
© 1941 Nature Publishing Group

No. 3749, SEPTEMBER 6, 1941 NATURE 283 

reconstruction on which the Government may seek 
advice from the profession. Consideration is being 
given to the question of professional status, particu
larly relating to a national planning authority and its 
regional and local administration, to town planning 
qualifications, covering an architect's qualifications 
for town planning and the possibility of including 
town planning in the curriculum of education of an 
architect. 

A housing group, building legislation group, a 
building industry group and a building technique 
group which will consider building science and tech
nique with reference to the probable shortage of 
certain building materials, and to the possibilities of 
standardization, prefabrication and the use of syn
thetic materials are also at work. These groups will 
record their findings in a concise report for submission 
to the main committee. A policy group has also been 
formed consisting of the chairmen of all these 
groups as well as of the publicity sub-committee 
which will deal with propaganda on broad lines to 
demonstrate to the public the immense opportunities 
underlying national reconstruction and the part the 
profession can play in this work. The groups are 
intended to concentrate on co-ordinating existing 
information rather than initiating new research and 
the committee has suggested that each group should 
submit a preliminary report within six weeks and 
progress reports thereafter at monthly intervals. 

Great Britain and the U.S.S.R. 
THE Executive and Social Relations Committees of 

the Association of Scientific Workers have transmitted 
the following resolution through the Soviet Embassy 
to men of science and technicians of the U.S.S.R. : 
"From the Executive and Social Relations Committee 
of the Association of Scientific Workers to the 
scientists and technicians of the U.S.S.R. : The 
Association of Scientific Workers, representing 
scientists in all branches of science in Great Britain, 
sends its wishes of goodwill and friendship to the 
scientific workers of the U.S.S.R. It considers that 
the closest collaboration in the technical and scientific 
spheres is essential to the speedy victory of the 
British and Soviet peoples in their common struggle 
against Nazi and Fascist aggression. To this end it 
urges the exchange of technical information and of 
delegations of scientists between the two countries, 
and the promotion of personal contact between 
workers in the. same fields." 

Monthly Science News (M S N) 

THE British Council, at the suggestion of its Science 
Committee, has decided to issue a monthly broad
sheet surveying scientific developments in popular 
terms. The broadsheet is being edited by Mr. J. G. 
Crowther, secretary of the Science Committee, whose 
name will be sufficient guarantee that the material 
presented will be both accurate and readable. The 
first issue is dated August, and contains paragraphs 
on the distance of the earth from the sun, a new 
breed of chicken in which sex is determinable at a 
day old, barrenness of fruit trees, the two types of 

diamond disclosed by X-ray examination, the harden
ing of insect cuticle, and measurement of the tem
perature of liquid steel. The Press is invited to re
produce any of the material without fee subject to 
acknowledgment by the initials M S N. 

The Engineering Industry in the U.S.S.R. 
AN informative article by V. A. Bary on "The 

Engineering Industry in Russia" is published in 
Engineering of August 15. He reminds us that until 
the eighteenth century, timber was the basic material 
of all Russian engineering works, and the skill of the 
carpenters who were the architects and builders of 
the old Russia was, and remained, of the highest 
standard of craftsmanship. The first Russian iron 
and steel industry was established in the central part 
of the Volga basin and in the Urals. Until the south 
of Russia developed its own coal and steel industry, 
the north was the only provider of these commodities 
and hence the priority of the northern carpenters 
among the Russian engineering trades. When the 
first steel tankers to carry paraffin from Baku up the 
Volga were built in 1880, the wooden-ship builders 
maintained a vigorous and for some time quite a 
successful rivalry, using wooden tankers ranging in 
displacement up to several thousand tons. Similar 
resistance was offered in bridge-building and other 
branches of structural engineering to iron and steel. 

In 1913, the Russian iron and steel industry pro
duced only about five million tons. In 1938, the 
output of iron and steel was in excess of 25k million 
tons, as compared with the 35 millions produced in 
Germany. These commodities are the basic materials 
of engineering, and the comparative figures afford an 
idea of the growth of the engineering industry over 
the same period of time. Russia is still primarily an 
agricultural country, and one of the first directions in 
which intensive mechanization was pursued was that 
of providing tractors for farming purposes. There 
were in 1939 more than six thousand tractor stations 
distributed over the 540,000 square miles of cultivated 
land. Air transport of goods, passenger and mails 
has been extensively developed ; 69,000 miles of air 
routes were in operation at the outbreak of hostilities-

War-time Catering in Canteens 
A BOOKI.ET has just been issued by the Ministry 

of Food for the benefit of 'British Restaurants', indus
trial canteens and other large-scale feeding-centres. 
This booklet has been compiled as a result of a nine
months investigation and experiment in. industrial 
canteens in all parts of England, Scotland, Wales 
and lr"lland, and all recipes have been tested in such 
canteens. Each day's suggested meal has been built 
up on the principle of the Oslo breakfast, to provide in 
one meal a high proportion of the day's requirements 
of essential vitamins and mineral salts. Averaged 
over six consecutive days, the analysis is as high as 
that of the Oslo breakfast. 

The aim throughout has been twofold ; first to 
show how it is . possible to provide attractive and 
palatable meals of a high nutritional standard under 


	Great Britain and the U.S.S.R.



