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The Minister of Public Instruction

REFERENCE is made in a leading article to the
Education Bill, the first reading of which was taken
in the House of Commons “last week”. The reception
given to the Bill suggests that a Minister of Public
Instruction will shortly be appointed.

“Such a Minister should, we think, take charge of
the whole range of natural knowledge in all matters
in which the State in any way intervenes to advance
such knowledge. We understand the comprehensive
term natural knowledge to include Education, Sciencs,
the Fine Arts, and Music. . . . The Education
branch would include the national system of com-
pulsory primary education about to be established,
public schools, universities. . . . The Science branch
would include all establishments, in receipt of
Government assistance, in which Science is taught
as a special study; =all those in which scientific
observations or investigations are conducted under
State auspices, and all museums in which natural
objects are displayed for scientific purposes. . . .
The first step towards organizing this branch -of
knowledge must be by collecting facts and opinions
relating to it. This step can only be taken through
the agency of a Royal Commission instructed to give
the widest possible scope to its inquiries into every-
thing relating to both Instruction and Investigation
in Science.”

“A DEPUTATION consisting of Earl Fortescue, the
Right Hon. C.. B. Adderley, Dr. Farr and others,
had an interview with Mr. Shaw-Lefevre at the Board
of Trade on Saturday to recommend the legislation
of metric weights and measures in the Post Office,
and the legal substitution of metric weights for the
troy weight which the Standard Commissioners pro-
pose to abolish.”

“WE have to record the decease of Mr. J, F.
Sowerby, so well-known in connection with the
illustration of. botanical works, especially the new
edition of the English Flora, edited by Mr. J. Boswell-
Syme, now nearly completed.”

‘A METHOD of protecting iron from atmospheric
influences has been proposed by Messrs. Macmillan
and Macgregor, of Dumbarton and Glasgow. They
bring melted sulphur into contact with the cold
metallic surface to be coated. The sulphur chills
and sets into a hard, thin, protecting cover.”

APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appoinéments on or
before the dates mentioned :

RESIDENT HEADMISTRESS of the Royal Masonic School for Girls,
Rickmansworth Park—The Secretary, Royal Masonic Institution for
Girls, 31 Great Queen Street, Kingsway, W.C.2 (March 1).

CHIEF CHEMIOAL INSPECTOR, Chemical Inspection Department,
Royal Arsenal, Woolwich—The Ministry of Supply (8.E.3.B.), The
Adelphi, W.C.2 (quoting Appts. 021/S.E.3.B.) (March 4).

LECTURER IN BACTERIOLOGY, Royal Veterinary College, and
RESEARCH ASSISTANT in the Research Institute in Animal Pathology
—The Bursar, Royal Veterinary College, The University, Reading
(March 9).

HEADMISTRESS of the County School for Girls, Gravesend—W. A.
Clench, Bank Chambers, Windmill Street, Gravesend (March 11).

PROFESSOR OF MECHANICAL ENGINEERING—The Secretary, The
University, Birmingham (April 20).

PART-TIME TEACHER IN CHEMISTRY—The Head of the Department
of Chemistry and Biology, The Polytechnic, Regent Street, W.1.
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CIVILIAN WIRELESS INSTRUCTORS at the Electrical and Wireless
Schools, Royal Air Force—The Under-Secretary of State (S.5.D.}, Air
Ministry, Adastral House, Kingsway, W.(C.2.

ASSISTANT MECHANICAL ENGINEERS for the Electrical Branch, Public
‘Works Department of the Government of Nigeria—The Crown Agents
for the Colonies, 4 Millbank, 8.W.1 (quoting M/9067).

MECHANICAL AND ELECTRIGAL ENGINEER for the Public Works
Department of the Governrent of the Gold Coast—The Crown Agents
for the Colonies, 4 Millbank, 8.W.1 (quoting M/9120).

Two ASSISTANT ENGINEERS—The Engineer, Nene Catchment Board,
Priestgate, Peterborough.

TEMPORARY FORECASTERS, Grade II (Male) in the Meteorological
Office—The Under-Secretary of State, S.2.B.(Met.), Department Q.A.,
Air Ministry, Adastral House, Kingsway, W.C.2,

HEADMASTER of the Sydney Grammar School, Sydney, New South
Wales—The Agent-General for New South Wales, 126 Strand, W.C.2,
or The Secretary to the Trustees, Sydney Grammar School, Sydney.
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