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POPULATION INCREASE IN 
NEW YORK STATE 

FOLLOWING up two previous studies of recent 
changes in the population of New York State, 

W. A. Anderson now examines the natural increase 
in that population (Cornell Univ. Agricultural Experi
ment Station, Bull. 733, 1940). 'Natural increase' is 
here measured through an index in which the number 
of children less than five years of age per 1,000 
women aged 20-44 years is divided by a replacement 
ratio, this ratio being the number of children less 
than five years of age per 1,000 women, aged 20-44, in 
the stationary population which would result from 
the continual operation of the current mortality
rates and in the absence of any migration. 

Replacement ratios as of 1930 have been computed 
by the Scripps Foundation for Research in Population 
Problems, as follows: New York State 442, Urban 
443, Rural 439. Are the populations in the various 
areas of the State reproducing at these rates ? New 
York State as a whole with an index of natural 
reproduction of 88, which is 12 points below the 
necessary, is not reproducing itself, while it is 
decidedly deficient as compared with the native 
population of the United States as a whole, which is 
reproducing at the rate of 112. The urban population 
of the State has an index of 84 (U.S.A. 86), but the 
index of the rural population is 120 (U.S.A. 154), 
that of the farm population being 139 and the non
farm 113. Thus the urban population is not replacing 
its losses, and inasmuch as 87 per cent of the women 
of 20-44 reside in urban areas, the urban type of 
population influences the natural increase of the 
State most significantly, being about four times as 
important as the rural population in determining the 
total natural increase. 

Several important social implications result from 
these facts: If the population remains constant or 
increases, migration both from without and within 
the State will be considerable. If mobility within 
the State increases, this normally being after adoles
cence, important issues as to the finance and adequacy 
of education arise, affecting also the standing of 
churches and other social organizations. The question 
whether the excess population is being produced by 
the class most fitted economically, socially, and 
educationally requires special study, though it has 
been suggested that it is derived from those least 
fitted to reproduce at the higher rates. 

FORTHCOMING EVENTS 
[Meeting marked with an asterisk is open to the public.] 

Monday, January 27 
RoYAL SOCIETY OF ARTS (at John Adam Street, Adelphi, 

London, W.C.2), at 1.45 p.m.-Sir David Chadwick : 
"Some Problems of World Economic Development" 
(Cantor Lectures, 2). 

Tuesday, January 28 
ROYAL ANTHROPOLOGICAL INSTITUTE (AND MEMBERS OF 

THE ROYAL CENTRAL ASIAN SociETY) (at 21 Bedford 
Square, London, W.C.l), at 2.30 p.m.-M. Q. E. 
Kastrati: "The Impact of Western Influences on 
Albanian Cultural Tradition". 

RoYAL INSTITUTION (at 21 Albemarle Street, London, 
W.l), at 2.30 p.m.-Sir William Bragg, F.R.S.: 
"Diffraction". • 

W ARBURG INSTITUTE (at the Imperial Institute Buildings, 
London, S.W. 7), at 2.30 p.m.-Miss Rachel Levy : 
" Relations between East and West. among the Earliest 
Known Civilizations". 

Wednesday, January 29 

RoYAL SociETY OF ARTs (at John Adam Street, Adelphi, 
London, W.C.2), at 1.45 p.m.-Lt.-Col. F. C. Temple .: 
"Municipal Manufacture of Humus from Habitation 
Wastes". 

Friday, January 31 
NORTH-EAST COAST INSTITUTION OF ENGINEERS AND 

SHIPBUILDERS (in the Mining Institute, Newcastle· 
upon-Tyne), at 6 p.m.-Mr. Alexander Kari: "Effect 
of some External Factors on the Performance of 
Single-Screw Ships". 

APPOINTMENTS VACANT 
APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments on or 

before the dates mentioned : 

LECTURER IN MATHEMATICS at the North Staffordshire Technical 
College, Stoke-on-Trent--The Clerk to the Governors, Town Hall, 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent (February 1). 

CHIEF ENGINEERING ASSISTANT-The Water Engineer and Manager, 
The Council House, Coventry (endorsed 'Chief Engineering Assistant') 
(February 3). 

ASSISTANT LECTURER in the MECHANICAL ENGINEERING DEPART• 
MENT of the Coventry Technical College-The Director of Education, 
Council House, Coventry (February 7) . 

GRADUATE ASSISTANT TEACHE& POl\ MECHANICAL ENGINEBRING 
SUBJEOTS--The Principal, Acton Technical College, High Street, 
Acton, London, W.3 (February 10). 

MAINTENANCE EN'GIN'EER FOR THE TRANSPORT AND HARBOURS 
DEPARTMENT of the Government of British Guiana--The Crown 
Agents for the Colonies, 4 Mill bank, London, S.W.l (quoting M/9393). 
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