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of the English Coast", in conjunction with the late 
Dr. A. W. Rowe, and surveyed western Cornwall 
with Upfield Green. The Geologists' Association, of 
which he was honorary secretary for nine years, 
published the results of the chalk survey. 

Inspired by the projected "Index Kewensis" for 
plants, Sherborn put forward in 1890 a scheme for 
an "Index Animalium", designed to provide a com
plete list of all generic and trivial names from 1758 
to 1850, with a reference to the date and place of 
publication of each name. This stupendous task, 
involving the extraction of more than 415,000 
references from the original sources, proceeded 
steadily, and, in spite of a serious breakdown in 
Sherborn's health during the early stages, the first 
volume ( 17 58-1800) appeared in 1902. The ten 
volumes comprising the second section (1800-1850) 
were published under the auspices of the British 
Museum (Natural History), and the final part did 
not appear until 1933-forty-three years after the 
inception of his self-imposed task! 

Sherborn's published papers, many of them of a 
bibliographical nature, number nearly two hundred, 
commencing with one on Jurassic fossils in 1886 and 
ending with his extremely useful booklet "Where is 
the -- Collection?" in 1940. In addition, his 
bibliographical work led him to amass copious notes 
in manuscript, which have been consulted at the 
Museum by numerous workers and proved invaluable 
when a catalogue of the Museum's library was pre
pared by the late B. B. Woodward. He found time 
to investigate the history of his own family, a labour 
of love which resulted in "A History of the Family 
of Sherborn" (1901) and "A Sketch of the Life of 
Charles William Sherborn" (1912). 

Sherborn was an honorary fellow of the Zoological 
Society of London, and served on the Publication 
and Finance Committees for many years ; an 
associate of the Linnean Society of London; presi
dent of the Society for the Bibliography of Natural 
History ; and an honorary life fellow of the Metro
politan Museum of New York. In 1931 the University 
of Oxford conferred upon him the honorary degree 
of doctor of science--a fitting recognition of his life's 
work. 

Such, in brief outline, was the professional career 
of a man whose liberal culture and diversity vf 
interest and activity were a constant surprise even 
to those who knew him well. Possessed of a very 
modest income, and living what to others appeared 
a most spartan life, he was able to indulge his passion 
for collecting stamps, coins, books, manuscripts, 
prints, and antiquities of all kinds. His valuable 
series of Byzantine coins, on which he was a recognized 
authority, was presented shortly before his death to 
the Fitzwilliam Museum, Cambridge, and his prints 
to the Art Department of University College, London. 
His many donations to both branches of the British 
Museum and to other institutions, together with his 
generous gifts to colleagues and friends, provided a 
practical expression of one of his most cherished 
convictions-that objects of special interest or value 
should ultimately rest in the hands of those who would 
best appreciate them. 

Of the many qualities that endeared him to all, 
his kindliness, toleration, ready wit and equable 
temper, and, above all, his abundant generosity, 
stand out, and few who were admitted to friendship 
with "The Squire" can have failed to benefit by the 
association. His ready hospitality to foreign visitors 
and to other lonely folk provides but one example 

of his thought for others, and an invitation to 
"smoke and chat" at his house gave promise of an 
entertaining and instructive evening. His alleged 
dislike of women was probably a pose, and those 
wives of his friends who were lucky enough to gain 
his friendship soon discovered the kindly and sensitive 
nature beneath the cloak of gruff misogynism. Hf' 
was unmarried, and is survived by two brothers. 

J. R. NORMAN. 

Mr. R. G. McConnell 

RICHARD GEORGE McCoNNELL died in Ottawa. 
Canada, on April 1, 1942, in his eighty-sixth year. 
His death removed one of the last of Canada's out
standing geological explorers. He was born in 
Chatham, Quebec, on March 26, 1857, received his 
B.A. degree from McGill University in 1879 with 
first-class honours in natural sciences and in 1880 
began geological exploration for the Geological Survey 
of Canada. His first work with the Geological Survey 
was done in Quebec province, but during 1881-1914 
he was engaged every summer in geological studies 
mainly of reconnaissance and explorat.ory nature in 
the west and north-west of Canada. In 1914, he was 
appointed Deputy Minister of Mines, which position 
he held until his retirement from the Department in 
1921. For several years thereafter he carried on 
consulting geological work and spent two summers 
on geological work for the Ontario Department of 
Mines. 

McConnell 's field work in the west as an officer of 
the Geological Survey covered a tremendous area. For 
five years he dealt with southern Alberta and 
Saskatchewan, providing much new information on 
the stratigraphy and coal areas. For three years he 
studied and mapped the Rocky Mountains west of 
Calgary, and was the first to recognize and interpret 
the great thrust faults along the mountain front. 
For four years he carried on geological mapping in 
the highly metalliferous West Kootenay area in 
British Columbia. For a ten-year period his work 
lay in Yukon, where among many important contri
butions may be mentioned his study of the White
horse copper belt, the Klondike placer field and his 
persistent recommendations for dredging which were 
later carried out with considerable profit. For eight 
years he worked in various parts of British Columbia, 
dealing mainly with the Portland Canal district, 
Texada Island, Finlay and Omenica Rivers and 
Rainy Hollow. For two years he covered ground 
north of Lesser Slave Lake, including the Athabaska 
tar sand area. For one winter he remained in the 
far north, and during the preceding and following 
field seasons made one of the longest and most 
remarkable Canadian exploratory trips when he 
travelled from Wrangell via Telegraph Creek, Dease 
River and Liard River to the delta of the Mackenzie, 
returning by way of Porcupine and Yukon Rivers to 
Skagway. As a result of this trip down through the 
Grand Canyon of the Liard he was the first explorer 
to recognize the fact that the Rocky Mountain 
system ended at latitude 60° N. The results of his 
field work were published on many geological maps 
and in some forty reports of the Geological Survey. 

McConnell was a fellow of the Royal Society of 
Canada ; he was elected in 1913 and president of Section 
4 in 1918. He was elected a fellow of the Geological 
Society of America in 1889. He became a member 
of the Canadian Institute of Mining and Metallurgy 
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in 1898. He was also an honorary member of the 
National Geographic Society 

In November 1898 he married Jean T. Botterell 
of Montreal. His wife predeceased him by three years. 
He is survived by a son, Richard, on active service in 
Africa, and a daughter, Winifred. 

He did not seek reward or high position ; his 
ambition was to do the appointed task as well as 
possible and to further the science of geology. In 
order to be prepared for any work that he might be 
called upon to do, he kept himself in excellent physical 
condition by taking long walks. He took hardships 
as a matter of course, but nevertheless he could tell 
interesting stories about them afterwards when 
surrounded by personal friends, though he invariably 
declined to tell of his work or experiences on a public 
platform. After his return from an expedition he 
would immediately write his account of it in excellent 
English, and for the rest of the winter or spring would 
study reports of other geologists to keep up to date 
in his chosen field. He was fond of the outdoor life, 
and his keen powers of observation made him an 
outstanding field geologist. He loved the hills and 
was reluctant to give up his summer explorations to 
take on office duties as Deputy Minister. His body 
was cremated in Montreal and the ashes were scat
tered over the country he loved so much. 

GEORGE HANSON. 

Major G. W. Dunkin 

MAJOR G. W. DuNKIN, lately director of the 
Agricultural Research Council Field Station, Compton, 
Berks, died on March 21 of this year. After post
graduate study, taking the diploma of veterinary 
hygiene of the University of Liverpool, he settled in 
general veterinary practice in K ent. Three or four 
years later, on the outbreak of war in 1914, he joined 
the Royal Army Veterinary Corps and spent most 
of his war service in Egypt, latterly commanding 
the 20th Veterinary Hospital in that country. He 
returned to practice after the War, but in 1923 was 

appointed superintendent of the Farm Laboratories' 
Medical Research Council, Mill Hill. 

From then on he carried out much important 
research on animal disease problems, and in this 
sphere his keen and inquiring mind and his early 
training and experience enabled him to plan and 
execute intricate large-scale experiments with domesti
cated animals and bring these to successful con
clusions, avoiding much of the incidental, often 
unforeseen, complication that can delay and spoil 
such work on occasion. 

Undoubtedly Dunkin's name will be remembered 
in future more particularly in connexion with the 
successful investigation into the causation of dis
temper in dogs carried out in collaboration with the 
late Sir Patrick Laidlaw. This is a classic in epidemic 
disease research. Among diseases to which Dunkin 
devoted much time are Johne's disease of cattle and 
bovine contagious abortion. He spent years on the 
study of Johne's disease, particularly with a view to 
the elaboration of a reliable diagnostic agent and to 
the production of a vaccine. He obtained important 
results, and though the problems have not been 
solved his contributions will be remembered. 

In 1937 Dunkin was appointed to the Compton 
post and the intervening years were devoted to the 
organiz8.tion of the estate to suit the requirements 
of the Agricultural Research Council, and to the 
inauguration of a large-scale research scheme on 
bovine contagious abortion. 

Major Dunkin was a very active man in many 
spheres. He had held high offi.ce in the National 
Veterinary Medical Association of Great Britain and 
Ireland and on the Council of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. He was chairman of the 
examination committee of that body. He was 
chairman for some years of the editorial committee 
of the National Veterinary Medical Association and 
chairman of a special committee of the Association 
to investigate small animal euthanasia, an important 
report being published under his guidance. He held 
the office of president, Section of Comparative 
Medicine, Royal Society of Medicine. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Sir Henry Tizard, K.C.B., F.R.S. 

BY electing Sir Henry Tizard as their president, 
the Fellows of Magdalen College, Oxford, have made 
a timely and important break with Oxford tradition, 
for he is the first man of science to become a head 
of a college there. When•the country can spare him 
from his present extremely important duties as a 
member of the Air Council and of the Advisory 
Council of the Ministry of Aircraft Production, he 
will return to his old college with a mind enriched 
by an exceptionally wide and varied experience in 
the arts of war and peace. H e won his spurs in 
scientific research under the guidance of Prof. 
Townsend, and his valuable work with Dr. Pye on 
adiabatic compression of gases made a link with 
internal combustion engineering which he has main
tained ever since. The War of 1914-18 turned his 
thoughts and efforts to aeronautical research, and he 
has long exerted a highly important directing in
fluence on British aircraft development, and on the 
solution of the problems of air warfare, offensive and 
defensive ; these services have stood the nation in 
good stead during the present great struggle for a 

free world. The guidance of State assistance to 
research in pure science and in industry occupied 
him for eight years between the two Wars, and from 
that he turned to the administration of scientific and 
technical education, as rector of the Imperial College 
of Science and Technology, which has greatly pros
pered under his leadership. At Oxford, as in London, 
it is certain that he will not only be successful as 
head of his College, but also take a prominent part 
in science, education and national affairs. 

Dr. W. S. Gordon 
IN the obituary notices in this issue reference is 

made to the work of the late Major G. W. Dunkin, 
who was director for the past five years of the 
Compton Field Station of the Agricultural Research 
Council. Dr. W. S. Gordon, senior bacteriologist, 
Animal Diseases Research Association, Moredun 
Institute, Gilmerton, Edinburgh, has been appointed 
to succeed Major Dunkin. A graduate of the 
Glasgow Veterinary College in 1923, Dr. Gordon 
was on the staff of the Wellcome Physiological 
Research Laboratories, Beckenham, for some years 
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