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MEMORIAL TABLET TO LORD RUTHERFORD
AT McGILL UNIVERSITY

T\HE Historic Sites and Monuments Board of

Canada recently presented to McGill University
a memorial tablet in honour of Lord Rutherford and
the work he did while in Montreal. This tablet is
now placed on the outside

affection with which Rutherford is regarded in this
Laboratory . . . our scientific ideals, our long and
continued output of research, and the irrepressible
urge to better our own limited efforts, are derived in

large measuro—and will

wall of the Macdonald
Physies Laboratory,
McGill University. As
many of the plaques and
tablets prepared by the
Monuments Board com-
memorate historic events
such as battles, it is
gratifying that there
should be national recog-
nition of scientific activi-
ties  which, although
they transcend in im-
portance historical inci-
dents of conflict, are so
often neglected in the
public  recognition of
important persons and
events,

A short unveiling cere-
mony was held in the
Physies Laboratory at
MecGill on October 6, im-
mediately preceding the
Autumn Convocation for
the granting of degrees.
About a hundred persons
attended the ceremony,
including many old pupils
and colleagues of Lord
Rutherford. Sir Edward
Beatty, chancellor of
MeGill University, pre-
sided, and a number of
visitors from other uni-

continue to be derived—
from the undying in-
fluence of Rutherford
within these walls. Tt
was In this very room he
first announced some of
the greatest of his dis-
coveries and revealed his
uncanny instinet for the
next best step. Here are
some of his famous pieces
of apparatus which re-
veal the ingenuity and
simple directness of much
of his early work”.
The Honourable
Justice E. Fabre Sur-
veyer, who is professor of
civil law in McGill Uni-
versity, performed the
unveiling ceremony, act-
ing on behalf of the
Historic Sites and Monu-
ments Board of Canada.
He said : “The Historic
Sites and Monuments
Board of Canada received
with  enthusiasm the
suggestion made to it by
a citizen of Montreal, Mr.
Arthur J. Livinson, to
commemorate by a tablet
the important services
rendered to science by
the late Lord Rutherford.

versities and institutions
were present. For the
unveiling ceremony, the
tablet was placed in the
large lecture theatre of
the laboratory, and sur-
rounded by an exhibition of the apparatus used by
Lord Rutherford during his nine years at McGill
University, when he elucidated the phenomenon of
radioactivity, and laid the foundations of much of
his subsequent work. This apparatus has been
admirably catalogued and described by Dr. F. R.
Terroux (Trunsactions of the Royal Society of Canada,
32, Sec. IIT 9-16; 1938), who acts as custodian of
the collection.

The ceremony was opened by Sir Edward Beatty
with a tribute to Lord Rutherford, and a statement
about the tablet and its formal acceptancoe with the
gratitude of the University for this recognition.
Prof. A. Norman Shaw, director of the Laboratory,
referred to “the depth of feeling and the warm
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The members of the
Board only divided on
two questions: the site
of the tablet and the
date of its inauguration.
Some were of opinion
that the most snitable place was the house Lord
Rutherford lived in while in Montreal, which, by the
way, is for sale, and should, in my opinion, be secured
by a friend of the University and turned into rooms
for students or bachelor professors. Some also
thought it advisable to postpone the inauguration
so as not to affect too seriously our budget for
1039—40. Neither of these suggestions appealed to
me.” Eventually it was decided to place the tablet in
the wall of the laboratory where Rutherford worked.

At the conclusion of the ceremony the guests
remained for an informal inspection of Rutherford’s
apparatus, some of the essential features of which
were explained by Dr. ¥. R. Terroux to the
audience.
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