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NEWS and VIEWS 

Grassland Research in Great Britain 
Sir George Stapledon, C.B.E., F.R.S. 

THE appointment of Sir George Stapledon as the 
'director of the Ministry of Agriculture Grassland 
Improvement Station, Dodwell, marks a break in a 
long period of pioneer service which may be said to 
have revolutionized the current methods of grassland 
management. After holding the posts of professor 
at Cirencester and adviser in agricultural botany at 
Aberystwyth, Sir George became the first director of 
the official Seed Testing Station when it was founded 
by the Food Production Department of the Ministry 
of Agriculture during the War of 1914-18. Thence 
he proceeded to the chair of agricultural botany at 
Aberystwyth and also became director of the Welsh 
Plant Breeding Station when it was founded in 1919. 
Gathering round him a band of enthusiastic and 
patient research· assistants, he began. the long series 
of experiments which have made his work famous 
the world over. 

So early as 1913 Sir George was interested in pasture 
problems, such as drought resistance, and the response 
of grassland species under manuring, and in 1916 he 
collaborated with his present successor T. J. Jenkin 
in investigations on indigenous species in relation to 
habitat and sown species. For the next twenty-five 
years his attention was devoted to the various ways 
in which the grasslands of Great Britain could be 
improved and better use made of the great acreage 
of unprofitable and neglected pastures up and down 
Great Britain. The importance of varieties and 
strains was fully recognized, and geneticists and 
plant breeders on his staff concentrated their atten
tion on the production of the special types of the 
herbage plants needed for specific purposes. The 
labour involved was immense, and only by most 

organization has it been possible to carry 
•through the work without confusion or delay, and to 
apply the results to agricultural practice. Varieties 
of grasses and clovers have been bred for earliness or 
lateness, for leaf or stem production, for spreading 
or erect types, to provide seed to meet different 
requirements. 

Parallel with the work, problems of 
management were investigated, particularly in rela
tion to the effects of grazing, and the most amazing 
and valuable results were obtained. But all the 
time Sir George was working towards his main object 
of obtaining recognition from the Government and 
farmers alike that poor or derelict pasture ·could be 
so improved as to become an important asset instead 
of a liability. Much preliminary critical work was 
carried out, the importance of buried and viable seeds 
in the soil being early recognized. Then in 1933 the 
Station acquired Cahn Hill, whereon large-scale hill 
experiments could be made in order to develop 
methods whereby improvements could be made and 
to determine their economic value. Much progress 
has been made, both on the hill pastures and in con
nexion with ley farming, in which poor permanent 
pasture is improved by ploughing up and reseeding. 
Sir George Stapledon's new appointment will provide 
an excellent opportunity to demonstrate the value of 
his ideas, backed by wide experience, and the venture 
will be followed with great interest by all who have 
the interests of agriculture at heart. 

Dr. T. J. Jenkin 
DR. T. J. JENKIN, who succeeds Sir George 

Stapledon at Aberystwyth as professor of agriculture 
and as director of the Plant Breeding Station, has 
been associated with the Station from its very early 
days, and prior to that was adviser in agricultural 
botany at the University College of North Wales, 
Bangor. At this time he also worked on seed testing 
and collaborated with Sir George Stapledon. His 
early work at Aberystwyth included rust resistance 
trials with wheat, but his attention was soon con
centrated on the genetics and breeding of grasses, of 
which work he was in charge. For years he has 
devoted himself to the varied aspects of grass im
provement, including the problems correlated with 
self- and cross-fertilization in the more economic 
species, carrying on comprehensive experiments in 
connexion with the artificial hybridization of grasses. 
His work on inter-specific and inter-generic crosses 
with the grasses opens up many possibilities for the 
future of grassland improvement. 

The valuable results obtained during the com
paratively short space of a quarter of a century are 
eloquent of painstaking and accurate concentration 
on a multiplicity of details, involving great personal 
sacrifices of time and leisure. The appointment of 
Dr. Jenkin as successor to Sir George Stapledon 
ensures that the best traditions of the Plant Breeding 
Station will be carried on by one who has himself 
done much to build up the esteem with which the 
work of the Station is regarded. 

Agricultural Advisers in Washington and London 
THE growing importance of agriculture, both in 

national and in international affairs, has in recent 
years necessitated certain changes in diplomatic and 
consular representatives. Denmark, Norway, Sweden 
and Holland have long had agricultural councillors 
attached to their consulates in London ; men of high 
distinction such as Mr. Harald Faber, Mr. van Rijn, 
Mr. I. Bagge (to mention only past officers) and others 
whose pre-eminence in their subject caused them to 
be greatly respected by experts in Great Britain. 
The United States has now appointed an agricultural 
adviser, Mr. Loyd V. Steere, who has already had 
some years of service in Berlin, so that he is 
thoroughly familiar not only with American but also 
with Continental conditions. Mr; Steere will be 
cordially welcomed by British agriculturists. 

The British Government has now decided to 
appoint an agricultural expert to its Embassy at 
Washington and has selected Prof. Scott Watson for 
the post. The choice will give universal satisfaction. 
Prof. Scott Watson has an unusually wide know
ledge of the subject and of the persons concerned 
with it. He holds the Sibthorpian chair of rural 
economy in the University of Oxford, is a member 
of the Agricultural Research Council and the Agri
cultural Improvement Council ; he is also editor of 
the Royal Agricultural Society's publications, and is 
a well-known broadcaster. 

Scientific Direction of War 
RECENT correspondence in the Press on the 

direction of war strategy, to which reference is made 
in the leading article on p. fi31 of this issue of NATURE, 
has had a sequel in the form of a discussion in the 
House of Lords on May 5. Lord Denman directed 
attention to the White Paper on Organization for 
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