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Kroeber, in a progress report covering the work of 
the Survey to April, 1939 (Anthropological Records, 
1: 7, Culture Element Distributions, 11, 1939, Uni
versity of California Press), records that between 
1934 and 1938 twenty trips to indigenous groups of 
peoples were made by 13 different observers, who 
brought back 279 filled-in lists of elements. In these 
there are now at least half a million of particularized 
and localized items of cultural fact, or if the supple
mental notes are included, the number may well be 
nearer a million. Although several monographs 
already have been published, the great bulk of 
this material awaits computation. Not only does this 
task seem beyond human capability as a practical 
method of comparative ethnographic study, but also 
Prof. Kroeber now records that experience in the 
field, as well as in the study, collllsels a reversal of 
method, at least to a major degree, in a return to 
the observational records of the more orthodox 
ethnographer. 

Anglo Soviet journal 
THIS new journal has been started with the purpose 

of supplying "the more scientifically skilled and 
specialized workers in the British Commonwealth 
with a regular flow of information, accurate and 
reliable, on the progress and developments that are 
being realized in the U.S.S.R., in their own field, the 
field which they understand best". Very wisely the 
first issue is largely devoted to accounts of exhibitions, 
particularly of the great Agricultural Exhibition held 
in Moscow last summer, which was unquestionably 
the most magnificent effort of its kind the world has 
ever seen. Dictatorships are based on propaganda, 
and the Russians are the acknowledged leaders of 
the world in this new art. The design of the Exhi
bition was coherent and logical : the products of 
each region were brought together into separate 
pavilions, and each of the chief products had also its 
own special arrangements for show. The architecture 
was impressive and striking : no one could possibly 
forget the huge statue at the gate or the tower just 
inside, or the beauty of some of the pavilions. 

The visitors included parties of peasants, some in 
picturesque local costume from all parts of the 
Union; many of them saw their own photographs 
hung up as good workers who had achieved more 
labour days than their fellows. More attention was 
paid to records than to average performaniJes. 
Special notice was given to the effort of two farm 
workers, Okhota and Chalova, in getting forty-one 
tons of sugar beet per acre (the average for England 
and Wales is about ten tons). How far the Exhibi
tion reflects actual performance in the countryside 
cannot be determined, as no deLailed statistics of yield 
or total production have been published so far as 
we know since 1935, though there are some figures 
for the bumper year of 1937 : but that is not the 
question. A forecast is given of the results 
anticipated from the proposed Trans-Volga irrigation 
scheme which, if it matures, and is free from too 
much complication of water-logging and salt, should 
produce food in a region where but little is grown now. 

France's Colonial Problems 
IN an address on "The Establishment of an 

Imperial Economy" (Bull. Soc. d'Encouragement pour 
l'lndustrie Nationale, October 1939), M. E. du Vivier 
de Streel discusses the dependence of France on 
her colonial resources. He stresses the importance of 
science and technology in colonial development and 
the necessity of placing larger resources at the dis
posal of scientific organizations and technical men 
for the investigation of colonial problems, whether 
in improvement of agriculture, the prevention or 
control of disease, or the opening up of mineral 
resources. Such work should not be left precariously 
at the mercy of any local drive for economy. M. du 
Vivier de Streel refers also to the importance of 
population questions, education and a policy of 
public works, but while covering briefly much the 
same ground as the "African Survey" of Lord Hailey, 
he makes no reference to that outstanding work. 

Studentship for Psychical Research 
TRINITY COLLEGE, Cambridge, has established a 

studentship for the study of psychical research, out of 
a bequest left to the College for that purpose by 
Mr. F. D . Perrott as a memorial to F. W. H. Myers. 
Psychical research is defined, for this purpose, as 
"the investigation of mental or physical phenomena 
which seem prima facie to suggest (a) the existence 
of supernormal powers of cognition or action in 
human beings in their present life, or (b) the per
sistence of the human mind after bodily death". 
The studentship is open to any person who shall have 
completed his or her twenty-first year at the time 
when the election takes place. The studentship is 
tenable for one year, but a student may be re-elected 
once, but not more than once. The studentship will 
be of such value, not exceeding £300, as the electors 
may award after considering the nature of the 
research which the candidate proposes to undertake. 
Further information can be obtained from Prof. C. D. 
Broad, Trinity College, Cambridge. 

January Earthquakes Registered at Kew 
DuRING January 1940 thirteen earthquakes were 

well registered by the seismographs at Kew Observa
tory. The largest of these were on January 6 at 
l4h. 23m. 2s. and January 17 at 1h. 33m. 24s., 
though a doubtful phase preceded this at 29m. 35s. 
This latter shock was registered at De Bilt (Holland) 
at 33m. 16s. G.C.T., and the shock of January 26 
was also well observed there. The United States 
Coast and Geodetic Survey in co-operation with 
Science Serviee and the Jesuit Seismological Associa
tion has determined the epicentre of the earthquake 
of January 6 to have been lat. 22° S., long. 170° E. 
with initial time 14h. 3·4m. G.C.T. This determina
tion was based on observations of seismograms 
obtained at Georgetown, Sitka, Apia, Honolulu, 
Pasadena, Fordham, San Juan and Manila. The 
provisional epicentre was in a well-known seismic 
zone of the Pacific Ocean to the east of the island 
of New Caledonia. The earthquake of January 17 
was found by the same authority on the basis of 
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