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Komarov's first major work was a "Flora of 
Manchuria", published in three volumes during 
1901-7. His second big work was "An Introduction 
to the Flora of China and of Mongolia", published in 
1908; and his third great contribution to science is 
his "Flora of the Kamchatka Peninsula", which 
appeared in three volumes during 1927-30. Apart 
fro:r;n these works, Komarov has published a de
scription of his travels through Kamchatka, and a 
number of essays on the botany and geography of 
the Far East. ·The publication of the "Flora of the 
U.S.S.R." was begun in 1934 under Komarov's direct 
supervision. It runs into twenty or so volumes and 
contains a description of all plants known to exist 
on the territory of the U.S.S.R. 

Komarov adds public activities to his scientific 
work. He is a deputy of the Supreme Soviet of the 
U.S.S.R. and a member of the Far East Territorial 
Executive Committee. During the German invasion, 
Komarov went to Sverdlovsk, where he organized the 
Commission for Mobilising the Resources of the Urals, 
Westem Siberia and Kazakhstan for war needs. 
For its work the Commission was awarded the Stalin 
Prize in 1942. Komarov has been awarded the title 
of Hero of Socialist Labour, the Order of Lenin, 
and the Hammer" and Sickle Gold Medal, for outstand- · 
ing scientific work and his service in the organization 
of Soviet scientific institutions. The Academy of 
Sciences is to publish a biography and selected works 
of Komarov ; it is also establishing in the Academy 
of Sciences an annual Komarov Prize of 20,000 
roubles for the best work in botany, and eight 
Komarov fellowships in botany at the Universities 
of Leningrad and Moscow and the Botanical Institute 
of the Academy of Sciences. A children's home 
named after Komarov is to be opened in Moscow 
for children of scientific workers who perished at the 
front during the present War. 

Chair of Zoology at University College, Cardiff: 
Prof. James Brough 

AT the opening of the present session, Prof. James 
Brough entered upon his new duties as professor of 
zoology and comparative anatomy in University 
College, Cardiff, a post upon which distinction had 
been conferred by the personality and prosperous 
tenure of the late Prof. W. M. Tattersall. The 
appointment is an interesting one, because Brough's 
honours degree, taken at Armstrong College, New
castle upon Tyne, was in geology, and his published 
researches are almost entirely palreontological. But 
he has used his geological knowledge with the 
avowed and persistent aim of interpreting the 
evolutionary .history of the bony fishes, and his 
researches have already thrown new light on that 
difficult problem and have proved to be of funda
mental importance for the study of the Palreoniscids. 
To further these studies he has travelled far and wide, 
adding to his material by collecting in South Mrica 
and Rhodesia, in the Austrian Alps, in northem 
Italy and .in Spitsbergen, studying in London and 
Edinburgh, in Stockholm, Paris, Frankfort and :Milan. 
His zoological knowledge, reinforced by his palreonto
logy and his own vivid personality, gave verve and 
imagination to his teaching in the Department of 
Zoology in the University of Edinburgh, from which 
he proceeded to Cardiff, and in his earlier post in 
the University of Manchester. During the War, he 
has assisted the Ministry of Food by acting as insect 
infestation inspector for the south-east district of 
Scotland. Dr. Brough's interest in educational 

methods and his researches, with which must be 
linked the studies in the early history of the Amphibia 
so successfully followed by his wife (Dr. Margaret 
Steen), promise well for the continued prosperity of 
the Department of Zoology at Cardiff. 

Prof. Frank Goldby 
PROF. FRANK GoLDBY, Elder professor of anatomy 

in the University of Adelaide, has been appointed 
to the chair of anatomy at St. Mary's Hospital 
Medical School, London. Goldby entered Caius 
College, Cambridge, as Tancred Student and Scholar 
in 1920 and obtained first-class honours in Part I and 
Part II (Anatomy) of the Natural Sciences Tripos. 
In 1923 he was awarded the Frank Smart Research 
Studentship and spent a further year in Cambridge 
working under the direction of Prof. J. T. Wilson. 
His clinical studies were pursued at King's College 
Hospital, London, where he came under the iniiuence 
of Kinnier Wilson. He qualified M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. 
in 1925, M.B., B.Ch. in 1927 and M.R.C.P. in 1928. 
During these years he held various residential 
appointments at his hospital, including the post of 
assistant pathologist. 

In 1931, largely on the advice of Elliot Smith, 
Goldby became demonstrator of anatomy at Univer
sity College; London, and in 1932 he went to Hong 
Kong as lecturer in charge of the Anatomy Depart
ment during the absence on leave of Prof. Shellshear. 
In 1933 he returned to Cambridge as demonstrator 
of anatomy, and, when Prof. H. A. Harris, of Univer
sity College, London, succeeded Prof. J. T. Wilson 
in .1934, Goldby was promoted to a University lecture
ship in anatomy and was elected fellow and after
wards steward of Queens' College. In 1937, on the 
return of Prof. Wood Jones to Manchester, Goldby 
was elected to the Elder chair of anatomy in the 
University of Adelaide. Prof. Goldby's researches have 
been mainly in the field of neurology, and range from 
epibranchial placodes in the head region of the 
sparrow, over the cerebral hemispheres of the reptile 

. to the visual pathway in mammals. In 1936 his 
thesis on "The Experimental Investigation of the 
Cerebral Hemispher!JS of Lacerta viridis" gained him 
the Cambridge M.D. and the Raymond Horton 
Smith Prize. 

Dr. Murray Macgregor 
THE Clough Memorial Medal of the Edinburgh 

Geological Society for the years 1943-44 has been 
awarded to Dr. Murray Macgregor in recognition of 
his outstanding contributions to the geology of Scot
land and in particular of the Scottish coalfields. 
During Dr. Macgregor's long service on the Geo
logical Survey in Scotland, where he has been in 
charge since 1925, his main task . as a worker and 
administrator has been connected with the geology of 
the Scottish coalfield area. In his extensive series of 
original contributions in this sphere, his presidential 
address to the Geological Spciety of Glasgow in 1927, 
entitled "Scottish Carboniferous Stratigraphy", was 
an outstanding work. Dr. Macgregor hM achieved 
conspicuous success in organizing increasingly de
tailed work' on Scottish mineral deposits and in pro
moting close collaboration with the mining and 
industrial community. He has thus been in a position 
to give authoritative advice to the .Scottish Coalfield 
Committee, appointed by the Secretary of State for 
Scotland in 1942, and to make important contribu· 
tions to this Committee's report, now in course of 
publication. Dr. Macgregor has also made valuable 
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British Rheologists' Club contributions to the geology of the rocks of the High
lands and of the glacial deposits of central Scotland, 
and he played a. big part in the preparation of the 
Scottish exhibits for the opening of the new Geo
logical Museum in London in 1935. 

British Empire Cancer Campaign 
AT ·a recent meeting, the British Empire Cancer 

Campaign allocated a sum of £39,000 for-the continua
tion of cancer research during the calendar year 1945. 
This sum compares with grants totalling nearly 
£36,000 for the present year. The principal grants 
are as follows: £10,613 to the Royal Cancer Hospital 
(Free), including the Chester Beatty Research 
Institute ; £8,000 to the Middlesex Hospital ; £3,500 
to St. Bartholomew's Hospital ; £1,800 to the London 
Hospital; £2,743 to Mount Vernon Hospital and 
the Radium Institute ; £850 to St. Mark's Hospital, 
City Road; £1,100 to the Marie Curie Hospital; 
£120 to the Bristol University Cancer Research Com
mittee ; £2,300 to the Cambridge University Cancer 
Research Centre; £1,740 to the Oxford University 
Cancer Research Centre; £1,125 to Westminster 
Hospital; and £5,165 for the expenses of cancer 
research at the Glasgow Royal Cancer Hospital, 
University of Glasgow, Institute of Animal Genetics 
of the University of Edinburgh, University College, 
Nottingham and St. Thomas's Hospital. These 
grants are additional to independent expenditure on 
cancer research by the autonomous branches of the 
British Empire Cancer Campaign in Birmingham, 
Yorkshire, Lancashire, Cheshire, North Wales, North
umberland, Cumberland and Durham. 

Pest Control in French North Africa 
A RECENT publication (" Les Nouvelles Methodes 

Insecticides et Les Epidemics." By Dr. A. L. Lepigre. 
Centre Nationale de Ia Recherche Scientifique, 
Algiers) describes what is being done to reduce losses 
at the ports, in the marshalling yards and in the 
agricultural depots in French North Africa, resulting 
from infestation by insects and rats. The loss of 
potatoes caused by the tuber moth is stated to exceed 
50 per cent within three . months of harvesting, most 
of which loss is preventable by fLimigation. Dr. A. L. 
Lepigre, whose pioneer work on the fumigants 
ethylene oxide and methyl bromide is well known, 
describes the fumigants and methods now in use in 
the eight large official stations for desinsectisation 
in Algiers, and the possibility of using vacuum and 
mobile chambers. Ethylene oxide, hydrogen cyanide 
and methyl bromide are recommended ; but it seems 
that ethylene oxide is not available in Algiers at 
present. Chlorpicrin, once highly favoured by the 
French authorities, is described as being too un
pleasant. A brief account of these fumigants is given, 
and special interest is attached to the statement that 
ethylene oxide is bactericidal as well as insecticidal, 
and as such is probably more effective than formalin 
or sulphur dioxide. 

The need for specialists trained in fumigation prac
tice is specially stressed. Loss of lives by typhus, and 
loss of foodstuffs and other commodities, still occur 
on a large scale, losses which can on Dr. Lepigre's 
showing be prevented if the organization of trained 
staff and equipment, which he describes, can be pro
vided. That is true of many military and civilian 
bases and depots apart from the North African
in India for example-but there is little prospect of 
effective action until trained practitioners are avail
able. 

THE fourth annual general meeting of the British 
Rheologists' Club was held at the University, Read
ing, on Saturday, October 21. The retiring president, 
Commander C. F. Goodeve, took the chair at the 
business meeting. The following were elected offLcers 
for the ensuing year: PretJident, Prof. E. N. da C. 
Andrade; Hon. ·Secretary, Dr. G. W. Scott-Blair; 
Hon. Treasurer, Dr. V. G. W. Harrison. The follow
ing were also elected to the Committee: Mr. R.· L. 
Brown, Dr. C. A. Maunder Foster; Dr. E. W. J. 
Mardles, Dr. L. R . G. Treloar. Dr. Scott-Blair 
reported an increase of more than ninety in the 
membership figures during the past year. There had 
been three general meetings, of which one had taken 
the form of a week-end conference. This had led to 
closer co-operation between rheologists working in 
numerous fields. The Committee especially welcomed 
the newly established contacts with metallurgists. 
Very cordial relations existed with the (American) 
Society .of Rheology, and it was hoped in the near 
future to make contact with Soviet rheologists 
through the courtesy of the Embassy of the U.S.S.R. 
The business meeting was followed by a discussion 
on "Tack" introduced by Dr. N. 1\- de Bruyne and 
Mr. R. F. Bowles. 

Dust Precipitation from Boiler Flue Gases 
A PAPER on this subject was read in London on 

November 2 before the Institution of Electrical 
Engineers, by John Bruce. In it the author deals 
particl)!arly with the electrostatic precipitation of 
dust entrained by flue gases produced from the com
bustion of anthracite in pulverjzed form. The paper 
describes field experiments and results on a pilot
scale electrostatic precipitator operating on such flue 
gases, as well as the salient features of a large-scale 
commercial installation. Some of the operating 
results obtained therefrom are also discussed. 

Announcements 
PRoF. M. N. SAHA, of the University College of 

Science and Technology, Calcutta, will deliver a 
lecture before the Physical Society on "A Physical 
Theory of the Solar Corona" on November 23, at 
5.0 p.m. The lecture will be given in the rooms of the 
Royal Society, Burlington House, Piccadilly, London, 
W.l, and members of the Royal Astronomical Society 
are also invited. 

THE Melbourne correspondent of The TimeB 
announces that Mr. W. Russell Grimwade, a member 
of the Council of the University of Melbourne, has 
given the University £A50,000 for the foundation of 
a school of biochemistry. devoted both to teaching 
and research. Mr. Grimwade, who is chairman of 
the directors of Drug Houses (Australia), Ltd., manu
facturing chemists and druggists, has been active 
in the war-time production in Australia of drugs 
previously imported. 

FROM time to time correspondents have written 
offering to present unwanted issues of Nature to 
institutions or libraries. In view of the many losses 
sustained by French universities and libraries during 
the German occupation, and the difficulty in re
placing such losses, readers may like to know that 
Prof. P. Auger, Commisaariat de !'Education Nation
ale, 1 Carlton Gardens, London, S.W .1, is prepared to 
receive copies of Nature for dispatch to France. 
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