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SCIENCE NEWS A CENTURY AGO 
Travels of Schomburgk and Gould 

IN its column of "\Veekly Gossip" the Athenamm 
of October 5, 1839, referred to the naturalists Robert 
Schomburgk and John Gould. 

Of the former the journal said: "W'e have also 
the pleasure to announce tho .arrival in London, 
after an absence of twelve years from Europe, of 
Mr. Robert Schomburgk, who, during the last four 
years has been engaged exploring in the colony of 
British Guiana lmder the auspices of the Geographical 
Society, in the course of which time he has twice 
ascended tho Essequibo, and ell.-plored that river to 
its sources, about 40 miles north of tho equator ; ho 
has also examined tho Berb!ce and Coventyn rivers. 
... During his last journey, on which he was 
absent about two years in tlw interior, tho traveller 
crossed the frontier to Fort San Joaquim in the 
Brazils, and ascended the Caruman mountains ; 
thence returning to Pirll.ra, he journeyed in a north· 
west direction to Roraima, a remarkable flat-topped 
sandstone mountain, rising 7,000 feet above the sea ; 
and by a westerly course to Esmeralda, on the 
Orinoco, thereby connecting his labours with those 
of Baron Humboldt in tho year 1800, and materially 
changing tho position of tho sources of that river ns 
laid down in all our maps. Thence descending by 
tho natural canal of tho Cassiquiaro to San Carlos, 
he embarked on tho Rio Negro and followed its 
downward -course as far as Moura, from which place 
he ascended the Rio Branco to San J oaquim thus 
completing a circle of upwards of 2,000 miles, a great 
part of which wns through n country hitherto nlmost 
unknown .... " 

l';Ir. (afterwards Sir) Robert Hermann Schomburgk 
was of German birth, btJing born in Prussia, June o, 
1804 .. After his explorations in the West Indies and 
British Guiana, he was appointed Government 
CommiSsioner for surveying and making the boun-
daries of British Guiana establishing the 'Schomburgk 
line'. Afterwards ho was British Consul at San 
Domingo and at Bangkok. He died at Schoneberg, 
near Berlin, on March 11, 1865. 

Of the naturalist John Gould tho Athenreum said: 
"Mr. Gould, another of our enterprising naturalists, 
gone on a scientific pilgrimage to the very antipodes, 
and whose proceedings and success we have from 
time to time been enabled to announce to our readers, 
has, according to accounts just received, left Van 
Dicmens Land for Southern Australia. He had 
already collected about 800 specimens of birds, 70 
of quadrupeds (several of which are new), more than 
100 specimens preserved whole in spirits for dissec-
tion, and the nests and eggs of above 70 species of 
birds, together with skeletons of all the principal 
forms". 

Born at Lyme Regis on September 14, 1804, 
Gould as a boy lived with his uncle at the royal 
gardens at "Windsor. In 1827 he became taxidermist 
to the Zoological Society and during the years 1831-37 
published works on the birds of the Himalayas and 
of Europe, the drawings for which were made by his 
wife, who in 1838 accompanied lwr husband to 
Australia, where she died. Gould returned to England 
in 1840 and afterwards published "The Birds of 
Australia", "The Mammals of Australia", "A Hand-
book of Birds of Australia" and "The Birds of Great 
Britain". He was elected F.R.S. in 1843 and died 
in London on February 3, 1881. 
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