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I will conclude with a few general remarks. When 
I first came across the method I knew it was of the 
greatest importance, but I doubted if the middle of 
a war was the time to start it. I asked this very 
question of two of the experts in the Bell Laboratory, 
and both contradicted this first thought of mine and 
said that it could be applied piecemeal to one pro
cess after another without delay in production. 'rhen, 
as showing how quickly people could adapt them
selves to it, I may recount an incident I experienced. 
Immediately after visiting Colonel Simon, I happened 
to be at Frankford Arsenal, which in peace-time was 
the principal factory making ammunition for the U.S. 
Army. As such, I expected it would be rather con
servative and that it might be suspicious of new
fangled methods, and I therefore asked one of the 
chief colonels there what he thought of these methods, 
which, I may emphasize, are quite new in their applica
tion to military stores. His reply was that it seemed 
the only sensible way of doing the business. 

Another point well worth consideration is that 
many works have already existing a mass of data of 
the kind used by the statistician, but they do not 
submit them to the same analysis. In such cases 
the change of procedure would be only slight, and a 
greatly improved control would be obtained by 
applying the statistical method. 

Thirdly, the method gives information about the 
size of sample that should be tested. In some cases 
it may be inadequate, whereas in others it will be 
found that testing a much smaller sample would 
give sufficiently reliable information on the quality 
of the whole. 

We cannot, of course, expect that the method is a 
panacea for all troubles, and I expect in some cases 
it will be tried and prove unsuitable ; but I will 
venture the forecast that the opposite will much 
more often be the case, and that many processes 
to which at first sight it seems inapplicable will later 
be found to benefit greatly by the introduction of 
statistical control. 

OBITUARIES 
Mr. W. P. Pycraft 

WILLIAM PLANE PYCRAFT, who died on May 1, 
was a well-known ornithologist and comparative 
anatomist. He was born at Great Yarmouth in 1868 
and while a schoolboy was attracted to natural 
history by the wild life of the Norfolk Broads. He 
became a observer of all living things, but 
devoted himself specially to birds. After leaving 
school, he desired to follow . natural history as a 
profession, and started as a private pupil with the 
curator of the Leicester Museum, where he learned 
the art of preserving and preparing animals for 
study and exhibition. In 1892 he was introduced to 
Prof. (afterwards Sir) Ray Lankester, who invited 
him to be his assistant in making preparations for 
the Oxford University Museum. While thus occupied 
he attended Lankester's lectures and demonstrations, 
and thus extended his outlook by acquiring a good 
knowledge of the structures and relationships of 
animals. When Lankester was appointed director of 
the British Museum (Natural History) in 1898, 
Pycraft accompanied him to London and became 
his temporary assistant there. Soon afterwards he 
joined the permanent staff of the Zoological Depart
ment of the Museum, where he remained as an 

assistant until his retirement in 1933. He spent his 
later life at Longcross near Chertsey, Surrey, in 
surroundings where he could continue the field 
observations which he had begun in early youth. 

The original researches carried out by Mr. Pycraft 
were concerned chiefly with the anatomy of birds. 
His first paper, published in the Ibis in 1895, de
scribed and discussed the arrangement of the feathers 
in the Tinamous, and in 1898 he contributed a 
memoir on the feathering of the owls to the Trans
actions of the Linnean Society. Between 1898 and 
1907 he wrote a valuable series of nine papers on the 
osteology of birds published in the Proceedings of the 
Zoological Society, and in 1900 he discussed the 
morphology and phylogeny of the Pal::eognath::e and 
Neognath::e in an extensive memoir in the Trans
actions of the same Society. 

Mr. Pycraft also began to take much interest in 
the variations of the human skull, and in 1915 he 
proposed to substitute for the Frankfort base
line another line which passed wholly through the 
cranium avoiding the upper part of the face. This 
proved to be not generally acceptable, and he returned 
to the subject in a paper in Man in 1925. He wrote 
several accounts of human skulls, the most note
worthy being his description of the Boskop fossil 
from South Africa in the Journal of the Royal Anthro
pological Institute of 1913', and a description of the 
Rhodesian fossil skull in a British Museum volume 
in 1928. He took part in several discussions on the 
Piltdown skull, and in 1917 published in Science 
Progress an account of the lower jaw which pointed 
out its differences from the jaw of an ape. 

Mr. Pycraft was also a prolific writer of popular 
books and articles on natural history, which brought 
him a large correspondence and not infrequently led 
to the discovery of new facts. His first popular books 
were the small "Stories of Bird Life", "Fish Life" 
and "Reptile Life", published by Newnes in London 
between 1900 and 1905. "A History of Birds", a 
more serious work, appeared in 1910, and his "Birds 
of Great Britain" followed in 1934. His volumes on 
the "Infancy of Anima;ls", "The Courtship of Animals" 
(1913) and "Camouflage in Nature" (1925) are 
especially readable and contain original observations. 
His weekly article in the Illustrated London News 
was a much-appreciated feature of this paper for 
many years, and attracted wide attention. 

In all his writings Mr. Pycraft showed great 
interest in the possible mode of evolution of the 
various structures and habits which he described, and 
an address on "Some New Aspects of Evolution" 
which he delivered to the Norfolk and Norwich 
Naturalists' Society in 1935 was reprinted in the 
annual report of the Smithsonian Institution, 
Washington, in the following year. His style was 
sometimes forceful, for when he had formed an 
opinion he could not readily be persuaded that .it 
might be mistaken ; but he had a versatile mind 
and was always inspiring. He is mourned by a large 
circle of friends who learned the more to appreciate 
him the closer they were associated with him. 

A. S. WoODWARD. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 
Prof. Charles Cohen, formerly of the Brussels 

Pasteur Institute, aged sixty-one. 
Dr. R. L. Ditmars, the distinguished herpetologist, 

formerly curator of mammals and reptiles in New 
York Zoological Park, on May 12, aged sixty-five. 
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