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a wider audience. The latter would probably be 
the more fruitful course to be adopted while we 
are at war. Opportunities might be provided dur
ing the approaching summer for teachers, club 
leaders and other youth workers to be able to 
make refreshing contacts with members of their 
own professions, and to obtain valuable help and 

guidance from leading scientific workers and 
educationists. For various reasons, it seems 
unlikely that the Board of Education will be 
able to proceed with its admirable courses in 
science during the summer, so that the oppor
tunities provided by other organizations would 
be of inestimable value. 

MEMORIES OF A PALJEONTOLOGIST 
Some Memories of a Palceontologist 
By William Berryman Scott. Pp. vi + 336. (Prince
ton, N.J. : Princeton University Press; London: 
Oxford University Press, 1939.) 17s. 6d. net. 

D DRING the past sixty years, American 
pal:eontologists have taken a very large 

share in adding to our knowledge offossil mammals. 
They have not only made remarkable discoveries 
on their own continent, but have also worked in 
close association with their colleagues in other 
countries. 

Among them during the whole of this long period, 
Prof. William B. Scott, of Princeton University, 
has been especially active, and few have ranged 
over a wider field. Since 1877, when he made his 
first collecting expedition to the West with his 
classmate, Henry Fairfield Osborn, until the 
present day, when he has joined Prof. Glen L. 
Jepsen in preparing a large memoir on the 
Oligocene mammals fi·om South Dakota, he has 
travelled and engaged in research with tireless 
energy. His experiences therefore have been many 
and varied, and while occupied with his own 
technical problems he has seen much of the world 
in general. He has now recorded some of his 
memories in an attractive volume which will be 
welcomed by all who are interested in the ways 
of life of scientific men. 

Prof. Scott, through his mother, is a great-great
great-grandson of Benjamin Franklin, and he began 
life at Princeton in unusually intellectual sur
roundings. From the beginning his inclinations 
were towards natural science, and when he was a 
schoolboy his interest in geology was first roused 
by his grandfather who made some casual remarks 
to him about the nature of coal. At Princeton he 
studied under Prof. Arnold Guyot, whom he 
eventually succeeded in the professorship of 
geology. In London he attended Prof. Huxley's 
course in comparative anatomy; at Cambridge 
he studied embryology with Francis M. Balfour ; 
and at Heidelberg he spent much time in research 
under the direction of Carl Gegenbaur. He was 
thus well equipped for both geological and bio-

logical work, and he gives many interesting 
reminiscences of his teachers and distinguished 
fellow students. His visits to Europe also brought 
him into contact with other leaders in geological 
and biological science of whom he records im
pressions. His experiences of England and 
Germany seem to have been particularly happy. 

Prof. Scott has much to say of life in Princeton, 
where he witnessed the growth of the old College 
into the University. He describes his expeditions 
to the West to collect fossils, beginningin the days 
when the Indians were still troublesome; and he 
makes many references to the rivalry of Cope and 
Marsh, who were his predecessors in the field. 
There are also observations on South Africa, which 
he visited with the British Association in 1905 ; 
on Panama, which he visited in 1911 ; and on 
Spain, where he attended the International Geo
logical Congress in 1926. 

Prof. Scott's most important work outside 
North America was his organization of the Prince
ton University Expedition to Patagonia under 
Hatcher and Peterson during 1896-99. Between 
1901 and 1931 he edited the series of handsome 
volumes which record the results, and he himself 
contributed most of the descriptions of the fossil 
mammals. In 1901 he visited the Argentine so that 
he might study and photograph the fragments of 
similar fossil mammals in La Plata which had 
already been described by Ameghino and others. 
Reminiscences of this journey occupy an interesting 
chapter. 

During the past few years Prof. Scott has not 
only continued the researches on Oligocene 
mammals already mentioned, but has also pub
lished new editions of his well-known "Introduction 
to Geology" and "History of Land Mammals in 
the Western Hemisphere". He has rewritten the 
greater part of the latter book and made it an 
indispensable up-to-date work of reference. Now 
that he is an octogenarian, he adds to our in
debtedness by giving us a stimulating collection 
of memories, which show how wide may be the 
outside interests of one who devotes himself to 
pal:eontology. ARTHUR SMITH WooDWARD. 
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