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OBITUARIES 

Prof. Susan Stebbing 
DR. L. SusAN STEBBING, since 1933 professor of 

philosophy in the University of London (Bedford 
College), died on September II at the age of fifty
seven at Tintagel in Cornwall. Educated at Girton 
College, Cambridge, she read for both parts of the 
Historical Tripos and for Part I of the Moral Sciences 
Tripos. In 1912 she graduated M.A. in philosophy, 
with mark of distinction, at London. After acting 
as director of moral science studies at Girton and 
Newnham, Dr. Stebbing was appointed successively 
lecturer, reader and professor in philosophy in the 
University of London. 

It was unquestionably to the work of contem
porary philosophers at Cambridge that the very 
marked bent of Prof. Stabbing's philosophical in
terests and orientation are to be traced. Accepting 
in the main the 'charter' of the scope and method 
for all future philosophy set out by Bertrand Russell 
in his Lowell Lectures, she adopted his recommenda
tion of a piecemeal and co-operative treatment of 
problems by an 'analytical' method, though in the 
actual pursuit of this aim and in determining what 
this analytical method should be, she was less in
fluenced by Russell. Here, as she herself declared, 
her indebtedness to Prof. G. E. Moore was the pro
foundest and most continuous through her life, 
though she also often expressed how much she owed 
to such other Cambridge philosophers as A. N. 
Whitehead, C. D. Broad, W. E. Johnson and L. 
Wittgenstein. Her energies were for the greater part 
afterwards devoted to the three fields of mathematical 
logic, the methodology and philosophy of the sciences, 
and the analysis of problems concerning perceptual 
knowledge of the external world. 

A close and prolonged study of Russell and White
head's "Principia Mathematica" and of the works 
of most other formal logicians present and past 
eventually entitled her to the rank of an authority 
in that science. How clear and sure was her grasp 
of its detail is evident from the article "Logistic" 
contributed to the "Encyclopredia Britannica" (14th 
edit.) and in her "Modern Introduction to Logic" 
(1931)-now in its third edition-in which she skil
fully combined the essentials of the newer with those 
of the traditional logic, and corrected and modernized 
the theory of scientific method inherited from 
Mill. 

It is in this field that her best work is found, 
though to readers of NATURE Prof. Stebbing is prob
ably better known as the author of "Philosophy and 
the Physicists'' (1937), where, with much caustic 
comment, she rigorously examined the attempts of 
Sir James J eaDB and Sir Arthur Eddington to elucidate 
the philosophical implications of recent developments 
in mathematical physics. Jeans's argument for the 
existence of a Great Architect whose activity is t.hat 
of a pure mathematician and whose thoughts con
stitute the universe, she rejected as metaphysical 
extravagance. She. complained that these writers, 
instead of enlightening the common reader, confuse 
him by approaching their task through "an emotional 
fog" and by excessive use of personification and 
metaphor. In the interpretation Eddington placed 
on his assertion that "the aim of science is to con
struct a world that shall be symbolic of the world 
of common experience", she protested at his restrict
ing physical knowledge to the ascertainment of 

'pointer-readings' and their connexions, and to his 
affirming an unknown background correlated with 
them, the existence of which, she maintained, on 
his own premises, he ought never to know or even 
suspect. She likewise objected to his regarding the 
laws of conservation, gravitation and Maxwell's 
equations as truisms and not 'controlling laws'; to 
his assertion that the familiar objects of perception 
are mere products of "mind-spinning" ; to the 
blurred and indefinite reference in his use of such 
phrases as "the familiar world", "the external world", 
"the physica l world", "the scientific world", "Na
ture", "the spiritual world", etc., and the failure to 
show how one was conceived to be related to another. 
She condemned, too, Eddington's frequent and large 
use of the metaphor of 'building' and constructing, 
and complained that he "nowhere expounded his 
philosophical ideas in non-popular language", though 
the communica tion of exact thought is impossible in 
inexact language. 

Despite the asperity of her stricture, Prof. Stabb
ing's thinking throughout her writing and teaching 
generally was strenuous and clear-headed. She spared 
not herself and strove for consistency, and her 
judgment, if not highly original, was certainly highly 
independent. Her students, with whom she was very 
popular, and her colleagues will deeply deplore their 
loss. S. V. KEELING. 

Sir Francis Fremantle, O.B.E., M.P. 
BY the death on August 26 of Sir Francis Fremantle, 

Great Britain loses the services of a man who devoted 
the greater part of his life to the promotion of the 
national health. He was born in 1872, a great-great
grandson of one of Nelson's captains, and fourth son 
of the Ron. William Fremantle, Dean of Ripon. He 
chose medicine for his future profession while still a 
King's Scholar at Eton. 

After taking honours in physiology at Oxford, 
Fremantle did the usual clinical appointments at 
Guy's, and was one of the very few men to hold 
both the D.M. and M.Ch. degrees, later also becoming 
a fellow of both of the Royal Colleges. He served 
as a civil surgeon in the South African War, and in 
1902 acted as assistant secretary to the War Office 
Commission for the Reorganisation of the Army 
Medical Service. He then spent several years pre
paring for the career he had mapped out for himself 
already in his Balliol days-that of a medical member 
of Parliament. With this object in view he took the 
appointment of medical officer of health for Hertford
shire in 1902. He obtained leave of absence to act 
as plague medical officer in the Punjab in 1903 and 
special correspondent of the Lancet in the Russo
Japanese War in 1904, and to tour the Empire in 
1911 . He described his varied experiences in 
"A Doctor in Khaki" (1901) and "Health and 
Empire" (1911). He served in Gallipoli, Egypt 
and Mesopotamia in the War of 1914-18 as 
D.A.D.M.S. 

Frcm 1919 until his death Fremantle was Con
servative M.P. for St. Albans. He soon became 
recognized as the leading spokesman of the medical 
profession in the House of Commons, and was accepted 
as an authority in all matters relating to the public 
health. From 1923 he was chairman of the all-parties 
Parliamentary Medical Committee. He was a member 
of the Industrial Health Research Board, the Depart
mental Commission on the Midwives Act, the Central 
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