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The Fossil Fishes of the Yorkshire Coalfields

ONx November 20, 1839, the naturalist William
Crawford Williamson (1816-95) contributed to the
Geological Society a paper “On the Fossil Fishes of
the Yorkshire and Lancashire Coal Fields”. Within
the previous four years the Coal Measures of these
counties had assumed a zoological importance which
hitherto they had not been supposed to possess. In
Lancashire ichthyolites had been lately found to per-
vade the whole of the series from the Ardwick lime-
stone to the millstone grit, and in Yorkshire they
had also been found in abundance. These remains,
except in the case of the Ardwick limestone, always
occurred in highly bituminous shale and were most
abundant where plants were least numerous. The
fishes were found chiefly in the roof of the coal,
rarely in the seam itself, and not often in its floor.
The author made some observations on the manner
in which ichthyolites were associated with other
fossils in the Coal Measures. At Burdichouse they
occurred in the midst of fresh-water shells and Cypris ;
at Coalbrook Dale with marine Testaceca; at Middle-
ton, near Leeds, with Lingule ; and at the top of
the series in Lancashire and Derbyshire with Mytili
and Melanize. When he read this paper, Williamson
was a medical student; in 1851 he became first
professor of natural history, anatomy and physiology
at Owens College, Manchester. He was Wollaston
medallist in 1890.

Roman Causeway

“SoMeE works for improving the channel of the
Scheldt”, according to tho Gentleman’s Magazine
of November, 1839, ‘“havo occasioned several
extensive cuttings across the old Roman cause-
way called La Chaussé de Brabant de Brunehaut,
which connects in & straight line the towns of
Bavay and Tournay. These cuttings took place on
the spot described in the Itinerary of Antoninus as
the Pons Scaldis. In the course of the works there
have been discovered on various points remains of
constructions, and large quantities of material which
indicate the site of a town or large village ; and it
appears that in this locality several bridges have
been thrown over the Scheldt. This discovery shows
that the point given by antiquaries as Pons Scaldis
was not merely a bridge over the Scheldt, but a
Roman station which was probably fortified.”

Royal Botanic Society

THE issue of the Gentleman’s Magazine of November
1839 contains the following information : ““A charter
of incorporation has just been granted to this Society,
‘for the promotion of botany in all its branches, and
its application to medicine, arts, and manufactures,
and also for the formation of extensive botanical and
ornamental gardens within the vicinity of tho
metropolis’.  The Charter appoints the Duke of
Richmond as the first president, Mr. Marjoribanks
the first treasurer, and the Duke of Norfolk, the
Earl of Albemarle, Mr. Rushbrook, Philip Barnes
and James de Carle Sowerby Esqs. tho first council-
lors. The organization is similar to that of other
scientific societies, and meetings for the discussion
of scientific subjects will be held periodically. The
anniversary meeting is assigned by the charter for
the first of January. Steps are in active progress for
the completion of the gardens in Regent’s Park, in
which exhibitions will be held in the approaching
season.”
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments on or
before the dates mentioned :

LECTURER in the Mining Department—The Principal, Technical
College, Sunderland (November 25).

SUB-LIBRARIAN - of the University of Cape Town—The Secretary,
Office of the High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa,
Trafalgar Square, W.C.2 (December 31).
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