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and its restoration abroad it can only be by pro. 
rooting a clear understanding of the ends to be 
pursued and of tho kind of society necessary for 
human well-being. Justice and freedom must first 
bo established before peace can be secured. A peaceful 
civilization can only be built on a foundation of free 
men ; men subject to misgovernment are no more 
free men than men subject to a tyranny. "Teare in 
danger of losing our great heritage of freedom by 
surrendering to political expediency, and lack of 
courage and candour have brought us to the edge of 
catastrophe. 

Damage by Rabbits 
THE economic loss to farmers and others through 

damage caused by rabbits reaches a large annual 
sum, and it has long been a grievance that much of 
the damage was done by rabbits bred on adjoining 
property, over which the sufferer had no control. 
Tho "Prevention of Damage by Rabbits Act", passed 
through Parliament in July, helps to right this state 
of affairs. It empowers cotmty councils to serve a 
notice requiring an occupier of land either to destroy 
his rabbits or to fence them in, and the penalty for 
non-compliance with such a notice is £25 together 
with £5 per diem for a continuing offence. Couhty 
councils aro also empowered to provide men and 
equipment for assisting occupiers to keep down their 
rubbits, and cyanide fumigation and similar methods 
of rabbit-control are legalized. Tho Act also imposes 
a heavy penalty (£20 for a first offence) for using or 
permitting tho liSe of spring traps for rabbits else
where than in rabbit holes, that is to say, "under 
the roof" of a rubbit hole. The Bill was promoted 
at the instigation of the Universities Federation for 
Animal 'Velfare, and the Eecretary of the Federation 
is prepared to send "Instructions for Dealing with 
Rabbits" to any person interested who may apply 
to him at Gordon House, 29 Gordon Square, London, 
W.C.I. 

Ancient Greek Measures and Athletic Records 
A REVISED estimate of Greek units of linear 

measurement would appear to emerge from a study 
of the records of feats accomplished in tho long jump 
by athletes of ancient Greece in the great festi,·al 
games. M. Evangclos Kalfarentzos, Inspector-General 
of Physical Education at Athens, in a communication 
presented at the conference in connexion with tl1e 
Lingiad Gymnastic Festival (The Times, July 31) 
arrh·es at tho conclusion that the length of tho 
remarkable jumps attributed to certain famous per
formers must bo computed in terms of a 'foot' which 
was not tmiform in all parts of the Greek world. 
He bases his argument on tho evidence of a com
parison of the reputed size of tho stadium with the 
measurements of tho vurious stadia us shown in the 
results of modern excm·ations. "'hilo it is true that 
tho stadium at Olympia measured 600 'feet', it is 
an error, l\L Kalfurentzos maintains, to hold that all 
stadia -were of this length. Thus the stadium at 
Delpl1i -was 1,000 'feet'. The uctuul length of the 
Delphi stndium was 177·55 metres which, divided 

by 1,000, gives a 'foot' of 17 ·76 centimetres. Phaullus, 
the winner at tho Pythian games, as he is numcd by 
contemporary writers, is universally accredited with 
a 'record' jump of 55 'feet' and he is said to have 
been the first to clear the ditch of soft earth of 30 ft. 
breadth. Calculated on the revised estimate of the 
Delphic foot, this jump measures 9·77 metres, or 
almost exactly 32 feet according to British measure
ment ; while the jump of Chionis, winner at tho 
Olympic games in 664 D.c., is computed at 7 ·05 metres, 
or 23 ft. 1 in., on tho basis of a 'foot' of which a 
nominal 600 went to a stadium length, which has 
been shown to be 192·25 metres. 

Further Discoveries in Mycenean Greece 
ExcAVATORS on l\lycencan sites in Grecco during 

tho past season have indeed been fortunate. No fewer 
than three discoveries of major importance have 
been made--tho inscribed tablets from tho "Palaeo 
of Nestor", the first from a ::IIycenean site, which, 
though later, may throw light on Cretan script, tho 
l\Iycenean Royal tomb at Athens, nnd now a l\Iyconcan 
royul burin!, probably of a queen, which has been 
found by tho Swedish Archmological Expedition 
under Prof. Axel \V. Persson of tho University of 
Uppsala at Dendra in tho Peloponnesa (Illustrated 
London News, August 19). The expedition, which 
hud set out with tho intention of excavating at 
l\Iylassa in south-west Asia l\Iinor, but was prevented 
by tho political situation, attacked as its second 
string, the site of l\Iidea, ncar Nauplia, with which 
the director was already acquainted, and where he 
hud opened a royal tomb in 1926, finding the gold 
'octopus' cup. l\Iidea, uccording to Thucydides, was 
a ,·assai state of the Mycenean rulers. 

TnE expedition first located tho royal palaeo, and 
then opened five tombs, one of which, relatively small, 
contuined a beautiful collection of late .l\Iycencun 
pottery. Three of the tombs were of exceptional size 
und all had much to offer of interest to archmologists. 
Three had been more or less stripped by grave robbers; 
but one of them from an unplundered pit yielded a 
fine collection of bronzes, knives, swords and cup3, 
while in another were the first !mown wooden coffin 
and bronze helmet of l\lycenean date. Tho fourth 
grave, however, in which tho entrance, approached 
by a dromos of considerable dimcasions, had not 
been touched since it was sealed, contained a wealth 
of gold and silver objects of great artistic merit, with 
which no finds in l\Iycencan Greece since the days of 
Schliemann will bear comparison. In the smaller of 
two pits, which contained the badly preserved remains 
of a skeleton, were golden necklaces, a largo gold cup 
weighing 100 gr., a signet ring of gold, and a number 
of gold rosettes, rings und pendants. .l\lore than two 
hundred gold ornaments belonged to five necklaces 
of different types, und there were more than 1,000 
pearls of glass paste, and about one hundred of Baltic 
amber, the first to be known as of l\Iycenean date. 
The second pit contuincd burial gifts, including terra
cotta and silver vases, and the first known l\Iycencan 
spoon. Tho pottery suggests a preliminary dating 
of 1400 D.C. 
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