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1793 however, the Duke fell beneath the guillotine, 
and 'the factory was confiscated. Though in later 
years the factory was restored to Lebl_anc, togeth?r 
with a small monetary recompense, It was all m 
vain. Leblanc struggled hard against his misfortunes, 
but at the age of sixty-three his mind gave way and 
on January 16, 1806, he committed suicide. His 
process, however, gradually came into use and in 
1883 Dumas, speaking to the Paris of 
Sciences said that the annual consumptiOn of car
bonate soda in Europe and America, produced by 
Leblanc's process, was then estimated at between 
700,000,000 and 800,000,000 kgm. In spite of this, 
little was known of the discoverer. Four years after 
Dumas spoke, a bronze statue of Leblanc was erected 
in the forecourt of the Conservatoire des Arts et 
Metiers in Paris. 

Simplified Electrically Heated Hotbeds 
A REPORT. Ref. W/T7, by C. A. Cameron Brown 

and E. W. Golding, issued by the British Electrical 
and Allied Industries Research Association, describes 
experiments carried out to determine whether a 
simple method of heating ?lectrically be 
applied successfully to the mtensive production of 
early salad crops in small frames such as are u:red 
by non-professional growers. The consi.sts 
essentially in equipping a frame with a. s01l-heatmg 
cable or with a transformer-fed bare iron wire to 
give a. loading of 2-5 watts per sq. ft. Heating is 
controlled, from a convenient point in the domestic 
premises from which supply is taken, to give certain 
regular 'doses' of heat in each 24-hour period. These 
doses vary from 40 to 45 watt-hours per sq. ft. per 
day, depending on the district. The two 
venient modes of procedure appear to be either With 
a loading suitable for all-night running or with a 
lower loading suitable for continuous running. 
method is designed for operation on the domestic 
two-part tariff and to take advantage of the low 
running charges available. The experiments have 
shown that the method is a. practical and economical 
way of producing first-class. quality from 
mid-March onwards, with little attentiOn and at a. 
total cost, including overhead charges, well below 
the current retail prices in shops. While early lettuce 
is the main crop, other crops can be raised, either 
simultaneously, such as carrots, or in succession, thus 
adding to the value obtainable from the hotbed 
installation. 

Tuberculosis In the United States 
AccORDING to the Journal of the American Medical 

Association of September 26, the United States 
National Tuberculosis Association has reported that 
44 persons per 100,000 of population died of tuber
culosis in 1941, as compared with 46 in 1940. In 
1941 the deaths from tuberculosis in the United 
States amounted to 59,173, and 105,714 fresh cases 
were reported. The highest tuberculosis death-r?-te 
occurred in Arizona (171 per 100,000). Other high 
rates per 100,000 reported were in the District of 
Columbia (82), Tennessee (79), Maryland (74), 
Kentucky (67) and New Mexico (65). The lowest 
death-rate reported was from Utah (II). Other 
States with a. rate far below the national average 
were Wyoming (13), Iowa (15), Nebraska. (15), Idaho 
(16), North Dakota (18), New Hampshire (21) and 
Kansas (22). New York State reported 6,208 deaths 
-a rate of 45 ·5. 

New Zealand Earthquakes 
DURING August 1942, ten strong earthquakes were 

registered by the seismographs at Wellington, Auck
land, Christchurch, Arapuni, New Plymouth and Tuai 
in New Zealand (Prov. Bull. No. P.126, New Zealand 
Seismological Report; Dominion Observatory, Wel
lington, N.Z., 1942, August). The earthquake on 
August 1 was a. local shock, namely, the Wairarapa 
Earthquake, and that on August 29 had an estimated 
depth of focus near 600 km. Altogether there were 
twenty-three local shocks felt in New Zealand during 
the month, of which by far the strongest was that on 
August 1 at about 12h. 34·1m. u.T. with epicentre 
near lat. 41·0° S., long. 175·8° E. This was felt from 
near Auckland to Dunedin and Queenstown, and in 
parts of W airarapa. had an intensity of rather more 
than 8 on the Rossi-Forel scale. 

History of Science 
IN Catalogue 70, Messrs. E. F. Goldsmith and Co., 

of 45 Old Bond Street, London, W.1, are offering for 
sale the library of Prof. A. Wolf, formerly professor 
of the history and philosophy of science at University 
College, London, and some new acquisitions, amount
ing in all to 834 items. The catalogue includes works 
on anthropology, astronomy, biography, biology, 
botany, chemistry, mathematics, optics, philosophy, 
psychology and statistics. Among the outstanding 
volumes are the first edition of "Astronomici Veteres" 
(1499), Tycho Bra.he's "Epistola> (1595), 
Simon Stevin's "<Euvres Mathemat1ques (1634), 
Scheele's "Chemical Essays" and Volta's "Collezione 
dell' Opere" (1816). Modern writers are represented 
by numerous works of Einstein (including his "Brief 
Outline of the Development of the Theory of Re
lativity" from the special issue of NATURE on 
Relativity published on February 17, 1921 ), Freud, 
Galton, Karl Pearson and J. J. Thomson. 

Announcements 
MR. ORVILLE WRIGHT, of Dayton, Ohio, has been 

elected an honorary member of the Institution of 
Mechanical Engineers in recognition of his distin
guished contributions to meehanical science. Through 
many years of patient and productive experii;nent 
Mr. Orville Wright, with his late brother Wilbur 
Wright, developed an aeroplane, with wing sections, 
motor, and controls, which made possible the flight 
of Orville Wright in 1903. 

PROF. G. P. THOMSON, of physics in the 
Imperial College of Science and is to 
deliver the 1\Iay Lecture for 1943 of the Institute of 

His subject will be "Electron Diffraction". 
It is of interest to recall that his father, the late Sir 
J. J. Thomson, delivered the Institute's May Lecture 
in 1915, speaking on "The Conduction of Electricity 
through Metals". 

THE Faculty of Science of Marx House, London, 
organized a symposium "Science and '!echnol?gy 
in the Soviet Union" whwh was held durmg April 5 
and 6 last (see NATURE, April 18, p. 426, and May 16, 
p. 545). Articles based on papers presented at these 
meetings by Prof. J. D. Bernal, Mr. H. P. Vowles, 
Dr. N. F. M. Henry, Mr. H. Rose, Dr. M. Ruhemann 
and Mr. J. L. Fyfe have now been brought together 
in a pamphlet, obtainable from the Organizing 
Secretary, Marx House, 1 Doughty Street, London, 
W.C.l, price 2s. 
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