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SCIENCE NEWS A CENTURY AGO

Sir William Jardine’s “British Salmonida"

“A work of considerable, and in some respects of
national importance,” said the Athenceum of October
19, 1839, “has long been in preparation, and one
number published by Sir William Jardine on the
‘Scottish Salmonidz’. The announced intention was
a series of plates, illustrating the different species,
accompanied by an octavo volume of descriptive
letter-press. . . . Though the work was nominally
restricted to Scotland, because the numerous lochs,
rivers and mountain streams in that country offered
the greatest facility for extended observation, it would
of necessity have included almost all the British
species. . . . Now our readers will hear, as we did,
with surprise, that notwithstanding the scientific
interest which must attach to such a work—notwith-
standing the direct pecuniary interest, which many
persons must have in the subject, and even its legis-
lative importance, for we have had at least half a
dozen different committees of inquiry appointed by
Parliament or the Government—the worlk is likely to
be abandoned for want of patronage—oven though
Sir William Jardine has consented to proceed with it
if but sixty subsecribers could be obtained, sufficient
only to secure him against direct pecuniary loss.
Surely with so many noblemen and gentlemen
interested in the questions to be resolved by such a
work-—so many Scientific Institutions, so many
Societies professedly devoted to inquiries in Natural
History, scattered over the three kingdoms, this
announcement will be sufficient to ensure its
completion.”

The author of this work, which ultimately appeared
under the title ‘“History of British Salmonid=", was
the distinguished naturalist Sir William Jardine, Bart.,
who was born in Edinburgh on February 22, 1800,
and died on November 21, 1874, in the Isle of Wight.
Entering the University of Edinburgh at the agoe of
seventeen, he attended the lectures of Prof. Jameson
and devoted himself to natural history and anatomy.
At the age of twenty-one he succeeded to the title and
estates in Dumfriesshire. With Prideaux Selby
(1788-1867) Sir Stamford Raffles (1781-1826) and
others he published “Illustrations of Ornithology”
and at his home, Jardine’s Hall, Dumfriesshire, formed
one of the largest collection of birds in the country.
His other writings included the ‘“Memoirs of Hugh
Strickland” and an edition of White’s ‘“Natural
History of Selborne”, and for seven years he was
joint-editor of the Edinburgh Philosophical Journal.
In 1860 he was appointed commissioner on salmon
fisheries.

The Royal Navy and Screw Propulsion

Ox October 16, 1839, an experimental trip was
made in the Thames with the S.S. Archimedes fitted
with the screw propeller of Francis Pettit Smith, the
trial being attended by Captain Sir William Symonds,
the Surveyor of the Navy, Captain Sir William
Edward Parry, the head of the Steam Départment at
the Admiralty, Captains Basil Hall, Austin and
Smith, R.N., Peter Ewart the chief engineer of
Woolwich Dockyard, Joseph Miller, Charles Manby
and others. In the following spring the Archimedes
was tried against HOML.S.V. Widgeon, a paddle-wheel
vessel employed on cross-channel mail service, and it
was the success of the Archimedes which led to the
introduction of the screw propeller into the Navy.
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are invited for the following appointments, on or
before the dates mentioned :

SECRETARY (woman) for the Macaulay Institute of Soil Research—
The Director, Macaulay Institute for Soil Research, Craigicbuckler,
Aberdeen (October 21).

HEADMASTERSHIP OF EPsoM CoLLEGE—The Secretary, Epsom
College, Epsom, Surrey (October 25).

TEMPORARY LECTURER IN GARDENING—The Principal, Cheshire
County Training College, Crewe.
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