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William Murdock (1754-1839)

Ox November 15, 1839, William Murdock, the

colleague of Boulton and Watt, died at his house,
Sycamore Hill, Handsworth, at the age of cighty-five.
He was buried in Handsworth Church, and his bust
by Chantrey was placed there side by side with the
memorials to Watt and Boulton. Murdock was born
at Lugar, Ayrshire, on August 21, 1754, and after
being trained as a millwright by his father, in 1777,
at the age of twenty-three, entered the famous Soho
works, Birmingham. In 1779 he was sent to Cornwall
as an erector of pumping engines, and he remained
there until 1798. Much of the success of the firm
in the county was due to him. He was a man of
fine physique, cool-headed, frugal, ingenious and
resourceful. In those days only the principal parts
of the engines were made at Soho and much remained
to be done at the mine. Boulton spoke of Murdock
as the finest erector he ever saw. In Cornwall, too,
at Redruth, Murdock made his historic little model
steam vehicle, and carried out his pioneering work
on gas lighting. The latter formed the subject of a
contribution by him to the Royal Society in 1808,
for which he was awarded the Rumford Medal.

Returning to Soho in 1798, on the dissolution of the
partnership of Boulton and Watt and the assumption
of offico by the sons of the founders two years later,
Murdock became the presiding mechanical genius at
the works, and during the next twenty years made
notable contributions to mechanical engineering.
The manufacture of gas-lighting plant was taken up
in earnest and Soho may well be regarded as the
cradle of the gas industry. Murdock also furthered
the application of compressed air to machinery, con-
structing air motors and pneumatic lifts. His in-
ventions included the sun and planet motion, cast-
iron cement, a rotary engine, an improved boring
machine, and the long D slide valve.

The United States Coast Survey

Ix its column of Weekly Gossip, the Athencum
of November 16, 1839, said : “We are glad to learn
that at length some progress has been made in the
survey of the coast of the United States of America—
a subject of great interest to all maritime nations.
So far back as 1807, a law was passed on the recom-
mendation of Jefferson, authorizing the President to
cause a survey of the coast of the United States . . .
owing, however, to the external relations of the
country at that period, the survey was, for a time,
deferred . .. In 1832, however, it was recommenced
with increased vigour. . . . From the report of the
Superintendent, it appears that the work is com-
pleted throughout that part of the coast and adjacent
waters lying between the eastern extremity of Long
Island Sound, to the neighbourhood of Long Branch,
New Jersey ; and the necessary triangulations to
pursue the survey have extended southerly to Cape
May and northerly to Mount Carmel in Connecticut.”

Ferdinand Rudolph Hassler, to whom the project
was largely due, was born at Aarau, in Switzer-
land, in 1770 and, having made his mark as a
mathematician, was engaged on a trigonometrical
survey of his native country. Removing to America,
in 1807 he was made professor of mathematics at
West Point, and in the same year he submitted plans
for a survey of the American coast. He died
while directing the survey on November 20, 1843.
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments on or
before the dates mentioned :

DIRECTOR OF THE GEOLOGICAL SCRVEY—The Secretary, Civil
Service Commission, 45 Upper O'Connell Street, Dublin (November 21).
_ASSISTANT IN THE DEPARTMENT OF PHYSI0LOGY—The Secretary,
University College, Dundee (November 30).

LECTGRER (WOMAN) IN DMATREMATICS—The Principal, Training
College, Lincoln.
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