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ciated with Beaven’s name, exemplifies one of the
few successful attempts to secure high grain pro-
ductivity, allied with high malting value.

In the course of the development of Plumage-
Archer, the necessity of a small-scale system of yield
testing became insistent. To this Beaven applied
himself with characteristic thoroughness, and event-
ually evolved the chequer board system, which with
some modification is now widely employed by plant
breeders, and later the drill-strip system for testing
larger quantities of material on a field scale.

Beaven’s interest in all aspects of barley production,
both at home and abroad, was unbounded. No
journey was too long, if at the end he could see
something new or verify the basis of some conclusion
he had arrived at. His audienco was consequently
always a large one, and because of his enthusiasm,
always appreciative.

Despite the many calls of his business, Beaven
took a keen interest in all activities directed to the
improvement of agriculture; to which he himself
had contributed so signally. He was present as a
member at the first council meeting of the National
Institute of Agricultural Botany in 1919. In 1929
he was elected chairman of the Council ; he served
again in the same capacity in 1939, and owing to
the outbreak of war retained this position during
1940, and up to the date of his death. In 1932 he
was chairman of the Farmers’ Club.

Beaven’s work in furthering the science of crop
improvement was recognized by the University of
Cambridge, from which he received the honorary
degree of LL.D. in 1922. He was awarded the Horace
Brown Gold Medal by the Institute of Brewing in
November 1930.

Beaven’s personality will remain a vivid memory
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to his friends and acquaintances. Apart from a
boundless enthusiasm for his particular subject, his
outstanding characteristics were a directness of
approach to a problem, an independent outlook,
and a fearlessness and tenacity in maintaining his
point of view. He possessed a keen sense of humour,
and although always severely critical, his generosity
of feeling, particularly to youth, was unfailing.
Beaven owed much to the influence of a happy
family life, and sincere sympathy is extended to hig
widow and to three daughters who survive him.
HersERT HUNTER.

We regret to announce the following deaths :

Prof. Phillipo Bottazzi, formerly professor of physi-
ology in the Universities of Genoa and Naples, aged
seventy-four.

Prof. Carrie M. Derick, emeritus professor of
morphological botany and genetics in McGill Univer-
sity, on November 10, aged seventy-nine.

Prof. H. S. Hower, head of the Department of
Physics in the Carnegie Institute of Technology, on
October 10, aged sixty-four.

Dr. J. A. Nelson, formerly research entomologist
in the U.S. Department of Agriculture, on August 9,
aged sixty-five.

Prof. W. A. Noyes, emeritus professor of chemistry
in the University of Illinois, on October 24, aged
eighty-three.

Dr. J. S. Owens, well known for his work on
atmospheric pollution, on December 6.

Prof. Peter Sandiford, professor of educational
psychology in the University of Toronto.

Prof. Hans Spemann, professor of zoology in the
University of Freiburg-im-Breisgau, aged seventy-two.

NEWS AND VIEWS

Administration in International Affairs

Tee Sydney Ball Lecture on ‘Administrative
Problems of International Organization”, delivered
by Mr. F. P. Walters, which has now been published
as Barnett House Paper No. 24 (Oxford University
Press. ls. net), is highly relevant to the tentative
discussions on post-war international reconstruction
which are now proceeding. On the grounds both of
efficiency and economy, the advantages of a central
organization at the service of all the special staffs
required are obvious, and Mr. Waters postulates
further that some such centre as Geneva and an
annual meeting similar to the assembly of the League
of Nations, as well as the secretariat, will be required
before dealing with the special problems of adminis-
tration concerned with the organization of an inter-
national centre and its relations with participating
Governments. ¥e stresses first the value of a separate
department for League affairs, the need for which
would have been more apparent in Great Britain but
for the general efficiency of the Civil Service and the

exceptional ability and energy of officials in the
Foreign Office—a tribute from a League official
which should be noted. He suggests further that
the League budget should include an appropriation
for ten or fifteen officials to be seconded each year
from the Foreign Offices of different countries to
spend six months or more in the secretariat, and he
lays a great deal of emphasis on the advantage of
cost of membership of committees, travelling expenses
of delegations, general expenses of council meetings,
the Assembly, and of conferences or special com-
missions being borne by the League budget as a
whole and not by individual States. Similarly, he
urges that assistance and advice given through the
League or the International Labour Organisation
should generally be regarded as a proper charge on
the common budget.

The main point throughout Mr. Walters’s review
of the administrative side of international organiza-
tion is that such work should be adequately financed.
To starve it as has been done in the past may have
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