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effacing personality, it may be noted that many who
knew him intimately were quite unaware of his
distinguished military record. His death will be
deeply felt by all who were in contact with him in
personal, business and scientific relationships.

Wx regret to announce the following deaths :

Dr. Cecil C. Jones, president and chancellor of the
University of New Brunswick, where he was pro-
fessor of mathematics during 190631, on August 19,
aged seventy-one.

NEWS an

A Minister of Reconstruction in Great Britain

TaE appointment of Lord Woolton as Minister of
Reconstruction with a seat in the War Cabinet
follows maturally on Mr. Churchill’s declaration in
his Mansion House speech on November 9 that it
was ‘‘a definite part of the duty and responsibility
of this National Government to have its plans per-
fected in a vast and practical scheme to make sure
that in the years immediately following the War
there will be food, work, and homes for all. . . .
No party doctrines or party prejudices or vested
interests shall stand in the way of the simple duty
of providing before the end of the War for food,
work, and homes. They must be prepared now
during the War. These plans must be prepared and
they must come into action, just like when war breaks
out general mobilization is declared. They must
come into action as soon as victory is won. On
this far-reaching work His Majesty’s Government
are now concentrating all the energies that can be
spared from the actual struggle with the enemy.”
It may, of course, be inferred that the removal of
Lord Woolton from a post-which he has filled with
such conspicuous success is an indication that Mr.
Churchill does not expect the food problem again to
become acute. It is equally an indication of the
Prime Minister’s assent to the principle that prepara-
tion for post-war reconstruction has become an
urgent necessity and of the importance which- he
attaches to the Ministry of Reconstruction.

Sir William Jowitt, who as Minister without
Portfolio has hitherto been ‘‘charged with the duties
of reconstruction”, will assist Lord Woolton, and the
introduction of new blood at the Ministry of Health,
which hag so much to do with housing, in the person
of Mr. H. U. Willink, may be a further indication
of the importance now officially attached to recon-
struction. The Government’s acceptance, in prin-
ciple, of Lord Balfour’s demand last week for early
legislation to permit the prompt acquisition of recon-
struction areas ‘“‘at prices related to pre-war values”
gave the impression that this obvious and essential
measure will soon be made law. The further ad-
mission drawn from Lord Snell that ‘“‘the Govern-
ment accepts the principle of national planning with-
out qualification”, and the Barlow Commission’s
planning proposals with qualifications, is also re-
assuring ; while in reply to a question from Mr. John
Parker on November 10 the Prime Minister denied
that the vesting in the State of the rights of develop-
ment in all land outside built-up areas (proposed by
the Uthwatt Committee) was barred as a possible
subject of legislation in the present Parliament
because of its controversial character.
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Mr. G. W. Littlehales, hydrographic engineer to
the U.S. Hydrographic Office during 1900-32, on
August 12, aged eighty-two.

Mr. F. S. Marvin, formerly a staff inspector of the
Board of Education, and author of works on the
relation of science to civilization, on November 14,
aged eighty.

Sir William Noble, a director of the General Electric
Co., Ltd., and formerly engineer-in-chief of the
General Post Office, on November 10, aged eighty-two.
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The precise scope of Lord Woolton’s work has not
yet been explained. It may be presumed to be adminis-
trative rather than the originating of policy, and that
Lord Woolton will be principally engaged in super-
vising and co-ordinating the Government’s plans for
food, work and homes. Lord Woolton may not have
as wide a scope as Lord Addison in 1917 for his task
in focusing all the departmental activities, but in
sorting out priorities and in seeing that all the
necessary legislation is prepared, including laying out
the structure of the new social security scheme and
forcing concrete decisions on physical planning and
in housing, there is ample scope for Lord Woolton’s
active mind and administrative resource. Whether
or not his responsibilities extend to demobilization
and to all the policies that are comprised in full
employment, it is a great asset to have in charge of
reconstruction a man free from Party ties, and the
path to agreement on a common programme should
be easier.

Centenary of Ferdinand R. Hassler, 1770-1843

OxN November 20, 1843, the death occurred of the
Swiss-American mathematician and geodesist, Ferdin-
and Rudolph Hassler, who was the first superin-
tendent of the United States Coast Survey, now the
United States Coast and Geodetic Survey.. To-day
the Survey is responsible for hydrographie, geodetic,
tidal, magnetic and seismological work throughout
the whole of the United States dominions from
Florida to the Aleutians, but when it was founded
the United States only fronted the Atlantic seaboard.
The suggestion for the Survey came from the
American Philosophical Society, the recommenda-
tions of which were adopted by President Jefferson,
and it was through the Society that Hassler became
connected with it when Congress on February 10,
1807, passed the necessary law. Hassler had only
been in America two years then, but he had taken
with him a library of more than 3,000 volumes and
a good collection of instruments, and it was his
interest in science which had led to his contact with
the members of the Philosophical Society.

Hassler was born in Aarau, Switzerland, on October
7, 1770, and was the son of a well-to-do watchmaker.
At the University of Berne he gained a knowledge
of mathematics and surveying and afterwards was
engaged on a trigonometrical survey of Switzerland.
He married in 1798, and in 1805, owing to the
political unrest of the time, joined a party of emigrants
who planned to settle in the southern States. On
their arrival in Philadelphia the would-ke colonists
met with various difficulties, but Hassler’s scientific
attainments stood him in good stead. Hassler’s
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plans for a coast survey were adopted, and he was
appointed to start the work. There was, however,
much delay. Having during 1807-9 held a chair of
mathematics at West Point Military Academy and
during 1809-11 a chair of natural philosophy, in the
latter year he was sent by the Treasury to England
to purchase instruments. Owing to the War of 1812
between Great Britain and the United States, it was
three years before he was able to return to America.
The survey was actually started under Hassler’s
superintendentship in 1816, but two years later he
was deprived of his post owing to new regulations
which allowed only naval and military officers to be
employed. During 1819 he was astronomer to the
party sent to settle the north-eastern boundary, but
then he was thrown completely on his own resources.
For ten years he farmed, somewhat unsuccessfully,
in New York State, taught and wrote mathematical
text-books. For a time, too, he was employed at
the New York Custom House, and then in 1832
when the Survey was reorganized—its work had been
practically suspended—he once again became its
superintendent. Though sixty-two years of age, he
entered upon his work with enthusiasm, assembling
the necessary instruments, training assistants and
commencing operations in the field. . In this work
he was engaged until his death at the age of seventy-
three at Philadelphia.

Hassler’s memory was honoured at the centennial
commemoration of the Survey, and in 1929, Prof.
Florian Cajori, the historian of science, of the Univer-
sity of California, published his biography under the
title “The Chequered Career of Ferdinand Rudolph
Hassler”. In spite of many troubles—domestic,
financial and administrative—Hassler left his mark,
and it has been said that “Time has justified the
soundness of his ideas’’, and that ‘‘the extension of
the survey of the coast to the present day follows
his plan, and the field work he carried out more than
a century ago is of such high precision that it still
forms part of the basic network”. As State after
State was added to the country, se the work of the
Survey extended. Under Hassler’s successor, Alex-
ander Bache, the electric telegraph was used in the
determination of longitude, and under the third
superintendent, Benjamin Peirce, the triangulation
was carried from the Atlantic to the Pacific. In the
nineteenth century the Survey was responsible for
the standard weights and measures; but in 1901 a
new department was founded for this work under
the title of the United States Bureau of Standards.
The centennial celebrations referred to were held in
Washington under the presidency of the superin-
tendent, Mr. E. Lester Jones, the President of the
United States, Mr. Woodrow Wilson, being among
the speakers. A memorial volume was issued, and
this contains a portrait of Hassler.

Wellcome Veterinary Research Station

Tre Wellcome Foundation has acquired Ely
Grange Estate, Frant, Sussex, for the purpose of
extending the veterinary research now carried on at
the Wellcome Physiological Research Laboratories,
Beckenham, Kent. The need for accommodation
where experiments can be carried out on farm animals
has been felt for some time. The estate will be known
as the Wellcome Veterinary Research Station and
the resident veterinary surgeon will be Mr. S. L.
Hignett, who will be responsible to Dr. R. F. Mont-
gomerie, veterinary research director at the Wellcome
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Physiological Research Laboratories, where veterinary
research, particularly on the laboratory side, will be
continued. The full development of the Station at
Frant will be delayed until after the War, as the
mansion, which will be converted eventually into
laboratories, is requisitioned by the Government ;
but the extensive and modern farm buildings will
be occupied and used at once. A start has been made
by the acquisition of a herd of pedigree Ayrshire
cattle. In addition to the main purpose of the
Station, there will be accommodation for the breed-
ing of laboratory animals on a large scale. It is hoped
to establish a number of pure lines for this purpose
and to do work on genetics in connexion with the
breeding of these animals.

Post-War Needs of Universities in Great Britain

Sir JoEN ANDERSON recently stated in answer to
a question in the House of Commons that the
constitution of the University Grants Committee has
been under consideration for some time, and he hopes
very shortly to announce the appointment to the com-
mittee of a number of new members. As regards the
equipment of universities to deal with the post-war
situation, the universities themselves have been
studying the various problems which will face them
after the War. The Committee of Vice-Chancellors
and Principals has asked the University Grants
Committee to undertake a review of these problems
in order to form a considered estimate of the need
for increased assistance from the Exchequer. This
request will require to be considered as a matter of
urgency by the reconstituted Committee ; meantime,
the universities are being asked to formulate their
post-war needs so far as they can be estimated in
present circumstances.

Replacement of British Museum’s Foreign Books

A GENEROUS offer to replace, so far as possible, the
many volumes in the section of non-English books
and periodicals which have been destroyed by enemy
action in the British Museum has been made by the
Allied Governments in London. The offer was put
forward by Dr. Philip Argenti, honorary attaché to
the Greek Embassy, at a recent meeting of the Books
and Periodicals Commission of the Conference of
Allied Ministers of Education. Representatives of
the Allied Nations pledged their governments to
replace, after the War, as a gift, to the best of their
abilities, the periodicals and books in their respective
languages damaged or destroyed by air attack. The
Museum has been invited to submit a list of such
periodicals and books to the Commission, classified
according to their languages.

The Newcomen Society

TrE Newcomen Society met for its annual general
meeting on Novemnber 10 at the Northampton
Institute, London, when the report of the Council
for the past year was submitted, and the election of
officers took place. The Society has continued to
expand, and on September 30 the membership
stood at 3,092, irrespective of fifty-five libraries
which receive its publications. Owing to the very
large increase in membership in North America, the
rules of the Society have been amended so that
branches overseas can elect their own members and
manage their own finances, thus avoiding unnecessary
correspondence and expense. The subscription has
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