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OBITUARIES 

Prof. A. H. Reginald Buller, F.R.S. 
ARTHUR HENRY REGINALD BULLER was born in 

Birmingham on August 19, 1874. His biological 
training included work at Mason College, Birming
ham, at Leipzig, Munich, and (in 1900) at the Marine 
Biological Station, Naples. He then returned to 
Birmingham as lecturer in botany until, in 1904, he 
was appointed first professor of botany in the Univer
sity of Manitoba. 

The young and booming city of Winnipeg delighted 
Prof. Buller, and the cold, bracing winters suited 
him. He entered with enthusiasm and energy upon 
his teaching, which at first included geology as well 
as botany. He prepared all his lectures and lab
oratory courses with great and transmitted 
something of his scientific spirit to his students. He 
did much, with the- few other faculty members, to 
promote the growth of the young University. 

At night during the long winters, and in any free 
time by day, he devoted himself to researches on the 
fungi. With painstaking, persistent care, and with 
much ingenuity in the use of simple apparatus, he 
sought out the details of such activities as the pro
duction, liberation, and dispersiort of spores in 
Coprinus and other fungi. Few could lose themselves 
so completely in their work as he ; but, since he 
never married and always lived at a hotel, the miss
ing of a meal or a night's sleep disturbed no one. 

One of the attractions of the position at Manitoba 
was the long summer holiday which allowed him to 
spend three or four months each year at Birmingham, 
where he worked in the laboratories or library, or 
studied Nature in the woods and fields, commonly 
with his friend W. B. Grove. In later years he spent 
much of each holiday at Kew. 

Although Buller had published several papers in 
scientific journals, by 1909 he had enough material for 
a book to be entitled "Researches on Fungi". He sub
mitted his manuscript to a society, but was told it 
could not be published unless it were reduced by 
about half. That, he considered, would be mutila
tion. He therefore published the book at his own 
expense--and later five more volumes even larger. 
Many mycologists and others have found this 
magnum opus not only of great scientific value, 
but also eminently readable. Qther books included 
"Essays on "\Vheat" and a "Practical Botany" for 
students. 

On returning to Winnipeg each year about the end 
of September, he started his classes and then took 
advantage of the usually glorious Canadian autumns 
for a few ·mycological forays. Alone or with students, 
and later with members of the mycological colony 
which gathered at Winnipeg, he went for one or a 
few days into the primeval woods at Kenora or 
Minaki. He was a most stimulating leader of such 
excursions, for he knew not only the names but also 
the habits of the larger fungi and was always ready 
to spend an hour or two, even in heavy rain, to 
discover any new detail. 

Prof .. Buller gradually built up a strong department 
of botany and, though there was no graduate school 
for several years, he helped train a number of 
logists and other men of science now prominent in 
Canada. · He took great interest in the Dominion 
Laboratory of Plant Pathology, which, began at 
Winnipeg in 1923. He was always ready to help 
any co-worker. 

Many honours came to him, including the presi
dency of the British Mycological Society, of the 
Botanical Society of America, and of the Royal 
Society of Canada. He was awarded the LL.D. by 
the Universities of Manitoba and of Saskatchewan, 
and a D.Sc. by Pennsylvania. He was elected a 
fellow of the Royal Society in 1929, and awarded 
a Royal Medal in 1937. His popularity as a lecturer 
increased through the years, and he was frequently 
chosen to give important lectures or lecture courses 
in Canada and the United States. 

Buller's interests were broad. . He knew by sight 
most of the flowering plants of England and of 
Manitoba, and many of the birds. He .read much, 
and had memorized long passages from Milton and 
Shakespeare. He amused himself by writing verse 
(some of his limericks have international fame), by 
playing the piano, by conversation-preferably re
garding fungi, but with interest· on any subject. He 
listed his recreations as "billiards and crossing the 
Atlantic'-' and, though he found little time for the 
former, he made about sixty-five trans-Atlantic 
journeys (surely a record for 'a botanist). He had 
assumed, when he became professor emeritus at 
Manitoba in 1936, that his Atlantic crossings would 
end on an even number. However, the outbreak of 
war caught him at a congress in New York, so he 
returned to his researches at Winnipeg, varied with 
a number of lecture trips. In Winnipeg-which, 
after all, had been his main home for forty years
he developed a tumour ·on the brain which entailed 
weeks of hopeless struggle, and caused him worry 
because all his planned researches were not com
pleted. He died on July 3, 1944, and is survived 
by a sister in London. G. R. BISBY. 

Prof. A. E. Conrady 
ALEXANDER EUGEN CoNRADY was born at 

Burshied, Dusseldorf, on January 27, 1866. His 
death in London on June 16, 1944, removes one who 
has taken a very prominent part in the development 
of optical sciences in Great Britain, of which he 
became a nat.uralized subject in 1903. 

His father, Edmund Conrady, ultimately left the 
profession of schoolmaster to manage a firm which 
had its business centre in Bradford, England, but 
A. E. Conrady's first visit to England took place 
while he was still an undergraduate at the University 
of Bonn, and later he also had occasion to travel 
to various parts of the world in the capacity of 
engineering adviser. He seems early to have developed 
a great interest in the design and production of lens 
systems, and in the early 1890's he set up in business 
at Keighley as "Optician and Mechanician". Some
what later he received great assistance and encourage
ment fr.om Mr. George William Brown of Leeds, with 
whom he entered into p:rrtnership under the name of 
Eugen Conrady and Co., with premises in Park Street, 
Camden Town. During this period he designed and 
began to produce the microscope objectives known 
as the "Holoscopic" Series, which were considered at 
that time to be unsurpassed in definition. He had 
also designed and produced a convertible anastig
matic photographic lens of aperture f/6 ·3, followed 
by others. 

In 1898 Conrady began his long association with 
Messrs. W. Watson and Sons, Ltd., as chief designer 
and scientific adviser. The "Holoscopic" systEms 
were and still are produced by this firm, for which 
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