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archeology than can be obtained from any one of the
woll-known manuais.

After an explanatory preface and an introduection
there is a chapter on the scope and significance of
Sumerian mythology. This is followed by an account
of the myths of origins, of Kur and the slaying of the
dragon, of the deluge—antedating, of course, the
well-known Neo-Babylonian epic—of the marriage
of the god Martu, and of the preference of Inanna,
sister of the sun-god Utu, for the farmer-god Enkimdu
over the shepherd-god Dumuzi: a pretty story
which ends with the seeming victory of Dumuzi over
Enkimdu.

These Sumerian ‘literary’ tablets are some cen-
turies older than the Neo-Babylonian epics, and
borrowing by these can be detected. They are also
about six hundred years older than the somewhat
similar material which is turning up at Ras Shamra
in northern Syria. Contact in Mesopotamia between
the intrusive, matter-of-fact Sumerian folkk of un-
known racial affinity and their Semitic neighbours
seerns to have resulted in the development of epics,
myths and proverbs which have proved a veritable
mine into which later cultures have delved when they
in turn set themselves to answer such problems as
the origin of the world and man. It is to be hoped
the subsequent volumes will appear without undue
delay. M. C. BURKITT.
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Tuesday, September 5

WOMEKR'S ENGINEERING SOCIETY (MANCHESTER BRANCH) (at the
Engineers’ Club, Albert Square, Manchester), at 6.30 p.m.—Mr. E. T.
Norris : ““The Moving Coil Voltage Regulator”.

Friday, September 8

ROYAL ASTRONOMICAL SOCIRTY (at Burlington House, Piccadilly,
London, W.1), at 4,30 p.m,—Sir Harcld Spencer Jones, F.R.S., and
Mr. R. T. Cullen: ‘“The Division Hrrors of the Reversible Transit
Circle of the Royal Observatory, Greenwich”; Mr. C. S. Beals:
“Some Results of a S%&ctmphutometric Study of the Wolf Rayet
Binary HD 193576"; . P. L. Edwards: *“Periodic Changes in
y Cassiopeiae during the past 100 Years”.
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London, South Kensington, London, 8.W.7 (September 18).
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CHAIR OF MINING—The Acting Registrar, The University, Leeds 2
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Princes Risborough—The Secretary, Department of Scientific an
Industrial Research, Teddington, Middx. (October 9). :

LECTURER IN PHITLOSOPHY—The Very Rev. the Dean, Christ Church,
Oxford (Qetober 16).

DIRECTOR OF THE DEPARTMENT OF S0CIAL STUDImS, University of
S8ydney—The Secretary, Universities Bureau of the British Empire,
c,?{) TUniversity College, Gower Street, London, W.C.1 (Sydney, Decem-
ber 1). !
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SECOND VETERINARY OFFICER at the Imperial Bureau of Animal
Health, Weybridge—The Secretary, Imperial Agricultural Bureaux,
2 Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings, London, S.W.1.

ASSISTANT MASTER (temporary) qualified to teach ENGINEERING
SUBJECTS and MATHEMATICS up to Ordinary National Certificate
standard—The Principal, Technical Institute, Beckenham Road,
Beckenham, Kent,

BOTANIST AND OR@ANIC CHEMIST to the Nyasaland Research and
%evelnpment Co., Ltd—Dr. M. Nierenstein, 2 Rylestone Grove,

ristol 9,
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