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SCIENCE NEWS A CENTURY AGO 

Propagation of Heat in Liquids 

0!' September 14, 1839, tho Athenrewn said : "Tho 
experiment of Despretz concerning the propaga­
tion of heat in liquids has been attended with tho 
most sa tisfactory results. From these it appears that 
a liquid column being heated at tho upper part, the 
heat is propagated according to tho same laws as 
those belonging to solid bodies ; that tho temperature 
decreases from tho axis to the surface, and from tho 
surface to tho wall of tho side. The depth to which 
solar heat penetrates in a given time may be easily 
calculated by these data in largo lakes and isolated 
seas". The I•'rEnch physicist Cesar :\Iansuete Despretz, 
well-lmown for his studies of heat , was born in 1702 
and died on 15, 1863. 

Scientific Gossip 

ON tho same pago in tho Athcnccwn as the abovo 
noto appeared, was a column of ''Veekly Gossip' in 
which it was said : "Tho prevailing quiet at homo 
has induced us to hunt over tho foreign papers and 
journals, in tho hopo that something might bo 
thence gleaned, but all seem subject to tho sumo 
summer influences. It 1nay bo well, however, to 
remind our scientific friends that . . . the Italian 
savants are to assemble at Pisa in October ; that tho 
French Geologists meet in the same month; and that 
the German Naturalists meet this year at Pyrmont. 
An account appears in tho Nordische Blatter of an 
immense landslip nt Fedcrowka, a village situated on 
tho Volga . . . The motion of tho gretmd continued 
with moro or less violence, for nearly threo days, 
and seventy houses were either wholly or partially 
destroyed. . . . On one side of tho village riso high 
hills, tho upper strata of which aro of limestone, but 
tho lower of various kinds Of clay, while on tho 
opposite side it is washed by tho Volga, which is 
here hemmed into a narrow bed ; and the waters 
thus confined nre supposed to have forced a passago 
between tho stony and alluvial beds. 

Proposed Society for Practical Mechanics and Chemistry 

THE 1lfechanic and Chemist of September 14, 1839, 
published a noto from "Tyro Chemicus" saying : 
"The increasing desire which tho middle classes 
evince for information in every department of science, 
particularly those branches in which mechanics and 
chemistry form a part, shows tho immediate necessity 
of all students in tho above branches of scicnco com­
bining together and forming themselves into a society 
in which practical mechanics and chemistry aro 
exclusively studied, and affording them benefits 
which the Mechanics' Institution and other similar 
institutions luwo denied them ; for although thoy 
may be called mechanics' institutions, etc., yet no 
person will attempt to deny that practical mechanics 
is in most of them totally excluded. . . . " The same 
remark applied to practical chemistry, and tho 
Editor of the and Chemist in recommending 
tho proposal said : "Another important advantage 
derived from a society of this description is the 
reciprocal instruction resulting from the intercourse 
of the numbers.. )!any difficulties may arise to a 
practical man which would sooner and more satis­
factorily be disposed of by n. jury of workmen, than 
by all the erudition of the Royal Society". 

APPOINTMENTS VACANT 
APrtiC.!.TIO:SS arc lnviterl for the following ap{lolntmeiit> on or 

before the dates mentioned : 
AORICut.TUR.!.L CnEmST at the School of A!!riculture, Iloughall 

Durham-The Director of Agriculture, 23 Old Elwt, Durhan\ 
(September 14). 

TE.\CHER OF SU!l.IECTS in the Whitwood llining ancl Tech­
nical Institute-The Secretary to the Edncation Offices, 
Ca; tlcfor<l , Yorks (September 15). 
. REgE,\RCIT ASS!ST.\:ST I:S PllYS!CS-The Regi>trar, Unlver>it Y, 

l.ccds 2 (September 20). • 
PROFESSOR OF CllElllSTR\"-The Registrar, ln<lian Institute of 

Scirnec, Bangalorc, Indi:l (October 31). 
l'ROFESSOR OF BlOCllElllSTR\"-The lndhn lmtitutc of 

Science, Banl(alorc, lndia-(Octobcr 31). 
AssrsT.\:ST for the Department of the Ad\isory Economist-The 

Sccret..uy and Bursar, Sealc·llayne Agricultural College, Xewton 
Ahbot, DcYon. 
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