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tribution to classical studies was his series of cruises 
for students of all ages, undertaken when such 
facilities were rare and not easy to arrange ; they 
brought him into personal contact with a wide variety 
of acquaintances, and opened what was then a new 
aspect of classical study. J. L. MYRES. 

Prof. V. R. Williams 
WE learn with deep regret of the death of Prof. 

Vasili Robertovich Williams, professor of soil studies 
in the 'l'imiriazev Academy of Agriculture, and well 
known to soil investigators for his important contribu. 
tions to agricultural science. 

Williams was born in Moscow in 1863, the son of an 
American constructional engineer who had settled in 
Russia in 1854 and married a Russian lady. He 
studied at the old Petrovsky Academy of Agriculture 
and Forestry, to which after a period of postgraduate 
work in Paris with Pasteur, he returned as lecturer. 
In 1894 the Institute was replaced by the Agricul
tural Institute of Moscow and he was appointed 
assistant professor of soils and agriculture. In 1906 
he became director of the Institute, and after the 
Revolution, when it was reorganized as the Timiriazeff 
Academy of Great Socialist Agriculture, he was again 
made director though afterwards a political head was 
chosen in accordance with the policy then prevailing. 

From the outset, Williams's soil work centred 
around the organic constituents :. he never lost his 
interest in these. Only last August he showed me a 
colourless crystalline organic substance which he had 
extracted from the soil and to which he attached 
great importance. Like other Russian soil workers 
after the Revolution, he did a good deal of soil survey
ing and he acquired an extensive knowledge of soil 
utilization and crop production in Russia. On the 
applied side his most important activity was his keen 
advocacy of grass leys in the rotation. Russian 
agriculture was, until recently, mainly based on 
variants of the old three field system, fallow, winter 
corn, spring corn. Williams knew how greatly the 
agriculture of Western Europe had improved when 
a clover or grass and clover crop was inserted between 
the corn crops, and he strenuously urged that this 
should be done in Russia. The coming of collectiviza
tion gave an opportunity for a change of system, and 
the need for increasing the animal population after 
the devastating losses of livestock at first incurred 
furnished the justification for strenuous efforts to 
ensure ample production of fodder crops. So Williams 
used all his great influence in the U.S.S.R. to extend 
the culture of grasses and clovers and showed that, 
not only would more cattle food be produced, but 
also the soil fertility would be increased and the 
danger of erosion lessened. 

In his later years, Williams devoted much time 
to the building up of his soil museum, and on each 
of my recent visits to the Ir.stitute he personally 
demonstrated its chief features : it included a large 
number of typical profiles with specimens or illustra
tions of the flora native to each type, and charts 
showing the most suitable kind of agriculture. 

His soil work is described in his book, "Soil 
Science", first published in 1914 and revised in .1920. 

Williams was afflicted with a paralysis which 
impeded his activities but never damped his en
thusiasm. Like others of the older school of Russian 
scientific workers, he had a good knowledge of a 
Western language so that conversation and discussion 
were always easy. In his case the language was 
English, learned from his father and never forgotten. 
His work was much appreciated in Russia and he 
was given the highest awards open to Soviet citizens : 
the Order of Lenin, a seat in the Supreme Soviet, 
and membership of the Academy of Sciences ; more 
important still, the deep respect, softened by affection, 
of many past students now engaged in agricultural 
organization in Russia. One of the pavilions of the 
great agricultural exhibition at Moscow is adorned 
with a very large mural painting showing him at 
work in his department. E. JoHN RusSELL. 

Mr. G. Eumorfopoulos 
WE regret to record the death at the age of 

seventy-six of Mr. George Eumorfopoulos, which 
took place on December 19. Eumorfopoulos had long 
been known as a great collector and skilled con
noisseur of objects of Oriental art and more especially 
of the art of the Chinese. 

George Eumorfopoulos was born in Liverpool in 
1863. Until1934 he was a member of the well-known 
firm of Ralli Bros. His career as a collector began 
with English and Continental porcelain, but he soon 
turned to Oriental art, and was one of the first 
collectors to give special attention to pieces of the 
earlier Chinese dynasties- Chou, Han, T'ang and 
Sung. In this field his collection for the beauty, 
rarity, and historic and archroological value of the 
specimens it contained, ranked among the greatest 
in the world. It was thrown open with the greatest 
liberality to students, fellow-collectors and con
noisseurs from any and every part of the world with
out distinction beyond interest in that field, which 
Eumorfopoulos by the jurUcious use of his wealth 
in the service of. his knowledge and his artistic 
judgment had made peculiarly his own. 

Above everything Eumorfopoulos was anxious that 
so far as was possible others less fortunate than him
self should share in the advantages for study that he 
enjoyed. A type collection of Chinese porcelain was 
formed by him and presented to the Museum at 
Athens, and his gifts to other museums both 
UUII!erous and valuable ; but his greatest sacrifice 
was unquestionably the sale of his collection as a. 

whole, which through his generosity in accepting a 
price far below its pecuniary value, became the pro
perty of the British nation in 1935. Now, though 
divided, it forms by far the most important part of 
the material available for the study and appreciation 
of the art of the Far East in the national collections. 

Eumorfopoulos was also a generous supporter of 
all forms of archroological investigation, but more 
especially if it showed likelihood of advancing know
ledge of the history of art.. As Sir Leonard Woolley 


	Prof. V. R. Williams

