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function, to the zoological and botanical examples 
given, thus supporting or modifying the conclusions 
reached by the author, and, secondly, they will 
obtain many suggestions, even from the more strictly 
zoological paragraphs, for investigation of plants 
from new points of view. 

Every page causes one "furiously to think", not 
over obscurities of meaning, for the style is simple 
and clear and the vast majority of terms used will 
be known to any biologist, but over the actual facts 
set forth and the conclusions reached. Again, the 
very difficult feat has been accomplished of placing 
before the non-specialist scientific reader concise 
understandable accounts of recent important re
searches which were often difficult to follow in the 
original publications. The mathematical analyses of 
Fisher, Haldane, and Sewall Wright and the evolution 
of genetic systems are obvious, but not the only, 
examples. How the "layman interested in biology" 
will "find the book suited to his needs" must be 
decided by the layman. It would appear most 
definitely and admirably to meet th{l need of a very 
wide range of biologists for a synthesis of modern 
evolutionary fact and theory. W. B. TURRILL. 

CHILD PSYCHOLOGY 
The Natural Development of the Child 
A Guide for Parents, Teachers, Students and 
Others. By Dr. Agatha H. Bowley. Pp. xvii+ 
172+32 plates. (Edinburgh: E. and S. Livingstone, 
J942.) 88.6d.net. 

T HIS small book is timely. The struggle to obtain 
recognition of the child guidance clinic as a 

necessary part of the educational system of Great 
Britain (and as part of preventive social medicine) is 
drawing to an end. It has created a need for easily 
accessible, readable and compact literature on the 
subject. Some need a general description of the work 
of a clinical team, while others ask for a text-book. 
Dr. Bowley's book does not meet either of these needs 
at all completely (and it was not her aim to satisfy 
them), but both classes of potential readers will find it 
very useful. The author has drawn upon a rich per
sonal experience and upon wide reading, providing us 
with a very clear and concise summary of her know
ledge. Her views are based upon the facts she knows 
so well, and her judgment remains independent. 

The contents of the book necessarily range beyond 
the limits suggested by the title. The purpose is to 
describe the normal development of children, but 
since this cannot be a.chieved without comparison with 
abnormal variants, much of the book is concerned 
with pathological symptoms with suggestions for 
their treatment. The basis of the treatment is, 
however, the study of the normal child. The author 
describes the successive stages of child life briefly, 
but very clearly, very properly giving the pre-school 
child a large share of her space. She states the 
developmental norms which have been established 
by research workers briefly and usefully, and she 
could scarcely have done this better within such 
narrow space, but as Dr. MacCalman points out in 
the foreword, norms for the development of per
sonality are much more difficult to establish than 
those for intellectual processes. This point is 
insufficiently stressed, and readers without experience 
in this field may be led to suppose that the checking 
up of general development is a more simple and certain 

procedure than it is. The standards the author 
mentions require careful interpretation based on a 
background of wide knowledge and experience. 
Teachers have this background, and to them the book 
can be recommended without reserve. It should 
prove exceptionally useful in training departments. 
But ordinary parents without specialized training 
(and with little opportunity of comparing children) 
need to be very cautious, though they can learn 
usefully from it. We hope they will not be induced 
to watch the stage by stage development of their 
children too closely or too anxiously. A few illusions 
a.bout our sons is no great handicap to their upbringing. 

The one demerit of the book is due to its small size. 
It is impossible to deal adequately with so wide a. 
subject in 168 pages, and Dr. Bowley's desire to be 
comprehensive causes her statements to appear arid 
and dogmatic. The bibliographies provided would 
have been much more useful had there been space for 
fuller discussion in the text. Probably war-time 
restrictions have affected the scale of the volume, 
but if so it would have been better to buy more room 
for discussion and case-histories by sacrificing the 
plates, for charming as they are they add little to 
the information given in the text. So the book will 
be most useful if regarded as a very good notebook, 
and if used side by side with such a book as "A 
Survey of Child Psychiatry" (edited by R. G. Gordon, 
Oxford, 1939) both will gain in value. 

A. W. WOLTERS. 

A NIGERIAN KINGDOM 
A Black Byzantium 
The Kingdom of Nupe in Nigeria. By Dr. S. F. 
Nadel. (Published for the International Institute of 
African Languages and Cultures.) Pp. xv+420+ 16 
plates. (London, New York and Toronto: Oxford 
University Press, 1942.) 258. net. 

SOME forty-five years ago, while the eyes of Great 
Britain were fixed on South Africa, Sir Frederick 

(now Lord) Lugard was quietly taking up the task 
of bringing ordered government into Northern 
Nigeria. This vast territory then consisted of a net
work of States under Muhammadan rulers who 
acknowledged the suzerainty of the Fulani Sultan of 
Sokoto. These States had attained a remarkable 
degree of political and milita,ry organization; but, 
as the social and economic system was based on 
slavery, this organization had been used to devastate 
the pagan tribes in a perennial hunt for slaves. When 
Sir Frederick Lugard assumed control in 1900, on 
behalf of the British Government, Northern Nigeria 
was in a state of complete chaos. To-day it is one of 
the most contented and prosperous portions of the 
British Colonial Empire. 

Among the most powerful of the States forming 
the Fulani confederacy was the kingdom of Nupe. 
Situated on the Middle Niger, this State had been 
a thorn in the side of the Royal Niger Company, 
carrying out slave-raiding expeditions, sometimes to 
within a few miles of the Company's trading stations. 
In 1897 the Company had to send a military expedi
tion against Bida, the capital city of the Nupe. The 
Nupe army was defeated and the Emir or Etsu, 
Abubakr, was driven out. But as soon as the British 
troops had retired Abubakr returned and resumed 
his defiant attitude. In 1901 Sir Frederick Lugard 
was compelled to take military action for the second 
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