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TUNG-OIL TREE CULTIVATION
IN INDIA

HIS tree (Aleurites fordii Hemsl.), an inhabitant

of China, produces the Chinese wood oil of
commerce, the oil being used in the manufacture of
paints and varnishes owing to its rapid drying
qualities. Tt came into prominence during the War
of 1914-18 when it was extensively used in the
treatment of aeroplane fabrics as a water-resisting
varnish. China is the chief source of production of
tung oil, and the United States the principal con-
sumer. In 1936 the United States imported more
than 600,000 tons, and large quantities are annually
imported by Great Britain and India.

In China the tree grows in profusion in the moun-
tainous tropical and sub-tropical regions. The United
States commenced to form plantations of the species
early in the present century, and there are now
about 175,000 acres, chiefly in Mississippi and other
southern States. Experiments in its cultivation in
the British Empire were first initiated by the Imperial
Institute in 1917 in India and a number of Colonies,
but they were inconclusive. The matter was taken
up in 1927 by the Advisory Committee of the In-
stitute in collaboration with the Director of Kew
and the Director of the Research Association of
British Paint, Colour and Varnish Manufacturers,
seed obtained from China and Florida being dis-
tributed to various countries of the Empire.

1t is said that there are now grounds for considering
that, so far as India and Burma are concerned, the
industry can be developed either as a self-supporting
one, in view of the growing commercial importance
of tung oil, or as a cottage industry in places where
the plants can be easily grown and seeds marketed,
or in tea-gardens as a subsidiary industry.  This
opinion is based on the fact that experiments have
now been carried out for two decades with varying
measures of success in localities in India and Burma
and in Ceylon, Malaya and East and South Africa.
The question is dealt with in Indian Forest Records
(New Series) Sylviculture, “Note on the Cultivation
of the Tung-oil Tree (Aleurites spp) in India”, by
M. V. Laurie and. J. N. Sen Gupta, both of the
Forest Research Institute, Dehra Dun, India, 4,
No. 3 (Manager, Govt. of India Press, Delhi, 1941).
Artificial regeneration, nursery practice, manures,
planting sites, tending, dangers, costs and growth
and yield are discussed.

A hint is given that there are market competitors
in drying oils such as Perilla oil, Viticica oil and
Po-yok oil, although they are inferior, while recently
synthetic resing have been developed which may
reduce the use of tung oil in process work, one of the
latest developments being a castor oil derivative.
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FORTHCOMING EVENTS

SATURDAY, JANUARY 3
JOINT MEETING OF TECHNICAL INSTITUTIONS arranged at the request
of the Mines Department (in the H. H. Wills Laboratory, Royal
Fort, Bristol), at 2.30 p.m.—Discussion on the Best Ways and
Means of Improving the Efficient Use of Fuel and Power in Existing
Industrial Plants, under Present Conditions, and to Invite Con-
structive Suggestions. (To be opened, by Mr. J. G. Bennett.)
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