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AR.P. Wardens’ Warning System

Tre life of an AR.P. warden is in general a
strenuous one. Night after night he may be called
from his bed for alarms real and false. Many nights
also are spent at a post on stand-by duty, which, but
for the present call-up system, could have been
passed in the comfort of his home. In the Hlectrician
of September 6, it is recalled that some years before
the War many local authorities installed special
control systems for street lighting which at the time,
it was anticipated, would be permitted to be used in
the event of the outbreak of hostilities. These
gystems were described in the Electrician and each
one incorporated a signalling arrangement for calling
fire and ambulance services, police, wardens and
other A.R.P. workers. Unfortunately, the complete
black-out of our streets ordered last September
rendered the control system of little immediate use,
though we learn that the wardens’ call unit which
forms a component of the system is being used in at
least, one provincial town. This unit consists of a
plug-in device for insertion in a lamp-holder and is
carried by the warden as part of his equipment.
Whether he is at home, or at the house of a friend,
plugging the unit in the supply network puts him
within calling range of the A.R.P. authorities, when-
ever wanted, by its response to a D.c.impulse trans-
mitted over the mains from the local control point.

Any device which will permit A.R.P. workers
to spend more time at home will tend to improve
the efficiency of the civil defence service as a whole,
for with proper rest and normal social intercourse,
those who man the service will be better able to meet
the demands upon their time and energies. There
must be many local authorities with similar systems
installed but not yet in use, and it is suggested that
regional commissioners sanction their employment
at once. Those authorities who are as yet without
such call-up systems should in their turn be prevailed
upon to bring their local defence arrangements in
line. For their information it may be mentioned
that the systems cost relatively little to instal, and
the call-up units less. The increase in efficiency of
the A.R.P. service turn-out in the case of a pre-
liminary or general alarm is out of all proportion to
the expenditure involved.

Physical Society Colour Group

AT a meeting held on May 16, under the authority
of the Council of the Physical Society and attended
by & number of those interested in colour problems,
it was unanimously agreed to form a Group with the
title of “The Physical Society Colour Group”. The
objects of this Group will be to provide an opportunity
for the wvarious groups of people concerned with
colour—physicists, chemists, industrialists, etc.—to
meet and become familiar with each other’s problems,
to enable a representative opinion to be formed on
various questions of standardization, specification,
nomenclature, etc., and generally to encourage
colorimetric investigations and to ensure that this
country shall keep abreast of developments abroad.
At the above meeting the following officers of the
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Group were elected : Chairman, Dr. W. D. Wright ;
Hon. Seeretary, Mr. H. D. Murray ; Committee, Mr.
H. W. Ellis, Mr. J. Guild, Mr. J. G. Holmes.

It will be appreciated that the objects envisaged
in the formation of this Colour Group can best be
achieved by co-operation of all those interested in
colour problems, in whatever field these problems
may arise. For this reason, it is felt by those re-
sponsible for the formation of the Group that it
should be regarded as a meeting ground for all
in science and industry who have a common interest
in colour, rather than as a self-contained and inde-
pendent society. Accordingly, a number of socicties
have been invited to become founder societies of the
Group and to co-operate in its activities. It is hoped
to hold the first general meeting of the Group, to be
followed by the first scientific meeting, in the middle
of October. The general subject for discussion will
be “Colour Tolerance”. Further information can be
obtained from Mr. H. D. Murray, Physical Society,
1 Lowther Gardens, Exhibition Road, London, S.W.7.

Highway from Alaska to the Argentine

A wipE high-speed double-track road from Alaska
to the Argentine is proposed by the American
Automobile Association as an important factor in
plans for the defence of the Americas. In a letter to
Senator Morris Sheppard, chairman of the Senate
Military Affairs Committee, and Mr. Andrew J. May,
chairman of the House Military Affairs Committee,
Mr. Thomas P. Henry, president of the Association,
stated that along many stretches of the proposed
route, the road is already built. He urged that the
linking up of these separate sections should be under-
taken with the least possible delay.

“For many years,” he wrote, ‘‘American motorists
have been looking forward to the eventual completion
of an All-America Highway from Alaska to the
Argentine, connecting the lands of the Western
Hemisphere. Hitherto it has been regarded mainly
as a tourist asset, a means of opening up new travel
objectives and as a promoter of friendship between
the various peoples. But the present world crisis
puts an entirely new light on the project. The
United States, embarked already on a programme of
building up its national defences, and pledged to
protect the entire hemisphere against aggression, has
a greater need of the highway than ever before”.

Depopulation in France

I~ a recent thesis (Thése de Paris 1940, No. 311)
Dr. H. Birnbaum remarks that for more than a
century the population of France has shown only a
very slight increase ; from 34 millions in 1840 it has
risen to only 42 millions in 1940. At the same time
there has been a very pronounced fall in the annual
number of births, namely, from about a million in
1840 to a little more than half that number in 1939.
During the same period owing to the progress of
medicine and hygiene as well as of certain technical
acquisitions the average duration of human life has
increased by about twenty years, so that the average
span of life in 1940 is about 60 years as compared
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