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of that county were models of discriminating obser
vation. For twenty-three years he was treasurer of 
the Conchological Society and he served as vice· 
president of the Linnean Society, the Ray . Society, 
the British Ornithological Union, the Malacological 
Society, the British Ecological Society, and on the 
committee of the British Ornithological Club. 

Like all men who possess not mere ability but also 
wisdom, Oldham was essentially modest and his 
published papers, though nUmerous ·and valuable, 
are but a poor indication of the profundity and wealth 
of the knowledge that was so freely placed at the 
disposal of others. To accompany him in the field 
was to enjoy a liberal education and to share the 
riches of a well-plenished mind, whilst the privilege 
of his friendship was both an inspiration and a 
stimulus. His loss to science is the greater because 
in these days of "learning more and more about less 
and . less", the number of those who combine the 
insight of the specialist with a balanced perspective 
is growing fewer although the need for them increases. 

E . J. SALtSBURY. 

WE regret to announce the following deaths : 

Lieut.-Commander L. C. Bernacchi, who was 
physicist to the Southern Cross Antarctic Expedition, 
1901-4, on April 24, aged sixty-five. 

Prof. H. L. Bowman, Waynflete professor of 
mineralogy and crystallography in the University of 
Oxford, on April 22, aged seventy-seven. 

Dr. Arthur Michael, emeritus professor of organie 
chemistry at Harvard University, on February 8, 
aged eighty-eight. . 

Prof. Carl Oppenheimer, editor ofTabulw Biologic03, 
Enzymologia and author of well-known books on 
biochemistry, aged sixty-seven, on December 24, at 
The Hague. 

Colonel M. 0. Tandy, O.B.E., formerly of the 
Survey of India, on April 18, aged sixty-eight. 

Dr. W. E. Thrift, provost of Trinity College) 
Dublin, and formerly Erasmus Smith professor of 
natural and experimental philosophy in the College, 
on April 23, aged seventy-one. 

NEWS and VIEWS 
Planning and Rebuilding in Britain 

IN his first official statement in the House of Lords 
as Minister of Works and Buildings, Lord Portal 
emphasized that the policy initiated by his pre
decessor, Lord Reith, still holds good. Lord Portal 
was replying to inquiries by the Bishop of Winchester, 
who voiced the wide anxiety as to whether the recent 
changes at the Ministry of Works and Buildings 
meant a change in the Government's intentions. 
He emphasized that unless planning took a pro
minent place in housing reconstruction, there would 
be chaos through the rivalry of competing authorities 
and uneconomic use would be made of the land, 
with the attendant spectacle of distressed areas. 

Lord Portal explained that the broad objective of 
the new Ministry would be the right use of the 
of Great Britain for all purposes. The Minister would 
have the responsibility of seeirig that policies in 
regard to agriculture, transport, etc., were properly 
co-ordinated. Further legislation will be introduced 
in the light of reports to be submitted very shortly 
by Mr. Justice Uthwatt and Mr. Justice Scott. 
Considerable reduction in the number of planning 
authorities has already been made by voluntary 
arrangement. Lord Portal also said he is working 
in close collaboration with the Paymaster-General in 
considering the relation of planning to the need for 
the preservation of areas of natural beauty and 
especially the coastline. With regard to the building 
industry, it would be essential that, directly the 
War ends, the industry should be ready, through 
organization, to cope with the demands which 
would be made on it. The personnel of the industry 
would have to be dealt with on a new basis. 

The Central and Supplementary Registers 
THE Minister of Labour stated last winter that it 

was proposed to merge the Central and Supplemen
tary Registers in a new Appointments Department 
of the Ministry of Labour and National Service. 
This has now been The Central Register 
covers those with scientific and technical qualifica-

tions, while the Supplementary Register includes 
those with administrative and managerial qualifica
tions and others, not on the Central Register, with 
scientific and professional qualifications. It is stated 
that there is now a lack of men in nearly every 
branch covered by the Central Register. As regards 
the Supplementary Register, every effort will be 
made by new Appointments .Department to 
make the best use of the varied qualifications which 
are represented. The Register will be revised at 
intervals of two months, and it is intended to arrange 
personal interviews with all those whose names are 
on it. It will be decentralized to some thirty appoint
ments offices outside London, all of which will be 
liriked with the Appointments Department in London 
at Sardinia Street, Kingsway, W.C.2. The Central 
Register is being moved to the same address. These 
Registers, if properly handled, should prove of 
immense value in assessing the professional resources 
of the country for both present and future needs. 

Association for Planning and Regional Reconstruction 
THE Association for Planning and Regional Re

construction, · Ltd., is incorporated as a limited 
company not for purpose of profit, and its board 
is responsible for the direction and co-ordination of 
research into post-war problems. While the policy 
of the Association is to co-operate with individuals, 
organizations and local and national authorities, it 
does not itself undertake direct works of reconstruc
tion. Its object is to serve .as a centre for research, 
for which purpose it employs a small trained research 
staff, and to advise and to suggest, as well as to 
correlate experience. It also endeavours to train a 
nucleus of men and women in the technique of 
planning in its' broadest sense. The work of the 
School of Planning and Research for National 
Development is now carried on through the Asso
ciation. 

The Association has issued a series of four-page 
broadsheets setting out simply and concisely the 
results of each piece of research. Of the broadsheets 
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