
©1942 Nature Publishing Group

684 NATURE DECEMBER 12, 1942, VoL. 150 

' Oppenheimer and Stern, "Biological Oxidations", The Hagne (1939). 
'Green, "Mechanisms of Biological Oxidations", Cambridge (1940). 
'Stephenson, "Bacterial Metabolism", Ed. 2, London (1939). 
• University of Wisconsin Biochemists (Arnold et al.), "Respiratory 

Enzymes"1 Minneapolis, Minn. (1939)----see also various papers by 
Kellin ana his collaborators in Proc. Roy. Soc. Lon®n, Ser. B 
from 98, 812 (1925). ' 

' Frickhinger et al., " 'Degesch'-Methods for Pest Control", Frank· 
fort (1937). 

'Barcroft, J. Hygiene, 31, 1-34 (1931). 
' Stiles and Leach, "Respiration in Plants", London (1932). 
• Zellner, "Chimie der hiiheren Pilze", Leipzig (1907)---see also 

Haseniihrl and Zellner, Akad. Wiss. Wien, Mat.-nat. KI., Sitz. 
Abt. lib, 130, 479-499 (1921). 

• McCaHan et al., Contr. Boyce Thompson Inst., 11, No. 5, 325-342 
(1940)----see also Tomkins, Proc. Roy. Soc. Um.dun, Ser. B, 111, 
210-226 (1932) and Proctor and Nickerson, "Fungicidal Properties 
of some Food Fumigants" (paper read at the New York Convention 
of the American Chemical Industry, April, 1935, but apparently 
never published ; made available to me through the courtesy of 
Impenal Chemical Industries, Ltd.). 

•• Thornton and Setterstrom, Contr. Boyce Thompson Inst., 11, No. 5, 
343-3(>6 (1940). 

"Page, Lubatti and Gloyns, J. Hygiene, 39, 12-34 (1939)-see also 
"The Principles of Fumigation of Insect Pests in Stored Produce", 
H.M. Stationery Office, London (1941). 

" Page and Gloyns, J. Soc. Chem. Ind., London, 55, 213T-217T (1936). 
"Paul, Birstein and Reuss : various papers In Bioclwm. ZeitBchr. 

from 25, 367 (1910). 
"Waksman, "Principles of Soil Microbiology", Ed. 2, London (1931 ). 

OBITUARIES 
Mr. William R. S. Ladell 

MR. WILLIAM R. S. LADELL, whose sudden death 
in Jamaica on November 6 has just been reported, 
was born in 1887 and educated at the Merchant 
Taylors School and Fins bury Technical College. Before 
completing his degree, he went abroad and started 
work on agricultural science in the tropics, which 
was to occupy the greater portion of his life. After 
three years in South Africa with the Department of 
Agriculture, part of which was at the Cedara Experi
mental Station, he accepted in 1912 a position with 
a commercial company in Malaya, where he carried 
out many field and laboratory experiments on 
rubber cultivation. During the War of 1914-18 he 
served at first in the Far East and later in Great 
Britain and reached the rank of major in the Royal 
Anny Ordnance Corps. 

Mter the War, Ladell took up an official appoint
ment in Siam and in 1923 was put in charge of the 
newly formed Bureau of Agricultural Science. The 
greater part of his work for the next twelve years 
was connected with problems of rice cultivation, in 
which he obtained a world-wide reputation. During 
this period also he developed a keen interest in 
general natural history, particularly entomology, and 
was for many years honorary secretary of the Natural 
History Section of the Siam Society. 

In 1934, owing to the disturbed political situation 
in Siam, Ladell returned to England and worked for 
four years in the Entomology Department at Rotham
sted on problems of soil insects and insecticides. His 
wide experience and chemical knowledge was here a 
great asset and he developed the method of separat
ing insects from the soil by flotation in a heavy 
solution. 

In 1938 an opportunity occurred for Ladell to 
return to the tropics, where his heart was always, 
and he became agronomist and soil chemist to the 
West Indian Sugar Company in Jamaica. There he 
found congenial work, and shortly before his death 

he had been appointed chief research officer for the 
Associated Sugar Companies of the Island and 
editor of a new Journal, Sugar Technology. 

Ladell was elected a fellow of the Chemical Society 
in 1907, of the Institute of Chemistry in 1911 and 
of the Royal Entomological Society in 1929. He 
was very modest in character and a pleasant and 
enthusiastic colleague ; he is survived by his wife 
and three children. C. B. WILLIAMS. 

Flight-Lieut. A. N. David 
FLIGHT-LIEUT. DAVID, who died recently on service 

at the age of fifty-three, had been associated with 
the Forest Products Research Laboratory at Princes 
Risborough since its earliest days in 1922, when he 
joined the Department of Scientific and Industria.! 
Research after his retirement from the Indian Forest, 
Service. 

Mter being educated at Aldenham and Oxford, 
David joined the Indian Forest Service in l9ll, and 
between 1916 and 1919 saw service as a pilot in the 
Royal Flying Corps. At the outbreak of war in 1939 
he at once rejoined the R.A.F.V.R., receiving a 
mention in dispatches shortly before his death. 

During his connexion with the Forest Products 
Research Laboratory, his work was mainly concerned 
with the collection of home-grown timber for the 
various investigations, and the related information 
on the field conditions of its growth. His cheerful, 
hard-working personality secured the ready collabora
tion of the woodland owners, without which it would 
have been very difficult to obtain suitable material. 
The collection of field information needed much 
painstaking work in all sorts of weather ; indeed bad 
weather seemed to dog his expeditions, but never 
stopped him. His contribution to the work of the 
Laboratory was most useful, though attracting little 
attention to itself. 

Sir Charles Hyde, Bt. 

WE regret to record the death at the age of sixty·six 
of Sir Charles Hyde, proprietor of the Birmingham Post 
and its associated papers. He was, perhaps, relatively 
little known outside Birmingham except in news
paper circles and on the racecourse, for he shunned 
publicity. In Birmingham he was known as a most 
generous philanthropist. Born at Worcester, the son 
of a surgeon, he was educated at Clifton and Exeter 
College, Oxford. At the age of twenty-one he entered 
the newspaper world at the invitation of his uncle, 
John Feeney, then proprietor of the Birmingha.m 
Post and Mail; on the death of his uncle he became, 
in 1913, the proprietor of the Birmingham Post, 
Birmingham Mail and Birmingham Weekly Post. To 
the University of Birmingham Sir Charles gave 
freely, contributing £10,000 to the appeal fund in 
1920. He also bought and equipped a large house in 
Edgbaston as a hostel for men undergraduates, now 
known as Chancellor's Hall. In 1925 he gave a 
further £100,000, part of which was to be devoted 
to the building of the Students' Union, a fine building 
which has been of supreme importance in the social 
life of undergraduates. He also gave £10,000 for a 
Joseph Chamberlain Memorial Museum in the Uni
versity Medical School. 

Sir Charles was a munificent supporter of Birming
ham hospitals, the Children's Hospital in particular. 
He was chairman of Queen's Hospital and from 


	OBITUARIES
	Mr. William R. S. Ladell


