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increasingly appreciated by parents, who recognize the 
value of its teaching. One of the difficulties is that 
English is learnt as a foreign language ; so that 
subject can scarcely be taken, as at the University 
of London, with Middle English and Anglo-Saxon 
as necessary adjuncts. It would be like studying 
Latin in early and medieval sources as well as Virgil 
and Cicero. The Commissioners urge that the 
standard of the London degree should be attempted 
and some modification of the English course allowed, 
tending to special knowledge of English master
pieces. 

The present diploma of the College is not recognized 
outside Malaya, and not much progress can be 
achieved without some external assistance in the 
examinations, which could be managed by the use 
of air-mail. The professors take leave once in three 
years, which puts rather a heavy burden on their 
substitutes, but gives them a chance to meet 
external examiners. The present arrangements for a 
president are inadequate, and the "high wastage 
rate" of failures needs to be reduced. Several drastic 
improvements are suggested. We regret to notice 
that science teaching in the schools is generally in a 
very backward state, and biology has been scarcely 
begun. The King Edward VII College of Medicine 
at Singapore is well equipped and does good work 
within its limits ; but it needs a larger scope, par
ticularly regarding public health. 

International journal of Agrarian Affairs 
THE first International Conference of Agricultural 

Econpmists was held ten years ago. As the period 
elapsing between meetings is now three years, some 
means of maintaining an interchange of ideas, beyond 
the issue of the proceedings, seemed desirable. The 
International Journal of Agrarian Affairs, the first 
number ·of which has just been published, is a bold 
attempt to meet this need. Two numbers will be 
brought out each year, the intention being to develop 
a series of studies on economic and social problems, 
one such problem being dealt with at a time. The 
Journal will therefore serve as a complement rather 
than an addition to the statistical year-books of 
agricultural information which are already available. 
The kind of topics which will form the subject-matter 
are those common to all countries, and the aim will 
be to emphasize the universal concern with the solu
tion of such problems, and to discuss them from all 
possible angles. 

The first number deals with the problem of surplus 
agricultural population. Contributions are made from 
such widely different localities as Harvard University, 
Edinburgh, Washington, Quebec, Sofia and Riga. 
The theoretical basis of the problem is first discussed 
and an account given of the historical influence of 
landowning. Other writers stress the effect of policies 
of restriction on trade and on movements of popula
tion between countries, and describe the special 
problems of Bulgaria and Latvia, while as regards 
remedies the development of subsistence holdings is 
advocated. Though not actually the official organ of 
the International Conference of Agricultural Econom-

ists, the Journal will be issued free to all members. 
For non-members the price is 3s. 6d., or £1 per 
volume of six numbers (including postage). All 
subscriptions and communications should be addressed 
to the Editor, 3 Magpie Lane, Oxford. 

Meteorology in Iraq 
THE third annual report of the Director of the 

Meteorological Service of the Government of Iraq, 
which covers the year ending March 31, 1939, shows 
that, owing to the difficulty of obtaining the 
staff, the basic organization of the Service had not 
been completed by that date. For example, although 
new offices were available at Nasiriya and Diwaniya, 
no staff was available to man them. At the head
quarters station at Baghdad, continuous records of 
wind, temperature, humidity and rainfall were main
tained and were analysed and published in the 
Monthly Weather Report. Upper winds were 
measured three t.imes a day, and the results appeared 
in the I.C.A.N. summaries published by the Meteoro
logical Office, London, up to December 1938. After 
that month they were published in Iraq together 
with similar summaries obtained from stations main
tained by the Air Ministry, Meteorological Service, 
Habbaniya. 

Meteorological information continued to be supplied 
to civil aviation from Baghdad and Basra, the number 
of messages rising to 1,200 per month during the 
winter. As the volume of air traffic over Iraq con
tinued to increase, difficulty was experienced in main
taining this part of the service, and the need for 
an extension of the existing wireless service was felt. 
As was only to be expected, the report contains little 
of purely scientific interest. Owing to the fact that 
air-conditioning engineers were constantly asking for 
data concerning the dust content of the air, the 
Director placed an order for an Owens settlement 
dust counter and for the necessary microscope for 
measuring the records. 

Lantern Slides 
THE cost of making lantern slides from illustrations 

may be materially reduced by using paper negatives, 
and Mr. G. H. Bell, of the Physiological Institute, 
Glasgow, gives an account in the December issue of 
the Journal of Scientific Instruments of a method he 
has found very satisfactory. He uses "Kodaline Paper 
Slow" exposed for three minutes at f/11, the illustra
tion being illuminated by four 100-watt lamps placed 
just behind the camera lens. He develops with Koda
line developer and gets a pure black and white nega
tive. He prints on gas-light lantern plates using a mask 
and giving an exposure of 8 seconds for a surface 
intensity of 65 foot-candles, uses an energetic de
veloper and gets a slide with black lines on a perfectly 
clear background both for line diagrams and half
tone illustrations. 

Drift of the Sedov 
THE Northern Sea Route Administration of the 

U.S.S.R. is preparing for press a collection of articles 
and other material relating to the remarkable drift of 
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