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An important feature of the work of the Central 
Cow10il is the talks on sex and general health prob
lems given directly to school-children and young 
people. No fewer than 1,466 of the former and 
4,596 of the latter have attended courses of lectures 
given in this half-year in sixty different parts of the 
country, and all the signs are that the figures for the 
next half-year will be even greater. 

During the period under consideration, approxi
mately three thousand civil defence workers and 
seven thousand troops have attended meetings 
organized by the Central Council for Health Educa
tion, while factory meetings have reached some 
thirty-nine thousand workers. 

Work of this variety and of this extent is possible 
only by the collaboration of skilled personnel 
and influential national organizations. Under its 
president the Archbishop of Canterbury, the Cantral 
Council meets as a widely representative body. Of 
Government departments, the Ministry of Health, 
the Board of Education, the Ministries of Food, 
Labour and Information, the Welsh Board of Health 
and the Scottish Education Department all have 
either representatives or observers on the Council or 
its Committees. In addition, there are representatives 
from the County Councils Association, the London 
County Council, the Association of Municipal Cor
porations, the Non-County Boroughs Association, 
the Metropolitan Boroughs Standing Joint Committee, 

and the Urban and Rural District Councils Associa
tions. 

The collaboration of the professions most con
cerned with health education is assured by representa
tion from the Society of Medical Officers of Health, 
the British Medical Association, the Royal College 
of Nursing, the Dental Board of the United King
dom, the British Dental Association, the Association 
of Directors and Secretaries for Education, the 
Association of Education Committees, and the 
National Union of Teachers. The field of health 
insurance is covered by representatives of the 
National Association of Insurance Committees, the 
Association of Welsh Insurance Committees and the 
London Insurance Committee, while collaboration 
with other health organizations is achieved by repre
sentation from the Conference of Affiliated Societies. 
In addition, the Council's Educational Advisory 
Committee has the benefit of the knowledge and 
experience of representatives from the British Medical 
Association, the Association of Women Science 
Teachers and the Science Masters' Association, and 
of many distinguished educationists (see also NATURE 
of November 7, p. 529). 

Thus for the first time Great Britain has a really 
large anri representative organization with skilled 
personnel devoted entirely to the enormously impor
tant work of health education ; and the country 
should benefit greatly from it. 

NEWTON TERCENTENARY 
ROYAL SOCIETY CELEBRATIONS 

T HE anniversary meeting of the Royal Society, 
which is held on Saint Andrew'& Day, November 

30, was this year devoted, for the most part, to 
commemorating the tercentenary of the birth of 
Isaac Newton. The proceedings, which took place in 
the lecture theatre of the Royal Institution, were 
opened by Sir Henry Dale, president of the Royal 
Society, and the main part of his address is printed 
below. 

We are within a few weeks of the three hundredth 
anniversary of the birth of Isaac Newton. Wherever 
the progress of our Western science and philosophy 
has become effective, men will remember what that 
event was to mean for the world. Newton, at the 
age of forty-three, when he had determined to 
abandon all further concern with natural philosophy, 
was induced at length, by Halley's friendly insistence, 
to give written form and system to the mathematical 
discoveries with which his amazing mind had been 
occupied over a period of some twenty years. The 
result was one of the greatest intellectual achieve
ments in the history of mankind- the "Principia", 
providing for more than two centuries a framework 
for the mechanical interpretation of the universe and 
a basis for the building of physical science, and there
with of the material structure of our modern civiliza
tion. 

We in Britain regard Isaac Newton as still, beyond 
challenge, the greatest of our men of science. Nor 
should the claim be limited to this island or to the 
British Commonwealth of Nations ; for it was not 
until nearly half a century after Newton's death that 
former British colonists in North America began their 
development of an independent nation; and Newton 
is theirs as well as ours. 

But, while we may proudly claim him as the 
countryman of all who share the birthright of the 
English tongue, the discoveries of science have 
belonged, and must belong again, to the whole world, 
and Newton's achievement is a part of the common 
heritage of all peoples. It cannot be doubted that, 
if it had fallen in normal times, this tercentenary 
would have been marked by the greatest of inter
national gatherings, in which men of science and 
philosophers from all the world would have assembled 
to do honour to Newton's memory. It would have 
been natw·al then to expect leadership, in such an 
enterprise, from the only two institutions which were 
intimately concerned with Newton's career as a man 
of science--Trinity College, in Cambridge, and this 
our Royal Society of London. Our two foundations 
did, indeed, confer as to the wisdom of attempting 
by joint action, even in this year of war, to arrange 
such a restricted and domestic celebration as the 
present conditions would allow. We agreed, however, 
to put aside such planning for the present, carrying 
it forward in our hopes to the time when a world at 
peace may be able to join in international commemor
ation of an event which has meant so much for all 
mankind. May the time be not too far distant. 

In the hamlet of W oolsthorpe, near Colsterworth 
on the Great North Road, some six miles south of 
Grantham, there is still a modest manor farm-house, 
with a small orchard in front of it. Here the Newtons 
lived, simple yeoman farmers, and here, two months 
after his father had died, Isaac Newton was born, a. 
puny, premature infant, on Christmas day 1642, 
twenty years before the Royal Society was incor
porated by the grant of its first Charter. The house 
stands but little altered since that day. The room 
in which Newton was born has a simple marble 
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tablet on the wall, inscribed with Pope's well-known 
couplet. But this house had importance in Newton's 
later life and in his work, and not only as his birth
place. It was here that he returned from his schooling 
at Grantham, at the age of sixteen, to take charge 
of the farm for his mother ; and here, to the incal
culable gain of science and the world, he showed such 
incompetence as a farmer that he was sent back to 
school, and thence to Cambridge. It was here, again, 
that he returned in the autumn of 1665, when the 
plague drove him from Cambridge ; and here, during 
the following eighteen months of quiet exile in the 
country, his early ripening genius grasped already 
the essential principles of his major theoretical 
discoveries. You can still see the upper chamber 
which he then used as a study ; and in the little 
orchard there is an old, recwnbent apple tree, which, 
they will tell you, is descended by direct grafting 
from that which Newton saw. The land which 
Newton's family farmed is rapidly being laid waste, 
alas, by quarrying for ironstone ; and soon there will 
be little left unspoiled save the orchard and garden 
around the house. 

It has seemed to us that, in this year of com
memoration, something should be done to preserve 
for posterity a house and garden which carry such 
momentous memories, and which have meant so 
much for science. We have accordingly formed a 
small committee, in which Sir John Russell and Sir 
James Jeans have joined with the officers of the 
Royal Society ; and we are in negotiation with the 
lord of the manor as to the possibility of acquiring 
this now tiny but historic property, so that it may 
be put for as long as possible beyond the risk of 
damage or decay. 

Then I think that it is our special duty at this 
anniversary meeting to remember that, while 
Newton's great discoveries belong to the world, they 

came to publication through the Royal Society, and 
that Newton occupied its presidential chair for the 
last twenty-four years of his long life. Though his 
"Opticks" was not published until after he had 
become president, his original work for science was 
practically finished by the time of his election, and 
he had for some years been Master of the Mint. 
There can be no doubt, however, that the wide fame 
of his achievements, and the respect and admiration 
in which he was everywhere held, did much, at a 
critical period in its history, to establish the prestige 
of this Society in the eyes of the world. Let us then 
remember to-day that Isaac Newton, the greatest 
man of science of our race, was also the greatest of 
the Royal Society's presidents. 

Sir Henry Dale also referred in appreciative terms 
to the attitude of the present owner of the Newton 
house and garden at Woolsthorpe, Major Christopher 
Turnor, who had expressed his willingness to dispose 
of the property for less than its value, for preservation 
as a Newton memorial. Sir Henry added that he 
had just learned that the Pilgrim Trustees would 
defray the cost of purchase. A photograph of the 
house was reproduced in NATURE of March 26, 1927 
(Supp. p. 34}, on the occasion of the two hundredth 
anniversary of Newton's death. 

Sir Henry Dale's 'address was followed by lectures 
by Prof. E. N. da C. Andrade on "Newton and the 
Science of his Age", Lord Rayleigh on "Newton as 
an Experimenter" and Sir James Jeans on "Newton 
and the Science of Today". The manuscript of the 
first edition of the "Principia", the reflecting telescope 
and a solar sundial made by Newton. and other 
Newtoniana were exhibited in the library of the 
Royal Institution, together with demonstrations 
arranged by Lord Rayleigh to supplement those 
which accompanied his lecture. 

OBITUARIES 
Prof. J. N. Collie, F.R.S. 

BY the death on November 1 of John Norman 
Collie, chemistry has lost one of her most outstanding 
personalities. To me, who knew him well from 
January 1889 until September 1939 when he left 
London to live in Skye, Collie was a true guide, 
philosopher and friend, and to-day it is my privilege 
to write of him as one of his last remaining friends 
for fifty-three years. 

Collie was born on September 10, 1859, and was 
the son of the late John Collie. He studied chemistry 
under Prof. Letts at Bristol and afterwards was 
associated with Letts in two original investigations, 
the first on dimethylthetine ethyl ester and the 
second on tribenzylphosphine and tetrabenzylphos
phonium salts. 

In September 1888 Collie was appointed by Prof. 
W. Ramsay demonstrator in the Chemical Labora
tories in University College, London, and I first met 
him when I entered the College as a young student 
in January 1889. Those of us who learned qualitative 
analysis under Collie found in him a born teacher, 
gifted with a salutary sarcasm which was tempered 
with a real understanding of the difficulties presented 
by a hitherto unknown field of study and provoked by 
strange results unrecorded in any text-book. 

In 1896 Collie left University College on his appoint
ment to the chair of chemistry in the College of 

the Pharmaceutical Society in Bloomsbury Square, 
London. In 1902 Collie returned to University College 
as professor of organic chemistry under Sir William 
Ramsay, the director of the Chemical Laboratories. 

In the years following this appointment, Collie 
built up a great school of organic chemistry, and 
many men of high distinction to-day received their 
inspiration from him. Amongst these may be men
tioned Prof. S. Smiles, Prof. T. P. Hilditch, Prof. 
A. W. Stewart and Dr. Irvino Masson. Just as on a 
ship the master is called the "Old Man", so it was 
in the organic laboratory, for Collie was 'invariably 
referred to as the "Old Man", a title of which he was 
very proud, for he knew all that in it lay-unbounded 
respect, admiration and affection. 

Since my contacts with Collie in those years were 
mainly outside organic chemistry, it is more fitting 
that another should pay tribute to him as one of the 
great organic chemists of his tin1e. Prof. Smiles 
writes : "I hesitate to compare Collie and Perkin, 
they were so different and yet supreme in their own 
line in their day. If I must compare them, I would 
attempt an analogy, a poor onG as all such must be. 
Collie I would regard as the landscape gardener, 
whilst Perkin was the energetic producer of really 
fine crops of new varieties. Collie took a very broad 
view of the subject, the relations of various parts of 
it to one another, and of the whole to other branches 
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