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William B. Wherry, Bacteriologist 
By Martin Fischer. Pp. x +293. (Springfield, Ill., 
and Baltimore, Md. : Charles C. Thomas ; London : 
Bailliere, Tindall & Cox, 1938.) 27s. 

T HIS is in its way a quite unique biography of a 
bacteriologist, W. Buchanan Wherry (1875-

1936), professor of bacteriology and hygiene in the 
Cincinnati College of Medicine, by an author, Prof. 
Martin H. Fischer, who was his subject's colleague 
and lifelong friend and has already earned for him
self distinction in biographical literature. Though 
Wherry's services to bacteriology can scarcely be said 
to have been of an outstanding his 
most important contributions were his recognition, 
practically simultaneously with McCoy, of bubonic 
plague among the ground squirrels of California and 
his isolation for the first time of B. tularense from a 
human case of tular:emia (Wherry and Lamb, 1914) 

had acquired in the course of his career as a 
bacteriologist in Manila, California and Mexico a very 
varied experience of tropical diseases and their 
methods of study. 

Wherry must undoubtedly have had a great genius 
for friendship, and Fischer's tribute to his friend's 
life-work, based as it is on the numerous letters that 
passed between them since college days, and written 
in the very glowing terms employed by some American 
biographers of scientific men both living and dead, is 
sure to exert a powerful popular appeal. Perhaps the 
most interesting portions of the book are those that 
recotmt the life-story of Wherry's father, a missionary 
in India of strictest orthodoxy, and of his mother, 
sisters and brother. Letters that passed between 
the parents and the they were all carefully 

a penetrating light on the daily 
doings of an Indian missionary and the financial 
struggles that seemed always to be pressing. For 
these revelations alone the book deserves a wide 
audience. It is beautifully represents 
in fact the last word in numerous 
excellent photographs relieve its 300 pages of text. 

The Anaerobic Bacteria and their Activities in Nature 
and Disease 
A Subject Bibliography. By Elizabeth McCoy and 
L. S. McClung. Vol. 1 : Chronological Author Index. 
Pp. xxiii+295. Vol. 2: Subject Index. Pp. xi+602. 
(Berkeley, Calif. : University of California Press ; 
London: Cambridge University Press, 1939.) 50s. 
net. 

T HE material assembled in these two volumes 
consists of an index to the bibliography of a 

subject which is unusually scattered. Spore-forming 
and non-spore-forming species of anaerobic bacteria 
have come under review and 10,500 original articles 
published up to the end of 1937 are cited. In vol. I 
is found a chronological list of all the references 
arranged alphabetically under the authors' names ; 
complete cross-reference entries are included for each 
of the joint authors together with the full title of 
each paper, a task involving approximately 120,000 
entries. Vol. 2 consists of a general subject index, the 
references again being listed chronologically under 

the author's names; in this volume, however, the 
title of the paper is not given but can be obtained by 
reference to vol. I. 

On first inspection the subject index outline appears 
adequate, but in practice the inherent difficulties of 
the system are all too quickly apparent. For example, 
if one desires to know the published work concerning 
the production of Cl. welchii antitoxin, one turns to 
vol. 2 and finds under the general heading of "Anti
toxins" more than 400 entries on the general problem 
of antitoxin production for any of the anaerobes. 
Further, the absence from vol. 2 of the titles to papers 
compels one to refer for each entry to vol. 1 ; obvi
ously an impracticable task. In the absence of a more 
clearly defined classification of both spore-forming 
and non-spore-forming species, it is difficult to see 
how the authors could have overcome this practical 
problem. If in future editions of this work vol. 1 
was allowed to lapse and remained in the archives 
as a historian's guide, and the subject-matter of vol. 2 
was expanded to include the title of papers the 
difficulty would, in part, be solved and our searchings 
simplified. The authors could not have hoped that 
the system of indexing they have adopted would be 
generally acceptable by all classes of workers, but 
they must be gratefully thanked by research workers 
and historians alike for undertaking the formidable 
task of collecting and collating such diffuse material. 

Everyday Fare for.Fitness 
By Dr. Stanley B. Whitehead. Pp. 166. (London : 
John Lane, The Bodley Head, Ltd., 1939.) 5s. net. 

T HIS little book, of which the author is an 
advocate of meatless fare, is divided into two 

parts. The first deals with what he regards as the 
merits and demerits of everyday food from the 
point of view of fitness. Everyday meals which he 
considers suitable for the manual worker, brain 
worker and nervous type are described, and tables 
are included of body-building foods, energy-providing 
foods, heat-producing foods, and health-protective 
foods. The second part contains more than two 
hundred recipes under the headings of breakfast 
dishes, salads, savouries, roasts and entrees, soups 
and broths, egg dishes, sweets, puddings and health 
drinks among which alcohol finds no place. 

PHYSICS 

Rheology of Suspensions 
A Study of Dilatancy and Thixotropy. By Hugo 
Levin Roder. Pp. xiv+86. (Amsterdam: H. J. 
Paris, 1939.) 

D ILATANCY (the Osborne-Reynolds phenomenon) 
has proved more difficult to measure quanti

tatively than has any other rheological anomaly, and 
the author's failure to obtain satisfactory data for 
dilatant systems with a modified Stormer viscometer 
is therefore not surprising. 

Roder goes on to describe an apparatus in which a 
small sphere, rigidly attached to a car drawn on rails 
by means of a weight, is swept through the material 
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