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ECONOMICS IN THE U.S.S.R. 
Soviet Economy and the War 
By Maurice Dobb. Pp. v+88. (London: George 
Routledge and Sons, Ltd., 1941.) 3s. net. 

Dear Joe 
Letters from Bill Smith to Joseph Stalin.. By E. W. 
and M. M. Robson. Pp. 96. (London : Martin 
Seeker and Warburg, Ltd., 1942.) 28. 6d. net. 

T HE closer political collaboration between Great 
Britain and Soviet Russia which has now 

materialized is as essential to the establishment of 
order and freedom in Europe when victory has been 
won ·as it is to the victory of the United Nations. 
That collaboration can scarcely be fully effective tm
less it is based on a mutual understanding and 
respect, and there is still room for literature which is 
designed to remove misunderstandings and give some
thing more than a superficial picture of life and 
thought in the two different societies. Far too much 
of the mass of literature on Russia in Great Britain 
is objective, if not undisguisedly biased in oi).e 
direction or another or frankly propaganda. Mr. 
Maurice Dobb's "Soviet Economy and the War" is a 
modest effort at an objective account of the economic 
system of Soviet Russia with reference to Russia's 
part in the War, and he stresses the urgent .need 
for a more just appraisal of Soviet economy to-day 
if the alliance is to bear fruit in a practical policy 
and lasting co-operation of the two peoples. Mistakes 
in our foreign policy towards the U.S.S.R. will 
assuredly be repeated in the absence of accurate and 
unprejudiced knowledge of the economic and 
military potential of our ally. 

Mr. Dobb makes a definite contribution to that 
better understanding, and he should at least banish 
the complacent assumption that the U.S.S.R. can 
bear the full weight of German war economy. For 
waging a prolonged war of attrition, he concludes that 
the U.S.S.R. is weaker than Germany as regards the 
economic basis of her war effort, if she has to face 
alone the full onslaught of the German war machine, 
although in some respects the U.S.S.R. is immeasur
ably stronger than in the difficult days of the First 
Five-Year Plan a decade ago. Apart from this, Mr. 
Dobb gives a clue to the root cause of the very high 
degree of initiative, as well as of morale and of 
enthusiasm; which has been shown by the ordinary 
people in the Red Army or Air Force and as guerilla 
fighters, or in the factory or ordinary civilian life. 
The value of the training and organization, under 
Soviet economy, of the ordinary workers and salaried 
staffs in industry, to participate in the discussion 
and concrete criticism of policy before it is made has 
received striking demonstration. 

E. W. and M. M. Robson's book is another attempt 
at the interpretation of the British order of society 
with the view of mutual understanding. Written 
from the British point of view, it is acutely but con
structively critical of certain elements of weakness 
in the Soviet order, and administers a wholesome 
corrective to some of the fulsome adulation of Soviet 
ways and ideas which has recently been popular. 
Unfortunately, much of .the book is far from easy 
reading, and neither the exposition of the ideas or 
traditions of Anglo-Saxon democracy nor the analysis 
of those developments in Russia, belonging to the 
negative side of the revolution, which led to the 
signature of the pact with Hitler, are by any means 
so lucid as could be desired. None the less, the 

glimpse of the possibilities of Anglo-Soviet co-opera
tion, and of renewal of the creative forces in both 
countries through the positive elements which have 
inspired such magnificent· resistance to aggression, 
warrants the hope of a further attempt on similar 
lines with a wider and more popular appeal. 

R. BRIGHTMAN. 
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Co., 1941.) 258. net. 
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edition. Pp. ix+482. (New York and London: 
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EVER since its appearance more than thirty 
years ago, "Lake and Rastall" has been recog

nized as our leading elementary text-book on geology. 
Now, in its fifth edition, it has been carefully revised 
and largely rewritten by Dr. Rastall. While the 
general plan remains unchanged, the balance of the 
various topics has been improved and the treatment 
modernized. Some sections have been shortened or 
omitted (for example, certain details of mineralogy 
and petrology) to make room for new matter con
cerned with subjects in which there has been con
siderable recent progress, as in the chapter on sedi
mentary rocks. In revising the stratigraphical 
chapters, the admirable regional handbooks issued 
by H.M. Geological Survey have been fully utilized. 

Here and there revision has perhaps not gone far 
enough. Neither the intrusive masses of the Cuillins 
and Red Hills of Skye (p. 247) nor the granite intru
sion of the Cheviots (p. 4 7 5) should now be considered 
as laccoliths. In the classification table on p. 263 
there is still no indication that plagioclase is an 
essential mineral of alkali-gabbro. The old inter
pretation of the nickel ores of Sudbury as segregations 
of immiscible sulphides (p. 265) is no longer tenable, 
since the ores are now known to be of later origin 
than the basic rocks with which they are associated. 
In connexion with the emplacement of igneous rocks 
there is some confusion on p. 264 between melting 
and overhead stoping, while the use of the term 
"melting" (pp. 13 and 250) hides the fact that 
granitization involves a change of chemical com
position. However, these are minor defects, mostly 
inherited from earlier editions. 

A particularly laudable feature of the book is the 
refreshing absence of dogmatism and the frank 
recognition that many of the hypotheses concerning 
fundamental problems are still little more than 
speculative. "Lake and Rastall" has always been 
esteemed for ' the broadness of its scope, the clarity 
of its style and the unfailing interest of its treatment. 
In this new edition its high reputation should be still 
further enhanced. 

Branson and Tarr's "Introduction"., which deals 
with both physical and historical geology, is now, in 
its second edition, a far more attractive volume than 
before. The most conspicuous change is to be found 
in the illustrations ; several .new ones have been 
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