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NATIONAL INSTITUTE 
OF ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL 

RESEARCH 

T HE first report of the National Institute of 
Economic and Social Research, which covers 

the year 1940-41, includes a brief review of the 
history of the Institute since its formation in 
1938. The original research programme of the 
Institute, which was largely planned upon the basis 
of a two-year period, was prepared by special com
mittees of the Institute constituted for the following 
subjects: (l) statistical studies of the national income 
and changes in its magnitude and distribution ; 
(2) location of industry and the distribution of the 
industrial population; (3) British commercial policy 
and the administration of overseas trade; (4) the 
organization of the credit and capital markets ; 
(5) short-period economic change; (6) economic and 
administrative problems of unemployment. 

The work of 1940 fell into two sections; first, the 
continuation or completion of pre-war studies, and 
secondly, the war-time research programme adopted 
by the Council in December 1939. 

In the first section (the national income) inquiry 
was continued throughout the year under the direc
tion of Prof. A. L. Bowley, and a paper incorporating 
part of the work has been published in the Journal 
of the Royal Statistical Society. Studies of the loca
tion of industry have continued and a study of the 
social and economic conditions in the Highlands has 
been completed but not yet published. 

A report on some of the results obtained on the 
location and concentration of industry has already 
been published, and although the industrial survey 
of Brist-ol was suspended in 1940, the results are to 
be published shortly. A report on part of the results 
obtained in the fertility studies in Bristol has also 
been published in the Journal of the Royal Statistical 
Society. 

The first and descriptive part of the study of trade 
regulations and commercial policy in Great Britain 
has been completed, and work on the remaining part 
has been suspended. The manuscript is now in the 
press. A study of the organization of credit and 
money markets in London has been completed by 
Dr. Thomas Balogh and awaits publication. 

The development of the war-time research pro
gramme in 1940 was hindered by the insufficient 
supply of research workers. Unde1; this programme, 
grants have been made for studies of the effect of 
the War on the credit policy and credit mechanism 
of the City of London ; the effect of war on municipal 
finance, Coventry ; economic adjustment to the War 
in Birmingham ; taxation of war wealth ; burden 
of taxation inquiry ; studies in Russian economic 
problems ; inquiry into savings and spending and on 
the social consequences of evacuation in south-west 
Scotland as well as of juvenile employment in Man
chester and in Glasgow, and a study of National 
Health Insurance by Prof. H. Levy. The programme 
also includes studies in exchange control by Dr. 
Thomas Balogh, and a grant has been made for a 
study of war-time changes in Bristol purchasing 
power, an investigation substituted for the continua
tion of work on the industrial survey which was 
suspended. 

Since the heavy air raids on Great Britain in the 
autumn of 1940, damage to the Institute's premises 
necessit,ated alternative temporary accommodation, 

and hospitality was offered by the Royal Institute 
of International Affairs. During 1941, the research 
staJ_f of the Institute was increased and the scope 
of 1ts work expanded. The initiation of its series 
of publications was undertaken and arrangements 
were made with the Cambridge University Press to 
publish the Institute's researches. The report also 
refers to the work of the National Service Committee 
for Social, Economic and Statistica l Research and 
of the Consultative Conference for the Co-ordination 
of Research in the Economic and Social Sciences in 
War-time. 

In 1941, the greater number of applications 
were received from individual research workers and 
fewer from universities and university colleges. A list 
of studies in 1941 and of publications in 1940-41 is 
also included. 

WHISTLING METEORS 

I N an article on "Whistling Meteors" appearing in 
the November issue of Electrotechnics, Chamanlal 

and K. Venkataraman, of the research department 
of All-India Radio, discuss the Doppler effect pro
duced by meteors entering the ionosphere. 

During observations carried out on short-wave 
transmitters near the Delhi centre of All-India Radio 
it was observed that in certain circumstances whed 
a receiver was tuned to the carrier wave, weak 
heterodyne whistles of an unusual type were audible. 
The whistles appear as a high-pitched note which 
rapidly descends in pitch down to zero frequency 
where they apparently disappear, or alternatively 
fade away before reaching zero frequency. The 
whistles vary in duration from approximately a fifth 
of a second to several seconds and occur at random 
time intervals. They are most frequent in the early 
hours of the morning and are infrequently heard 
during the day-time, the early morning whistles 
sometimes occurring very frequently. 

A heterodyne whistle which first appears with an 
initial beat frequency of, say, 3 kc.fsec. and, after 
rapidly descending in pitch, disappears without re
appearing on the other side of the fixed carrier wave, 
can only be explained by the Doppler effect due to 
interference between the weak carrier wave reaching 
the receiving centre as a ground wave and a wave 
returned from a rapidly moving reflecting surface, 
the latter suffering an apparent change in frequency. 
Assuming a beat frequency of 3 kc.fsec. and that 
the observation is made on a carrier frequency of 
7 m c.fsec., the velocity of the moving reflecting sur
face is found to be about 64 km./sec. The descending 
pitch of the heterodyne beat note is the result of 
the moving reflecting surface being rapidly retarded 
in velocity, and the beat note will reduce to zero 
frequency if the velocity of the reflecting surface 
becomes zero. If the beat note disappears before 
reaching zero, it may be assumed that reflection 
from the surface has ceased before it has necessarily 
reached zero velocity. · 

A consideration of this particular manifestation 
of the Doppler effect shows tha t if the reflecting sur
face is moving towards the point of observation the 
Doppler effect will appear as a het erodyne whistle 
on the higher frequency side of the ground-wave 
from the transmitter. This was confirmed on de
tuning the receiver slightly from the carrier fre
quency position. The Doppler effect from a receding 
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