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well satisfied with this first trial, for there were so 
many faults of construction and want of insulation 
in the machines and battery, which could not bo 
repaired on the spot, that I was terribly annoyed. 
All these repairs and important changes being 
accomplished, the experiments will shortly be com
menced. The experience of the past year, combined 
with tho improvements of tho battery, give as the 
result, that to obtain the force of one horse (steam
engine estimation) it will require a battery of 20 
square feet of platina distributed in a convenient 
mann.er, but I hope that from 8 to 10 square feet will 
produce the effect. If heaven preserves my health, 
which is a little affected by continual labours, I hope 
that within a year of this time I shall have equipped 
an electro-magnetic vessel of from 40 to 50 horse
power." 

The author of these experiments, the first made on 
electric propulsion, was Moritz Herman von Jacobi 
(1801-1875), who for many years was a professor at 
St. Petersburg. 

Medical School at Athens 

TnE issue of the London 1l!edical Gazette of October 
12, 1839, contains the following information : "An 
attempt is making at Athens, the present capital of 
the modem Greek Empire, to organize o. medical 
school, by several well-educated and respectable 
Bavarian physicians and surgeons, who aro attached 
to tho Court, and whom King Otho has induced to 
settle in his country, ... They had from nino to twelve 
pupils, natives of the country, who were lectured to by 
a German in the modem Greek language ; the pro· 
fessors, from a residence of several years in the 
country, being able to impart instruction to their 
pupils in their native tongue. Although it is tho merest 
beginning of a medical school, it is nevertheless 
praiseworthy and honourable in its present founders, 
and may be the germ of an institution which shall 
move onward hand in hand with the regeneration of 
poor fallen Greece. . . . Athens possesses at this 
moment a most excellent military hospital, arranged 
upon the modern European plan, capable of con
taining very comfortably several hw1dred patients. 
Also a highly respectable and well-arranged cabinet 
of Natural History." 

Subterranean Forest 

THE Gentleman's .Magazine for October 1839 con
tains the following information : "The capacious 
bonding pond, which is now being excavated at 
South Stockton, has led to tho discovery of an 
extensive subterranean forest. The timber is chiefly 
oak. A yew tree, of considerable size, has been fotmd, 
the wood of which is sound and good and fit for the 
turner's lathe. Many of the oaks are of large dimen
sions, and it is that some of them will be 
suitable for tho purpose of building. Whilst examining 
this forest, Dr. Young of "'Whitby, with some friends 
discovered one of tho oaks to have been cut in two, 
which had evidently been done previous to its being 
covered by the earth. He supposes the forest must 
have been cut down by the Roman soldiers, as they 
were in the habit of laying timber on tho low swampy 
grounds for the purpose of making roads. Be this 
as it may, it is certain the hand of man has been 
exercised on the timber, and it may form a fertile 
subject for the lover of ancient history and the 
geologist to speculate on". 
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