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NEWS and VIEWS 

Grassland Research in Great Britain 
Sir George Stapledon, C.B.E., F.R.S. 

THE appointment of Sir George Stapledon as the 
'director of the Ministry of Agriculture Grassland 
Improvement Station, Dodwell, marks a break in a 
long period of pioneer service which may be said to 
have revolutionized the current methods of grassland 
management. After holding the posts of professor 
at Cirencester and adviser in agricultural botany at 
Aberystwyth, Sir George became the first director of 
the official Seed Testing Station when it was founded 
by the Food Production Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture during the War of 1914-18. Thence 
he proceeded to the chair of agricultural botany at 
Aberystwyth and also became director of the Welsh 
Plant Breeding Station when it was founded in 1919. 
Gathering round him a band of enthusiastic and 
patient research· assistants, he began. the long series 
of experiments which have made his work famous 
the world over. 

So early as 1913 Sir George was interested in pasture 
problems, such as drought resistance, and the response 
of grassland species under manuring, and in 1916 he 
collaborated with his present successor T. J. Jenkin 
in investigations on indigenous species in relation to 
habitat and sown species. For the next twenty-five 
years his attention was devoted to the various ways 
in which the grasslands of Great Britain could be 
improved and better use made of the great acreage 
of unprofitable and neglected pastures up and down 
Great Britain. The importance of varieties and 
strains was fully recognized, and geneticists and 
plant breeders on his staff concentrated their atten
tion on the production of the special types of the 
herbage plants needed for specific purposes. The 
labour involved was immense, and only by most 

organization has it been possible to carry 
•through the work without confusion or delay, and to 
apply the results to agricultural practice. Varieties 
of grasses and clovers have been bred for earliness or 
lateness, for leaf or stem production, for spreading 
or erect types, to provide seed to meet different 
requirements. 

Parallel with the work, problems of 
management were investigated, particularly in rela
tion to the effects of grazing, and the most amazing 
and valuable results were obtained. But all the 
time Sir George was working towards his main object 
of obtaining recognition from the Government and 
farmers alike that poor or derelict pasture ·could be 
so improved as to become an important asset instead 
of a liability. Much preliminary critical work was 
carried out, the importance of buried and viable seeds 
in the soil being early recognized. Then in 1933 the 
Station acquired Cahn Hill, whereon large-scale hill 
experiments could be made in order to develop 
methods whereby improvements could be made and 
to determine their economic value. Much progress 
has been made, both on the hill pastures and in con
nexion with ley farming, in which poor permanent 
pasture is improved by ploughing up and reseeding. 
Sir George Stapledon's new appointment will provide 
an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
his ideas, backed by wide experience, and the venture 
will be followed with great interest by all who have 
the interests of agriculture at heart. 

Dr. T. J. Jenkin 
DR. T. J. JENKIN, who succeeds Sir George 

Stapledon at Aberystwyth as professor of agriculture 
and as director of the Plant Breeding Station, has 
been associated with the Station from its very early 
days, and prior to that was adviser in agricultural 
botany at the University College of North Wales, 
Bangor. At this time he also worked on seed testing 
and collaborated with Sir George Stapledon. His 
early work at Aberystwyth included rust resistance 
trials with wheat, but his attention was soon con
centrated on the genetics and breeding of grasses, of 
which work he was in charge. For years he has 
devoted himself to the varied aspects of grass im
provement, including the problems correlated with 
self- and cross-fertilization in the more economic 
species, carrying on comprehensive experiments in 
connexion with the artificial hybridization of grasses. 
His work on inter-specific and inter-generic crosses 
with the grasses opens up many possibilities for the 
future of grassland improvement. 

The valuable results obtained during the com
paratively short space of a quarter of a century are 
eloquent of painstaking and accurate concentration 
on a multiplicity of details, involving great personal 
sacrifices of time and leisure. The appointment of 
Dr. Jenkin as successor to Sir George Stapledon 
ensures that the best traditions of the Plant Breeding 
Station will be carried on by one who has himself 
done much to build up the esteem with which the 
work of the Station is regarded. 

Agricultural Advisers in Washington and London 
THE growing importance of agriculture, both in 

national and in international affairs, has in recent 
years necessitated certain changes in diplomatic and 
consular representatives. Denmark, Norway, Sweden 
and Holland have long had agricultural councillors 
attached to their consulates in London ; men of high 
distinction such as Mr. Harald Faber, Mr. van Rijn, 
Mr. I. Bagge (to mention only past officers) and others 
whose pre-eminence in their subject caused them to 
be greatly respected by experts in Great Britain. 
The United States has now appointed an agricultural 
adviser, Mr. Loyd V. Steere, who has already had 
some years of service in Berlin, so that he is 
thoroughly familiar not only with American but also 
with Continental conditions. Mr; Steere will be 
cordially welcomed by British agriculturists. 

The British Government has now decided to 
appoint an agricultural expert to its Embassy at 
Washington and has selected Prof. Scott Watson for 
the post. The choice will give universal satisfaction. 
Prof. Scott Watson has an unusually wide know
ledge of the subject and of the persons concerned 
with it. He holds the Sibthorpian chair of rural 
economy in the University of Oxford, is a member 
of the Agricultural Research Council and the Agri
cultural Improvement Council ; he is also editor of 
the Royal Agricultural Society's publications, and is 
a well-known broadcaster. 

Scientific Direction of War 
RECENT correspondence in the Press on the 

direction of war strategy, to which reference is made 
in the leading article on p. fi31 of this issue of NATURE, 
has had a sequel in the form of a discussion in the 
House of Lords on May 5. Lord Denman directed 
attention to the White Paper on Organization for 
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Joint Planning recently issued, and said there is 
a considerable amount of dissatisfaction among tech
nical and engineer officers regarding methods of 
applying equipment to the Army. "We have men of 
great scientific ability, great technical experts, good 
factories and workshops, and skilled craftsmen and 
mechanics, but we need to make sure that they are 
being utilized to the best advantage." There should 
be a chain of technical responsibility from the Army 
Council down to the units in the field. Viscount 
Swinton also emphasized that we have the men of 
ability needed in the various fields, but found fault 
with the present system of utilizing them. Lord 
Milne said that the "great necessity at the present 
moment is a scheme to link together our great 
advantages in technical science with our require
ments in military strategy". 

Lord Hankey, who has until recently been much 
concerned with the co-ordination of resources of 
man-power in different fields, pointed out that the 
White Paper shows that great advances have been 
made at least in the lower stages, in the provision for 
collaboration, but there is room for further improve
ment, particularly at the ministerial stage. He 
expressed the hope that it would be possible to add 
a scientific staff to the Joint General Staff. "Each 
of the Service Departments is already using scientists, 
and has found them of great value for operational 
and other purposes. It is obvious that they should 
also be brought into the central control of the war." 
This reminds one of the attitude tak(')n by Sir Henry 
Tizard in his address at the annual luncheon of the 
Parliamentary and Science Committee (see NATURE, 
Feb. 7, p. 164). He divided the scientific effort in 
relation to the War into two portions: the tactical 
and the strategical. With regard to the former, he 
said that in Great Britain we have nothing to fear 
from any nation ; but the latter is not nearly so 
sound. The remedy, he said, is "to have scientists 
working side by side and in the closest collaboration 
with those who have the administrative and executive 
responsibility". The weight of opinion, scientific and 
lay, is clearly on the side of increased participation 
of science in the strategy of the War. 

School Medical Service in War-time 
IN a Chadwick Lecture delivered on May 12, Dr. 

J. Alison Glover, late senior medical officer, Board 
of Education, discussed the-school medical service in 
war-time. In the thirty-one years between the 
inauguration of the school medical service and the 
outbreak of the present War the service passed from 
ascertainment and treatment to prevention, and is 
entering into a fourth phase, the search for "positive 
health", the appreciation "that it is the legislator's 
task to frame a society which shall make the good 
life possible" and so enable every child to reach the 
highest degree of health and development of which he 
is inherently capable. These phases are well shown in 
the changing outlook on nutrition, from the ascer
tainment and treatment of malnutrition to the 
striving after optimum nutrition. In this period of 
thirty-one years, the British school-child has under
gone a wonderful metamorphosis for which, though 
many other factors have had a share, the school 
medical service has been largely responsible. The 
school-child of 1939 was bigger, more resistant to 
disease, cleaner and in every way fitter to stand the 
strain of total war than his predecessor of 1908. 

The present health of the school-child after two 
and a half years of war is shown to be well main-

tained whether it be judged by clinical assessment of 
nutrition, average measurements of growth, the 
incidence of· infectious and catarrhal diseases, the 
incidence of neurosis or the general impression of 
medical men, nurses or teachers closest in touch 
with school-children. Much vigilance is, however, 
necessary. The difficulties which the service en
countered from evacuation naturally differed in the 
reception and evacuation areas. They were increased 
by the constant ebb and flow of the ceaseless 'drift
back', by the interruptions of alerts, by shelter life, 
appropriation of schools for other purposes, and by the 
calling up for service with the Forces of medical men, 
dentists and nurses. The great development of the 
provision of meals and milk, the intensive ca!l:\Paign 
for immunization, the conversion of the camps 
provided by the National Camps Corporation into 
residential schools, and the great development of the 
provision for children under five years were also 
described. Despite some inevitable curtailment the 
service has continued to render efficient service. 

The Associatioll of Scientific Workers 
THE twenty -fifth annual council meeting of the Asso

ciation of Scientific Workers was held during May 2-3 
at the London School of Hygiene under the chairman
ship of the president, Mr. R. A. Watson Watt, F.R.S. 
About two hundred delegates, representing the eighty
four branches into which the membership of almost 
six thousand is divided, attended the Council. In his 
opening address Mr. Watson Watt spoke of the 
remarkable growth of the Association especially since 
its registration as a trade union, and its affiliation 
to the T.U.C. Referring to the Conference on "Science 
and the War Effort" convened by the Association 
in January last, he said that in spite of the success 
of that Conference it is necessary to persist if the 
criticisms made then of the misuse of science in the 
national effort are to result in practical action. 

If any fears have been felt that the remarkable 
growth of the Association in the trade union field was 
likely to have diminished its concern to maintain 
the highest scientific standards, these were set at 
rest by a number of forceful speeches insisting that 
the two sides of the Association's work must proceed 
hand in hand, and resolutions confirming this attitude 
were carried by an overwhelming majority_ Reports 
were given of the successful action taken by the 
Association to maintain standards of payment and 
working conditions in industry, and of the activities 
of committees dealing with science education, medical 
services, agriculture, and the proper use of refugee 
scientific workers. A report was also given of the 
activities of branches in the work of building up an 
appreciation of science and scientific method among 
the general public. 

Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. 
PROF. V. KoMAROV has been re-elected president 

of the Academy of Sciences of the U.S.S.R. 
At the concluding session of the general meeting 

of the Academy at Sverdlovsk on May 8, the following 
were elected honorary members : Prof. W. B. Cannon, 
George Higginson professor of physiology at Harvard 
Medical School ; Sir Henry Dale, president of the 
Royal Society; Prof. J. B. ,s, Haldane, Weldon 
professor of biometry at University College, London ; 
Prof. Ernest 0. Lawrence, director of the Radiation 
Laboratory, University of California ; and Prof. 
Gilbert Newton Lewis, professor of chemistry and dean 
of the College of Chemistry, University of California. 
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