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The General Aspects of the Vegetation of Europe 
By Marietta Pallis. Pp. iv + 66. (London : Taylor 
and Francis, Ltd., 1939.) 3s. 6d. net. 

I N this essay, Miss Pallis endeavours to. assess the 
various factors which have determined the 

character of the existing vegetation of Europe. She 
naturally places in the foreground the climatic 
factors, particularly the rainfall, which according to 
Schimper governs the development of woodland and 
grassland respectively. For Europe, witr its com
paratively abundant rainfall, woodland should be 
dominant. But this dominant vegetation which 
Miss Pallis calls primitive has been considerably 
modified by the action of animals and man, both in 
historic and in prehistoric times. Pallis thinks 
that Schimper did not appreciate sufficiently the 
enormous effect of such action, to which he only refers 
incidentally. The fact that much of the present 
vegetation of Europe is of a secondary or degenerate 
type caused by animal and human interference seems 
to the author to be of far-reaching importance. 

Farrow's experiments on the vegetation of the 
Breckland have demonstrated the modifying effect 
of rabbits, and Miss Pallis in her essay directs 
attention to many other instances of the change in 
vegetation produced by man and domestic animals, 
particularly goats, in other parts of Europe-Thessaly 
and Greece being especially chosen as examples. 

But apart from what is going on at present, Miss 
Pallis indicates that such changes may have been 
occurring for an indefinite length of time, long before 
human interference occurred. The disappearance of 
the forest covering the greater part of Europe 
began gradually, she believes, with the appearance of 
herbivorous animals and gained in speed towards the 
end of the Tertiary period, when the grazing horse 
took the place of the browsing horse. The appearance 
of these horses coincides with the progressively 

REVIEWS 

falling percentages given by Mrs. Reid and Miss
Chandler for the woody plants of the Tertiary. 

In a table at the end of the publication, Miss 
Pallis sets out clearly some of the facts on which 
she bases her conclusions. Her essay, in which a 
great many facts have been gathered together, both 
from her own observations and from those of others, 
gives much food for reflection, and should be carefully 
studied by all ecologists and plant geographers. 

Wild Chorus 
Written and illustrated by Peter Scott. Pp. x + 120 + 
68 plates. (London: Country Life, Ltd., 1939.) 
21s. net. 

T HE pictures take the stage in this attractive 
book, and the text makes an appropriate back

ground. The writing is simple and direct, and whether 
the author takes us after gaese in the mud-flats of the 
East Anglian coast, on the plains ofHortobagy, on the 
Black Sea or in Persia, or merely describes the return 
of Annabel or Barnacle Bill, or the punting risks 
encountered at the railway bridge, he manages always 
to convey a sense of adventure and a feeling of 
enthusiasm in his exploits. 

Few artists have been able to catch the attitudes 
and colour patterns of birds without losing spon
taneity by paying too great attention to feathers; 
but Peter Scott has this gift. He is too familiar with 
his ducks and geese to miss their particularities, and 
his fine appreciation of design and of the effect of 
masses of light and shade are strikingly shown in 
such pictures as "Pink feet paired", "Blue Sky and 
Snow Geese", and "Four Teal". The colouring varies 
considerably in quality : among the most successful 
are "La Toilette", a picture of two pink-footed geese 
upon wet sand, "Garganeys in Spring", and the sub
dued yellows and greys of "Geese moving from 
Stubble to Potatoes". But in some, while the action 
and grouping of the birds themselves are beyond 
criticism, the treatment of clouds and water is harsh 
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