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Evacuation of Schoolchildren 
THE Government Evacuation Scheme is reviewed 

in a Circular (No. 1965) to county councils and local 
authorities and an accompanying memorandum 
(Memo. Ev. 8. (London: H.M. Stationery Office. 
4d. net)), which explain in detail the scheme recently 
announced by the President of the Board of Educa
tion. More than 400,000 evacuated schoolchildren 
remain in the reception areas, and the Government is 
of the opinion that dispersal of children from the 
evacuating areas is as desirable now as it was at 
the outbreak of the War. The first objective of policy 
is therefore to ensure that there is no further drift 
back of those children to the evacuation areas. To 
secure an equitable distribution of the burden of 
private billeting, householders in reception areas are 
to be invited to place their names on a roll, one of 
the primary objects of which will be to secure a list 
of persons willing to share with their neighbours in 
the care of children who have been billeted since the 
outbreak of war. Local authorities also have com
pulsory powers ifthe voluntary response is insufficient. 
At the same time, the billeting allowance has been 
increased to lOs. 6d. a week for all schoolchildren of 
fourteen years and over as from March 2. 

The further plans to be made for evacuation are 
for schoolchildren only, and will only be operated if 
air raids develop on a scale involving serious and 
continuing perils to civilian population. Evacuation 
will remain on a voluntary basis, but parents register
ing their children will be asked to sign undertakings 
that they will send them with the school party if 
evacuation is ordered and that they intend to leave 
them in the reception area until the party returns. 
The areas to be evacuated will be the same as those 
evacuated in September 1939, but the decision to 
evacuate any area will be taken in the light of pre
vailing conditions. Not less than 36 hours notice 
will be given to any particular area, and specified 
parties will be taken as far as possible to specified 
destinations. Children found to be suffering from 
infection or disease or serious uncleanliness are not 
to be billeted on householders in that condition. 
While the fullest possible use is to be made of the 
camps provided by the Government, the contribution 
from this source is limited. To supplement this, each 
receiving authority is being asked to provide hostels 
available for about 5 per cent of the children to be 
received, utilizing for this purpose a certain number 
of empty houses. 

Institute of Chemistry 
IN submitting the annual report of the Council at 

the sixty-second annual general meeting of the 
Institute of Chemistry, Sir Robert Pickard, senior 
vice-president, who presided, owing to the death of 
the president, Mr. W. A. S. Calder, early in January, 
said that the Institute, as the professional organiza
tion of chemists, has assisted the Government in 
supplying its needs in technical personnel for indus
tries essential in war-time. The roll of the Institute 
continues to increase and now numbers more than 
7 ,550, more than five times as many members as 

were registered in 1914. Those who could remember 
the position forty years ago, and recall the difficulty 
at that time of making any headway in the profession 
of chemistry, have watched the astonishing increase 
in the number of chemists, their growing influence, 
the increasing applications of science and the steady 
absorption of chemical talent in industry and com
merce, in Government and municipal service, and in 
the affairs of everyday life. The profession of 
chemistry now stands high in the public esteem as 
a very essential service. 

The report of the honorary treasurer of the Institute 
shows that the Institute is financially in a sound 
condition. Referring to the burden of publication 
expenses, he expressed the hope that the fund which 
had been raised by the Chemical Council, from 
industry as well as from chemists themselves, will 
help to put the affairs of the publishing societies
the Chemical Society and the Society of Chemical 
Industry-on a sounder financial basis. The officers 
and council for the ensuing session were elected, the 
new president being Dr. J. J. Fox, Government 
Chemist. 

Relics of Ancient Egyptian Royalty 
THE black granite sarcophagus of Pharaoh 

Psusennes, discovered at San el Hagar, the ancient 
Tanis, by Prof. Montet of the University of Stras
bourg (see NATURE, February 24, p. 300), was opened 
in the presence of King Farouk on February 28. 
Inside, it is reported (The Times, February 29), was 
a silver sarcophagus, about 7 ft. long, in the likeness 
of King Psusennes. On the head were the royal 
insignia, and in the hands, which were folded across 
the chest, were a sceptre and a flail. The state of 
preservation and the exquisite carving are said to 
combine in making this one of the most beautiful 
objects discovered in recent years. The silver 
sarcophagus was in two pieces. Inside it was another 
sarcophagus, of which the top was a silver-gilt body
covering and a gold mask, also a likeness of the king. 
On the chest are long inscriptions, apparently religious 
texts. The lower half of the coffin had been of some 
metal, which had completely disappeared owing to 
the damp that had seeped in between cracks. In con
sequence, the mummy also had disappeared, only a 
mass of mud being left, in which were a few 
bones. 

On the removal of the sarcophagi, a mass of fine 
jewellery was found in the granite case. Twenty-one 
gold bracelets, ten from the right arm and eleven 
from the left arm of Psusennes, all bear inscriptions 
which trace the king's genealogical tree and give 
details which will be of importance for the history 
of a period obscure in its dynastic relationships. 
Inscriptions giving the names of the king's mother 
and uncles, pointing to a possible connexion with 
Thebes, have already been deciphered. Many gold 
necklaces, some adorned with rubies and scarabs, 
were found, as well as finger and toe cases of 
gold. Photographs of the site, sarcophagi, and 
some of the finds appeared in The Times of 
February 29. 
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