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of that county were models of discriminating obser
vation. For twenty-three years he was treasurer of 
the Conchological Society and he served as vice· 
president of the Linnean Society, the Ray . Society, 
the British Ornithological Union, the Malacological 
Society, the British Ecological Society, and on the 
committee of the British Ornithological Club. 

Like all men who possess not mere ability but also 
wisdom, Oldham was essentially modest and his 
published papers, though nUmerous ·and valuable, 
are but a poor indication of the profundity and wealth 
of the knowledge that was so freely placed at the 
disposal of others. To accompany him in the field 
was to enjoy a liberal education and to share the 
riches of a well-plenished mind, whilst the privilege 
of his friendship was both an inspiration and a 
stimulus. His loss to science is the greater because 
in these days of "learning more and more about less 
and . less", the number of those who combine the 
insight of the specialist with a balanced perspective 
is growing fewer although the need for them increases. 

E . J. SALtSBURY. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 

Lieut.-Commander L. C. Bernacchi, who was 
physicist to the Southern Cross Antarctic Expedition, 
1901-4, on April 24, aged sixty-five. 

Prof. H. L. Bowman, Waynflete professor of 
mineralogy and crystallography in the University of 
Oxford, on April 22, aged seventy-seven. 

Dr. Arthur Michael, emeritus professor of organie 
chemistry at Harvard University, on February 8, 
aged eighty-eight. . 

Prof. Carl Oppenheimer, editor ofTabulw Biologic03, 
Enzymologia and author of well-known books on 
biochemistry, aged sixty-seven, on December 24, at 
The Hague. 

Colonel M. 0. Tandy, O.B.E., formerly of the 
Survey of India, on April 18, aged sixty-eight. 

Dr. W. E. Thrift, provost of Trinity College) 
Dublin, and formerly Erasmus Smith professor of 
natural and experimental philosophy in the College, 
on April 23, aged seventy-one. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Planning and Rebuilding in Britain 

IN his first official statement in the House of Lords 
as Minister of Works and Buildings, Lord Portal 
emphasized that the policy initiated by his pre
decessor, Lord Reith, still holds good. Lord Portal 
was replying to inquiries by the Bishop of Winchester, 
who voiced the wide anxiety as to whether the recent 
changes at the Ministry of Works and Buildings 
meant a change in the Government's intentions. 
He emphasized that unless planning took a pro
minent place in housing reconstruction, there would 
be chaos through the rivalry of competing authorities 
and uneconomic use would be made of the land, 
with the attendant spectacle of distressed areas. 

Lord Portal explained that the broad objective of 
the new Ministry would be the right use of the 
of Great Britain for all purposes. The Minister would 
have the responsibility of seeirig that policies in 
regard to agriculture, transport, etc., were properly 
co-ordinated. Further legislation will be introduced 
in the light of reports to be submitted very shortly 
by Mr. Justice Uthwatt and Mr. Justice Scott. 
Considerable reduction in the number of planning 
authorities has already been made by voluntary 
arrangement. Lord Portal also said he is working 
in close collaboration with the Paymaster-General in 
considering the relation of planning to the need for 
the preservation of areas of natural beauty and 
especially the coastline. With regard to the building 
industry, it would be essential that, directly the 
War ends, the industry should be ready, through 
organization, to cope with the demands which 
would be made on it. The personnel of the industry 
would have to be dealt with on a new basis. 

The Central and Supplementary Registers 
THE Minister of Labour stated last winter that it 

was proposed to merge the Central and Supplemen
tary Registers in a new Appointments Department 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
This has now been The Central Register 
covers those with scientific and technical qualifica-

tions, while the Supplementary Register includes 
those with administrative and managerial qualifica
tions and others, not on the Central Register, with 
scientific and professional qualifications. It is stated 
that there is now a lack of men in nearly every 
branch covered by the Central Register. As regards 
the Supplementary Register, every effort will be 
made by new Appointments .Department to 
make the best use of the varied qualifications which 
are represented. The Register will be revised at 
intervals of two months, and it is intended to arrange 
personal interviews with all those whose names are 
on it. It will be decentralized to some thirty appoint
ments offices outside London, all of which will be 
liriked with the Appointments Department in London 
at Sardinia Street, Kingsway, W.C.2. The Central 
Register is being moved to the same address. These 
Registers, if properly handled, should prove of 
immense value in assessing the professional resources 
of the country for both present and future needs. 

Association for Planning and Regional Reconstruction 
THE Association for Planning and Regional Re

construction, · Ltd., is incorporated as a limited 
company not for purpose of profit, and its board 
is responsible for the direction and co-ordination of 
research into post-war problems. While the policy 
of the Association is to co-operate with individuals, 
organizations and local and national authorities, it 
does not itself undertake direct works of reconstruc
tion. Its object is to serve .as a centre for research, 
for which purpose it employs a small trained research 
staff, and to advise and to suggest, as well as to 
correlate experience. It also endeavours to train a 
nucleus of men and women in the technique of 
planning in its' broadest sense. The work of the 
School of Planning and Research for National 
Development is now carried on through the Asso
ciation. 

The Association has issued a series of four-page 
broadsheets setting out simply and concisely the 
results of each piece of research. Of the broadsheets 
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so far issued, one contains general information 
regarding the work of the Association and others 
deal with the distribution of fresh food, human 
wastes, their collection and disposal, and a summary 
of existing methods of disposal. The first of these 
outlines a system. of fresh-food production and 
distribution, assuming a network of 'control farms' 
and 'fresh food centres'. Those on human wastes 
summarize suggestions as to how such wastes can 
be used to maintain soil fertility, and give a technical 
analysis of present systems of disposal. The Associa
tion is also engaged on the preparation of a ·series 
of maps, designed to present existing statistical and 
other information on various problems in visual form. 
It is also studying the problems of a service to 
promote positive health and the lay-out of a 'health 
centre', standards governing housing density, pre
fabrication possibilities in housing construction, and 
the marketing of goods in relation to planning. 

Scientific Data in Glass Technology 
IN his presidential address to the Society of Glass 

Technology, delivered on April 14, Dr. S. English 
discussed "The Colhmercial Use of Scientific Data". 
After a brief review of the rapid development of the 
science of glass technology during the past twenty
five years, and the importance· of the results obtained 
in their application to manufacturing processes, the 
problems of illuminating glassware of the diffusing 
type were considered in detail. Three essential 
requirements of such glassware are that it should be 
(1) practicable from the manufacturing point of view, 
(2) technically correct from the illuminating point of 
view, {3) artistically correct. The problem of glare 
was emphasized in relation to the adaptability of the 
human eye to an enormous range of illumination 
intensities from 2,000 to 4,000 ft.-candles on a bright 
summer day to 0·002-ft. candles for A.R.P. lighting. 
Diffusing glass envelopes reduce the glare and 
increase the detail comprehended by the eye by 
removing the intensely bright sotu-ce from direct 
vision. 

The properties of completely diffusing opal 
glasses in conjunction with metal filament lamps 
were then described. In general, the percentage 
transmission of opal glasses is always higher for 
directed light than for diffused light {2 ·5 per cent 
increase). The proportion absorbed is always less for 
directed than for diffused light, by approximately 
1-5 per cent, and the proportion reflected is usuaJ].y 
less for directed than for diffused light. Examples 
were given of the use of physical data for the pre
determination of the performance of a lighting fitting 
made in flat opal glass plate, illuminated on one side 
by a single electric filament lamp, with and without 
a second pla\;e behind the lamp to serve as reflector, 
and of a complete opal sphere enclosing the lamp. 
The efficiency of an opal sphere as a lighting unit 
depends on the glass, which must be a perfect sphere 
of uniform thickness, with no neck opening, and 
giving perfect diffusion ·of transmitted and reflected 
light ; and orl the lamp, which must give a uniform 
light distribution. The view was expressed that the 
British illuminating glassware industry should en
deavour to provide the whole of the post-war 
requirements of Great Britain in this field. 

Jig Borer Microscope 
THE recent introduction of the "Watts" jig borer 

microscope provides a valuable optical accessory for 
use with high-precision machine tools such as jig 

borers, and tool-room milling machines. Its purpose 
is to enable the axis of the machine to be accurately 
located in relation to a datum mark on the work
piece. In construction, it consists of a high-powel' 
microscope the optical path of which is bent so that 
the user can conveniently inspect the work from one 
side when the instrument is set up in the spindle o£' 
the machine. The microscope is mounted on a taper 
shank-No. 4 morse taper is used in the standard 
model but any of the usual tapers can be supplied
and the shank is inserted in the ·spindle. In this 
position the objective axis of the microscope coincides 
with that of the boring spindle, which the operator is 
thus enabled to bring within an accuracy of 0 ·00005 
in. to the desired position. 

The optical system is so arranged that the inter" 
secting points of the graticule lines when viewed 
through the eye-piece, which is of the screw-focusing 
type, are superimposed on the point where the pro
jected axis of the spindle falls on .the work-piece. 
The microscope, which has a power of x 45, can 
therefore be used (a) for setting the spindle over 11. 
small punch mark, (b) for setting the spindle over & 
line marked on the work-piece, or (c) with the aid 
of a reference square, for setting the spindle in the 
plane of any desired surface of the work-piece. The 
graticule or cross-lines seen in the eye-piece of the 
microscope are· centred relative to the taper shank, 
but in order to compensate for a small degree of 
spindle run-out, should this be experienced, provision 
is made for the adjustment of the diaphragm to. 
enable the cross-lines to be re-set. As the spindle is 
free to rotate, the instrument has the merit of being 
self-checking by turning it through an angle of 180". 
and a rotatable reflector is arranged so that th& 
light from any convenient lamp can be brought to 
bear on the job. The instrument is thus well designed 
to simplify what is a fundamentally difficult setting 
in precision machine work. The makers are Messrs .. 
E. R. Watts and Son, Ltd., 123 Camberwell Road,. 
London, S.E.5, from whom further details can ba 
obtained. 

Phenology of 1941 
REPEATING its admirable promptness of last 

the Royal Meteorological Society has issued its 
fifty-first annual phenological report, for the year 
1941, under the editorship of Major H. C. Gunther, 
although it is somewhat abridged from its pre-war 
size. It is interesting because of the late spring and 
the amends of a belated summer, with a remarkably 
green autumn countryside and an unusually late 
defoliation of trees, although autumn colours were 
not much in evidence. The migrant birds arrived 
punctually in the south but late in the north ; there 
were average numbers of the immigrant painted lady 
and red admiral butterflies and of the silver Y moth, 
while clouded yellow butterflies were reported from 
many parts of the country, including the north. 
Observations on the magpie moth and the meadow 
brown butterfly in relation to the rise in temperature 
for the June-July warm spell which followed the 
cold late spring illustrated how quickly certain 
insects may respond to the influence of a favourable 
spell following adverse conditions. Observations on 
the furnished clear-cut evidence of the 
preponderating importance of the weather of the 
moment as compared with any latent tendencies due 
to a previous season, for in 1941 the flowering dates 
for the south-east were not less than 16 days later 
than those for 1 !J40, when the south-east dates were 
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