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Lynch's Explorations in Mesopotamia

AT a meeting of the Geodgraphical Society on
November 25, thanks to the president of the India
Board, a communication was read from Lieutenant
Henry Blosse Lynch (1807-73) of the Indian Navy
relating to his survey of the River Tigris between
Ctesiphon and Mésul. ‘‘Chains of triangles,” said
Lynch, “covered Nineveh to Baghddd, Baghdé4d to
Babylon, Babylon to Ctesiphon, Ctesiphon to Bagh-
déd, and the mountains of Hamrin in two points,
namely, where the Tigris bursts through them in the
N., and Wiyédlah to the north-eastward ; most of the
principal points within the range of these are fixed
either by an extension of the trigonometric chains, or
by latitudes and true bearings checked by longitudes ;
the great canals also have been touched by our work
sufficiently to show their direction and position. As
we work, the field, instead of being diminished,
appears to extend ; and I have been obliged to leave
with regret the tracing of the splendid canals and
rivers, and the filling in  of the villages and ruins, for
more favourable times. . . .”

Anniversary Meeting of the Royal Society

IN his address at the anniversary meeting of the
Royal Society on November 30, 1839, the president,
the Marquis of Northampton, said that “the past
year has indeed been to that portion of the Royal
Society which takes an active part in its affairs, ono
of more than usual labour and exertion—of labour
and exertion, destined, as I hope, to produce rich
and ample fruit. The great and marking peculiarity
which has attended it, has been the sailing of the
Antarctic Expedition. .
now sailed, amply provided with the best scientific
instruments and furnished with ample scientific
instructions. . . I have stated, Gentlemen, that
your Council had recourse to the Scientific Committees
for assistance in drawing up instructions for the
Expedition in different branches of knowledge ;
those committees, who were named only two years
ago, were at first apparently more a matter of form
than substance; they have now been capable of
doing excellent servico™.

The Royal Medals for 1839 were awarded to Dr.
Martin Barry (1802-55) for his researches in embryo-
logy and to Sir James Ivory (1765-1842) for his
investigations on astronomical refraction, while the
Copley Medal was awarded to Robert Brown (1773~
1858) for his ‘‘Discoveries during a Series of Years
on the Subject of Vegetable Impregnation’. Hum-
boldt denominated Brown “botanicorum facili prin-
cips”. Tho son of a Scottish clergyman, Brown, after
attending the Universities of Aberdeen and Edinburgh,
was made an army surgeon. At the age of twenty-
seven he became known to Sir Joseph Banks, through
whom he was appointed naturalist to the expedition
sent to Australia in 1801 under the command of
Captain Matthew Flinders. When Brown returned
to England four yecars later he brought back a
collection of 4,000 plants. Soon after his return he
was made librarian to Banks and in 1823 became
possessed of both his library and herbarium. The
collection of plants he offered to the British Museum,
and in 1827 he became keeper of the botanical depart-
ment in the Museum, a post he held until his death.
He was admitted F.R.S. in 1811, in 1833 was elected a
foreign associate of the Paris Academy of Sciences, and
in 1849 was chosen president of the Linnean Society.
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments
before the dates mentioned : ppo s onor

TEMPORARY ASSISTANT LIBRARIAN—The
College, Southampton (December 6).

NUFFIELD PROFESSOR OF ORTHOPEDIC SURGERY—The Registrar,
University Registry, Oxford (December 16).

Registrar, University
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