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NEWS AND VIEWS 

Ministry of Information 

QuESTIOX timo in tho Houso of Commons during 
tho past fow do.ys has produced o. crop of inquiries 
about tho :Ministry ofinfornmtion .. As is well known, 
tho staff of tho ?.Iinistry has suffered drastic reduction 
as tho result of tho criticism levelled against it.. On 
October 18, Sir John Graham Kerr asked tho Par
liamonta.ry Secretary to tho nlinistry of Information, 
"in view of tho important pa.rt plo.yed in modern 
warforo by science and in view of tho importance of 
a.ccuro.ey in public information regarding such 
matters, how many of tho 1!)0 members of tho staff 
of tho Ministry, of which particulars ha,-o recently 
mado public, aro university graduates in science ?" 
Sir Edward Grigg said in reply tho.t tho "information 
is not availa.blo and could only ho obtained at 1111 ex
pense of time of which I should not feel justified in 
giving to tho inquiry". Ho added that "scientific ad
vice co.n be obtained whenever necessary from a largo 
range of exports in Government sorvico and outside 
it, and that it is therefore unnecessary to add on that 
account to tho establishment costs of tho :Ministry". 
\Vhilo it will not ho denied that such advice is a.vail
a.blo, it is difficult to see how tho Ministry, without 
scientific guidance from within, can hope to utilize 
to tho full tho scientific knowledge of tho country. 

Camouflage (Advisory Committee} 
Ox August 2 last, an advisory committee on 

camouflage by tho use of paint, wns appointed by 
tho Government, which agreed that it should include 
a. scientific member. Sir John Graham Kerr askell 
tho Homo Secretary on October 10 how many meet
ings this committee had hold since its fonnation. 
Sir John Anderson, in reply, stated that tho first 
meeting of tho committee was hold on October 18. 
In reply to ·o. supplementary question, Sir John 
Andorson so.id that "tho committee has been so con
stituted as to bring to bear on this important question 
of camouflage tho opinions of many people who hold 
differing views on tho theoretical and practical 
aspects of tho question. Tho reference to tho com
mittee is very wide, and I hm·o no doubt that the 
committeo will be in a. position to address itself to 
tho question". Xo explana.tion wns offered of tho 
Iongthy delay between the setting up of this com
mittee nnd its first meeting. 

Advisory Research Council of the Chemical Society 
TnE Council of the Chemicnl Society has formed 

an Advisory Research Council, under tho chairman
ship of Sir Robert Robinson, tho main function of 
which will be, when approached, to bring to tho 
notice of follows and others engaged in chemical 
research, subjects for in,-cstigation likely to bo of 
potential vo.luo to tho nation at tho present time. 
In tho first instance such adYico \\·ill be mado m·ail-

able to unremunerated research workers (that is, 
unremunerated as research workers for some specific 
purpose) in universities, colleges o.ncl other research 
institutions, and to research students in receipt of 
grants not definitely related to any particular topic 
or in regard to which tho topic can bo changed. It 
is l10pod to effect liaison with Government depart
ments nnd industrial organizations so that tho 
Advisory Research Council mo.y be cognizant of 
pressing problems needing im-estigation and thus ho 
o.blo to suggest lines of research of national value. 
It will not ho o. function of tho Council to exorcise 
control over any research that ma.y ho undertaken. 
Tho field to ho covered will cmbro.co every bro.nch of 
pure chemistry o.nd include biochemistry and metal
lurgy_ Chemists o.nd various organizations (industrial 
and otherwise) will bo invited to send in suggestions 
for resea rch, a.nd a list of topics for research con
sidered of national importance will ho dro.wn up and 
will normally bo o.vo.ilo.blo to those wishing to mako 
usl:l of it for tho purpose of initiatii1g an investigation. 
Inquiries and suggestions mo.y be sent to tho General 
Secretary, Chemical Society, Burlington Houso, 
Piccadilly, London, ,v.1. 
New Anthropological Periodical in India 

INDIA is so poorly supplied with nnthropological 
literature that the nppcaranco of a new periodical 
to bo devoted entirely to tho scientific study of 
anthropology must bo regarded ns something of an 
event. Tho work of the Indian Anthropological 
Institute, to which reference is rondo elsewhere 
in this issue of NATUTIE (see p. 721), has J;cen 
hampered seriously over sinco its inception in 1036 
through lack of an official organ for recording tho 
dolibcro.tions and discussions of its members. Financial 
conditions proved un insuporablo obstacle until the 
University of Culoutto., thanks to tho good offices of 
tho Yico-Chuncellor, ?.Ir. Syamaprasnd niookerjce, 
generously came to its assistance with an offer to 
assume responsibility for printing tho Journal of tho 
Institute free of charge. Tho first issue, which has 
appeared recently, includes communications received 
from members up to the oloso of 1!)38, among them 
tho presidential utldross by Dr. J. H. Hutton, tho 
first president, in which ho puts forwnrcl the suggestion 
that the Institute should formulate a five yeard' pian 
of research, to be entrusted to sub-committees, o.:1cl 
Colonel Gordon offers some pregnant, as well as 
pungently critical, comments on tho methods and 
organization of arch::eological studies in Indio.. 
Reference to both these communications will bo 
found on another page. A cognate queation is raised 
by Colonel Germano da Silva Correia, who after a 
critical examination of tho various theories of tho 
racial origins of tho pooplca of India, put forward 
by anthropologists from tho duys of II. H. Rislo:v 
onward, suggests that tho methods of inquiry hitherto 
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pursued should bo supplomcntcd by a systematic 
survoy of blood groups. Among other contributors 
l\Ir. Sasanka Sarkar puts forward a proposal for a 
classification of tho nasal elevation index, and Dr. 
Biren Bonnerjea, profiting by his sojourn in tho 
United States, discusses "Fish-Hooks in North 
America and their Distribution". ,ve offer the now 
periodical a cordial welcome, nnd wish it a long and 
prosperous career. 

Extension of Electric Power Supplies in U.S.S.R. 
AccoRDING to "Russia Today" Press Scrvico, tho 

Commissariat of Power Stations of tho U.S.S.R. is 
expending a swn of 1,056 million roubles on this 
purpose in tho present year, when 882,000 kw. will 
bo added to the capacity of tho generating plants 
of tho Union. Tho capacity of the power stations 
in tho Ukraine has been augmented considerably, 
a notable addition boing a 100,000 kw. turbine to 
tho Zuyov Station, which is ono of tho largest in 
tho U.S.S.R. Two largo turbines have been added 
to tho l\!oscow power system and threo new heat and 
power stations are in courso of construction in that 
city. The power system of tho Urals hns been aug
mented by a 50,000 kw. generator at tho Central 
Urals Station near Svordlovsk, which brings tho 
capacity of this station up to 150,000 kw. A heat and 
power plant was recently put into operation at tho 
Kamensk Aluminium "rorks in tho Urals. "rork on a 
largo scale is also proceeding on hydro-electric power 
plants. This includes work on tho world's largest 
power project, the Kuibyshev Hydro-Electric Centro 
(on tho Samara Bend of tho Volga), tho power plant 
of which when completed will havo a generating 
capacity of 3·4 million h-w., and tho hydro-electric 
power stations at Uglich and Rybinsk, two further 
links in tho chain of tho Greater Volga Project. Tho 
Uglich and Rybinsk stations will have a combined 
capacity of 440,000 kw. Construction is in progress 
on tho first underground hydro-electric power station 
beyond the Arctic Circle, in the district of Kandalak
sha, in tho ~Iurmansk Province. This station, which 
will have a capacity of 150,000 kw., will be the third 
power plant in the Soviet Far Korth. To provide 
power for tho growing non-ferrous metal industry 
in the Altni l\Iountains, building has commenced for 
a generating station of 2-10,000 kw. capacity on tho 
River Irtysh in Kazakhstan. 

Precautions against Flooding in the London Tubes 
IN order to protect railway and road transport 

services from tho risks arising from air raids, London 
Transport, in conjunction with tho l\Iinistry of 
Transport, has undertaken a groat programme of 
emergency work. Tho Electrical Times of October l!l 
states that tho total cost of the programme, including 
that already completed at the outbreak of tho "rar, 
will bo about a million pounds. Tho most difficult 
part of the problem was how to protect the under
ground railways from flooding either from tho 
Thames itself or from sewers or water mains where 
these are in closo proximity to stations. Thero has 
been already a preliminary inspection of two examples 

of such protective works, namely, floodgates installed 
at "raterloo, whero tho tunnels of tho Northern lino 
go under tho rh·er, and work which has been done 
at King's Cross Underground, to guard against 
flooding from water mains and sewers. ,vhen tho 
works are finished, all the stations and sections of 
Iino at present closed will bo reopened and journeys 
on the Underground will be as safe as in peace time. 

BOTH tho floodgates installed at ,vaterloo and 
Charing Cross stations on the Bakerloo Iino are 
electrically operated. They enable tho sub-fluvial 
sections of tho lines between these stations to be 
isolated during an air raid and so tho risk of damaging 
tho under-river tunnels is avoided. Similar flood
gates aro being installed at ,vatorloo and Strand 
stations on tho Northern lino, which also runs under 
the Thames. Each gate is made of built-up steel of an 
overall thickness of thirteen inches and weighs very 
nearly six tons. In normal open position it is against 
the headwall of the station platform tunnel, against 
tho tunnel mouth. It is made to slido horizontally 
into pm,ition across the tunnel mouth within a frame
work of cast iron and can bo operated either 
electrically or by hand. For electrical operation con
trol is by push-button., Tho gates would resist a force 
of more than 800 tons, which is sovoral times greater 
than any possible pressure of water that might have 
to be borne. The gates on the Bakerloo lino were 
actually closed during each of tho thrco air raid 
warnings which marked tho ourbrcak of war, tho 
time taken to close them being less than three 
minutes. Tho gates were designed by ,v. T. Halcrow, 
consulting engineer, in conjunction with London 
Transport's engineers. 

Commercial Irradiation of Food 
IT is now sixty ycnrs ago sinco it was first dis

covered that bacteria are killed by exposure to sun
light, and that the bactericidal effect is duo to 
rays of short wave-length. For medical purposes tho 
use of such ultra-violet rays is now well known, but 
it is not generally known to what extent irradiation 
is used commercially in tho preparation of foodstuffs, 
and tho engineering devices that aro employed for 
obtaining the ultra-violet rays. Until recently, 
sterilization of water by ultra-violet radiation has 
been hampered by the complexity of tho equipment 
available (Elect. Rev., Sept. 23). Recently, l\Iessrs. 
Hanovia, Ltd., have brought out tho new 'Uster' 
type of sterilizer, which uses a simple straight 
generating quartz mercury arc tube with a 700-watt 
loading. This starts automatically by an electronic 
discharge from activated metal electrodes. One of 
these units can deal with 600 gallons of, fluid per 
hour. l\Ir. Harding, a director of E. Harding and 
Sons, Birmingham, states that in a bakery ho finds 
that dough which has been subjected to ultra-violet 
rays during tho se\·en to ten minutes it is mixing 
not only gives a loaf a better colour, owing to the 
slight bleaching action of the rays, but also causes a 
definite improYcmcnt in fermentation. Another 
application of ultra-violet radiation is to detennine 
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