leopold Ruzicka, Department,of OrganilJ Chemistry, 
Institute of Technology, Zuric}:t .. 

Presentation of Medal and other Awards 
At· the same meeting, the following medal and 

other awards were presented:. . 
Daniel Giraud Elliot Gold Medal and Certificate 

annually to the author of an outstanding 
paper essay or other work on some 'branch of zoology 
or paLeontology), to Prof. Malcolm R. Irwin of the 
University of Wisconsin,. for his .work. 
genetic Studies of SpecIes RelatIOnshIps In Col
umbidae" (J. Gen.) (for 1938); Prof. John H. 
Northrop, Rockefeller Institute Re· 
8Oarch, Princeton, New Jersey, for hIS work 
line Enzymes: the Chemistry .of Pepo:in, and 
Bacteriophage" (Jessup Lectures,Columbia Umver
sity Press) (for 1939); Prof. William B. Scott . of 
Princeton University, for his work "The MammalIan 
.Fauna of the White River Oligocene. Part IV. 
Artiodactyia" (Trans. Amer. Phil. Soc.) (for 1940). 
. Mary Clark Thompson Gold 
alUlUally. for the most important serVICes durIng the 
period in geology and pal<.eontology), to Prof. Edward 
W. Berry of Johns Hopkins University, for 
standing contributions to knowledge of the MeSOZOIC 
and Cenozoic floras of ' North, Central and South 
America and the Antilles, in their relations to strati
graphy, 'the ecOlogy and geographic of 
past floras, and the' evolution of the dIfferent .groups 
of flowering plants (for 1942); Dr. G. 
of the American Museum of Natural HIstory, for hIS 
outstanding contributions in the field of 
pal<.eontology, including a study of the MesozoIC 
mammals, and distinction as a field collector, system. 
atic paLeontologist and original thinker broad 
problems of evolution (for 1943); Dr. WIllIam ;r. 
Arkell formerly of New College, Oxford, now with 
the Ministry of Transport, for his 
tributions to pal<.eontology and geology, mcludmg 
intensive studies of stratigraphic units of different 
geologic age in widely separate regi?ns, British 
Jurassic faunas, the history of the regIOn of Great 
Britain in Jurassic times, pal<.eoecology, the late 
Neogene history of t?e Nile region,. other ser
vices, all leading to lmportant publIcatIOns. 

Ordnance .Distinguished Service Award of 
Ordnance Department, United States Army .. ThIS 
was presented to the o.f 
"in recognition of outstandIng and merItorIOUS sOlen
tific services in war and peace, for the development, 
.manufactur; and maintenance of Ordnance material". 
The award was authorized on July 20, 1944, and was 
presented by Major.General G. M. Barnes, chief of 
the Research and Development Service Ordnance 
Department. 

Textile Industries at the University of Leeds 
THE steady expansion of the wool textile industry 

of Great Britain up to 1914 was based on the lead 
given by early textile in:,entors, by the unique 
skill acquired by succeSSIve generatIOns of craftsmen. 
A great structure had been on. a. 
of simple empiricism; but the IndustrIalIst was stIll 
applying imperfectly processes . to a 
material of unknown compOSItIOn and propertIes. As 
the training of textile technologists was in the hands 
of craftsmen with neither scientific training .nor 
research experience, there could be no hope of break
ing the vicions circle of empiricism until scientific 

workers were persuaded to, make a study of textile 
materials and proceSljes. A. first step in this directio}). 
was taken. by the Department of Textile Industries 
of the University of Leeds in 1919, when a lecturer 
in textile chemistry was appointed. From this small 
beginnillg it was hoped in time to build up s:uoh a 
body of knowledge that textile technology would be 
transformed into an applied science. This, in turn, 
. was intended to provide the Department with a staff 
of technologists having scientific as well as technical 
qualifications; to create a. bond between science and 
the industry by giving its recruits a combined train
ing in science and technol?gy;. and . to . provide 
industrial research laboratorIes WIth sOlentific me}). 

. trained in the methods of. research on textile materials 
and processes. 

All these aims have now been achieved, Qwing to the 
rapid expansion of the research section of the Depart
ment since 1928, when the Worshipful Company of 
Clothworkers made a grant of £3,000 a year for 
research purposes. The grant made it possible to 
appoint a lecturer (now reader) in textile physics (Dr. 
W. T. Astbury) and two research assistants, besides 
providing a number of scholarships and fellowships 
for research workers drawn from the science depart
ments of the universities. Dr. Astbury's work has 
since been supported by the Rockefeller Trustees, 
and that of the Textile Chemistry Section by a 
number of organizations and firIllS. Both the Textile 
Physics and Textile Chemistry have been 
responsible for important advances 111 pure and 
applied science, and, excluding staff, there are now 
twenty-seven research workers in the Department. 
Its interests cover the whole field of high polymers, 
from cellulose and the proteins to plastics and syn
thetic fibres, from biology to technology. A craft 
has been carried to the forefront of the applied sciences 
in a single generation. 

Needless to say, such rapid expansion has brought 
difficulties in its train. In a Department which was 
originally non-scientific, the difficulty of providing 
accommodation for research workers was always 
acute, and is now intensified by the needs of the 
technological staff. Every spare room has been con· 
verted into a laboratory, an army hut has been 
brought into service, and temporary accommodation 
has been provided in one of the laboratories of the 
sister Department of Colour Chemistry and Dyeing. 
The time has now come to consolidate the position, 
to collect together scattered groups of research 
workers and to provide research facilities for the 
technological staff. Two schemes of reorganization 
are proposed at a total cost of £22,000, towards 
which Messrs. Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., 
Dyestuffs Division, and the Tootal Broadhurst Lee 
Co., Ltd., have each made donations of £2,500. 

The International Setting of Reconstruction 
UNDER the general title "Looking Forward", the 

Royal Institute of International Affairs is publishing 
a series of pamphlets on the international aspeots 
of reconstruction, which are intended to stimulate 
thought and discussion, and to aim at presenting 
problems rather than to solve them. In the first 
of these, "Britain and the World" (Pp. 60. Is. net), 
the Hon. H. A. Wyndham gives an outline of recon· 
struction problems; the general background in Europe 
and the Middle East, and such factors as freedom of 
trade and migration in the nineteenth century and 
up to 1939 are discussed in the first part, and Britain's 
position in the post.war world is considered in the 
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