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Mojsisovics von Mojsvar (1839-1907)

Ox October 18 occurs the centenary of the birth
of the distinguished Austrian geologist and paleonto-
logist Johann August Georg Edmund Mojsisovics von
Mojsvar. The son of a surgeon, he studied law at
Vienna, taking his doctor’s degree in 1864. Three years
later he entered the Geological Institute with which
he was connected until his retirement in 1900. From
1892 until 1900 he was vice-director of the Institute.
His first geological tours were taken in the Salz-
kammergut with his famous teacher Suess. For
more than thirty years ho devoted much attention
to the Austrian Trias and among his principal
writings was his work entitled “The Dolomite Reefs
of South Tyrol” published in 1879. He was instru-
mental in furthering the systematic collection of
fossils from the Eastern Alps, and his own work on
the Cephalopods, said von Zittel, “is an achiovement
of permanent value and general scientific interest”,
conferring a boon on Alpine geology and zoological
knowledge. For many years, with Melchior Neumayr
(1845-90) he conducted the Beitrdge zur Palaontologie
und Geologie Oesterreich-Ungarus ; and he assisted
in founding the Austrian and German Alpine Clubs.
He died at Mallnitz on October 2, 1907.

William Morrant Baker (1839-1896)

Mr. WiLLiaM . MoRRANT DBAKER, & prominent
London surgeon of the pre-aseptic era, was born on
Qctober 20, 1839, at Andover, where he was educated
at the Grammar School. He received his medical
training first by serving as an apprentice to a local
surgeon and later entered as o student at St.
Bartholomew’s Hospital, London. He obtained the
qualification of M.R.C.S. in 1864, and became
F.R.C.S. in 1867. Between the years 1862 and 1892
he obtained a number of appointments at his hospital,
including those of demonstrator of anatomy, lecturer
in physiology, surgeon to the skin department,
casualty surgeon, assistant surgeon and full surgeon.
He was also surgeon to the Evelina Hospital for
Children, examiner for the Royal College of Surgeons
and of the Universities of London and Durham, and
associato editor of Kirke’s ‘“‘Handbook of Physiology”.
He retired from the staff of St. Bartholomew’s
Hospital in 1892. Under the term of “Baker’s cysts”
his name is attached to hernial protrusions of the
synovial membrane of a joint through an aperture
in its fibrous capsule. He also invented a flexible
tube of red rubber for tracheotomy which is named
after him.

Animals during War-time

THE importance of safeguarding animal life under
war eonditions has been fully realized by the Govern-
ment and & useful and effective scheme has been
worked out. The Home Office has appointed a
National Air Raids Precautions Animals Committee.
In each district or danger zone, all the local veterinary
surgeons and the animal clinies and depots of the
local animal welfare societies are co-operating under
regional organizers appointed by the Home Ofice.
These regional organizers are usually qualified
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veterinary surgeons. The Government A.R.P. Hand-
book No. 12 dealing specially with animals has been
widely circulated, and the People’s Dispensary for
Sick Animals purchased 100,000 copies for free
distribution to people who cannot afford them.

IN a circular just issued to its members, the
Zoological Society of London directs attention to the
“many grave problems” war conditions have brought
to its collections, which include a serious drop in
revenue. Drastic staff and general expenditure
reductions have been made ; the aquarium has been
closed owing to the danger of air-raids breaking the
glass tanks, and the reptile and tortoise houses are
being closed to avoid the expense of heating them.
A beginning has been made in tho destruction of
animals, and substitute foodstuffs not required for
national needs are being used for the nucleus collec-
tion it is hoped to preserve. The North of England
Zoological Society has so far withheld the destruction
of its collection at Chester Zoo, and under an ‘adop-
tion’ scheme has already had the cost of upkeep of
many of its animals promised under weckly sub-
scriptions, some for tho duration of the war, from
animal-lovers over a wide area. It has recently
accepted a large donation of waterfowl and geese
from Mr. S. P. B. Freme, and a foreign bird collection.
It has used its educational value by admitting
thousands of evacuees free. Dudley Zoo has offered
most of its animals for sale.

National Rat Week

T~ view of the serious depredations on food stocks
by rats, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries
considers that the annual Rat Week should be held
this year notwithstanding the war. The Week will
begin on November 6, and the Minister asks everyone
to make a special effort during the week to destroy
any rats on their own lands and premises and to
take all possible steps towards securing concerted
action against these vermin. The Rats and Mice
(Destruction) Act, 1919, places an obligation upon
every occupier of ‘land’, which term includes buildings
on or under land, to take steps to destroy rats and
mice on the property which he occupies and to
prevent such property from becoming infested. The
Ministry’s Advisory Leaflet No. 49—“The Destruc-
tion of Rats and Mice” contains information and
advice on methods for dealing with rats. A copy
may be obtained free of charge from the Offices of
the Ministry, 10 Whitehall Placo, London, S.IW.1.
Further information on the subject of rats is contained
in Bulletin No. 30, “Rats and How to Exterminate
Them”, copies of which are obtainable through any
bookseller, or direct from H.M. Stationery Office,
York House, Kingsway, London, W.C.2, price Gd.
(7d. post paid).

First Aid Posts and Workers

A vERY useful “Memorandum for the Guidance of
Medical Officers and other Personnel at First Aid
Posts” has been issued by the Ministry of Health
(H.M. Stationery Office. 3d. net). The functions and
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staffing of first aid posts, and the duties of first aid
workers, are first dealt with, after which general
directions are given for the use of dressings and
treatment of injuries and burns. Injuries and their
first aid treatment are then dealt with in detail of
various regions of the body. Finally, some valuable
hints are given for the treatment of patients who may
be suffering from fright, fear or nervous shock. The
appropriate opium dosage to be used for cleansing
burns and scalds is given in an appendix.

Psychiatry in the Punjab

Ix his chairman’s address at the inaugural meeting
of the Indian Division of the Royal Medico-Psycho-
logical Association (J. AMMent. Sci., 85, 381; 1939)
Lieut.-Colonel C. J. Lodge Patch gives a striking
account of the inhuman treatment of the insane in
India which has persisted down to the present day.
During the last hundred years, though there have
been flashes of intelligence, interest and humanity in
the ’forties, ’fifties and ’sixties associated with the
names of Honigberger, Smith and De Renzy, there
have been frequent returns to a state of almost
primeval darkness. On his appointment as medical
superintendent of the Punjab Mental Hospital in
1922, Colonel Patch found a deplorable state of
affairs. Nearly all the male paticnts wero allowed
to go about stark naked, handcuffs and fetters were
applied on little or no provocation, and the patients
were living in a reign of terror. His first act was to
collect two hundredweight of handecuffs and send
them in a bullock cart to the central jail. His next
was to dismiss a swarm of undesirable attendants,
and then to remove the bolts and bars which gave
the hospital the aspect of a prison. Within the last
few months a new hospital has been built to Colonel
Pateh’s designs on modern lines and not containing
a single bar, grill or grating. Throughout the whole
of India, abuses in the treatment of the insane still
exist, as is shown by the fact that Colonel Patch has
admitted to his hospital hundreds of patients with
scars of beatings, blisterings, bleedings and other
brutalities administered to drive out the devil
supposed to have taken possession of the madman’s
mind. There is therefore much that can be done in
India by spreading knowledge of the nature, prophy-
laxis and treatment of insanity.

Dust and Disease

Ix his inaugural thesis (Thése de Paris, No. 522;
1939), Dr. André Assémat remarks that the inhalation
of dust is the cause of various lesions in the respiratory
system, but that the gravity of the pulmonary
involvement is mainly due to its effect on the general
condition. He adopts Teleky’s classification of the
modes of action of dust in the following eight groups :
(1) A microchemical action giving rise to charac-
teristic lesions, especially in the case of silicosis and
asbestosis. (2) An action which does not produce any
changes in the lung until after intense and prolonged
inhalation, as in the case of coal and non-siliceous
mineral dust. (3) An action affecting the respiratory
tract rather than the lung, as in the case of coarse
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wood dust, textiles and cereals. (4) A carcinogenic
action caused by the dust of chromates, nickel and
radioactive substances. (3) A sensitizing or allergic
action. (6) A chemical action favouring the develop-
ment of inflammatory processes. (7) An infective
action when the dust is associated with micro-
organisms and fungi, ete. (8) An intoxication of the
system, as in the case of manganese. Apart from its
own action, dust may be an aggravating factor in the
course of lung disease. The tuberculosis problem is
closely connected with that of pneumoconiosis, and
especially silicosis, which always aggravates the
prognosis. Occupational diseases due to dust repre-
sent an important cause of temporary or permanent
incapacity for work and therefore have a bad effect on
the general activity of a country. Before studying
the means of repairing the damage done by certain
forms of dust, it is important to secure the prevention
of these diseases by the use of all the methods
capable of protecting the worker, such as interception
of the dust at its source, ventilation and the wearing
of masks. The medical officer should play an im-
portant part in the engagement of workers and
should reject any who suffer from pulmonary disease,
especially tuberculosis, as well as those with a
defective naso-pharynx. After enrolment, the workers
should undergo periodical examination, and skiagrams
should be taken and kept for future reference.

Destruction of Rabbits

Ix days of war, our stock of wild rabbits has value
as a food-supply, but the experience of the War of
1914-18 was that-the absence of game-keepers and
rabbit-trappers permitted an excessive increase ; and
their food value did not balance the damage to
crops they did. Accordingly, in 1917 it was found
necessary to legislate for the prevention of damage
by rabbits, the emergency legislation being repealed
in 1921. The experience of the last war is likely to be
repeated in the present conflict, but now the situation
is more favourable from the nation’s point of view,
since there has been on the statute book since July
of this year a Prevention of Damage by Rabbits Act,
which offers facilities for dealing with the rabbit pest.
For the successful carrying out of the obligations of
the Act, the Universities Federation for Animal
Welfaro has published a revised and enlarged edition
of its “Instructions for Dealing with Rabbits”. This
20-page pamphlet gives much information about
rabbit-proof fencing, fumigation, long-netting, ferret-
ing, shooting, catching with dazzle-light (an imprac-
ticable method under ‘black-out’ conditions), catching
in enclosures, and it naturally omits reference to the
less humane method of the steel-trap against which
the Federation has waged constant warfare. The
pamphlet is & handy and reliable guide to methods
of keeping down rabbits, and its value is increased
by the inclusion of the text and a brief explanation of
the provisions of the new Act. Single copies of the
pamphlet may be had free on enclosing a stamped
and addressed quarto envelope to UFAW, Gordon
House, 29 Gordon Square, London, W.C.1, or larger
quantities will be supplied at cost price (3d. each).
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