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SCIENCE NEWS A CENTURY AGO

‘The Birmingham Mechanics® Institution

Ox December 17, 1839, an exhibition was held at
the Mechanics' Institution in Birmingham and a
correspondent wrote to the Atheneum, “It contains
more than one hundred thousand articles arranged
very tastefully in the rooms belonging to the Institu-
tion. Ornithology is the richest department in
Natural History : there is a very perfect collection
of British birds belonging to Dr. Lloyd; and a
beautiful collection of the varieties of humming bird,
prepared by Mr. Heywoeod, a mechanic of Coventry,
who devotes his leisure hours to the cultivation of
Natural History. . . . The departments of Geology,
Mineralogy, and Crystallography are rich, but not
extensive. . . . The models of engines, machinery,
ete., are nob so numerous as they were in the Grammar
School during the visit of the British Association,
but among them are some articles which were not
then displayed, especially some lathes of admirable
construction and great power.”

Fossils from the London Clay

Ox Deeember 18, 1839, Richard Owen read to the
Geological Society a paper “On the Fossil Remains
of a Mammal, a Bird and a Serpent, from the London
Clay”. Until a few months previously the highest
organized animal remains known fo exist in the
London clay were those of reptiles and fishes. In
collections at Ipswich and Woodbridge, however, had
been discovered teeth of a quadrumanous animal, of
Cheiroptera, plantigrade and digitigrade carnivora,
and of a species probably belonging to the marsupial
order. These had been found in the London clay of
Suffolk. To these Mr. Owen had been enabled to
add remains of a new and extinct genus of pachy-
dermatous mammals, of a bird and a serpent. The
first of theso had been discovered in the cliffs of
Studd Hill, near Herne Bay, by Mr. W. Richardson
and consisted of a small mutilated eranium, about
the size of that of a hare, containing the molar teoth
of the upper jaw nearly perfect, and the sockets of
the canine. The remains of birds consisted of a
sternum with other bones, and a sacrum, both found
at Sheppey. The sternwn forms part of the collection
of fossils formed by John Hunter. One of the
specimens of extinct species of serpent was likewise
in the Hunterian collection and consisted of about
thirty vertebra. This also was found at Sheppey.

Light from Plants

AT a meeting of the Botanical Society on Decem-
ber 20, 1839, reported in the Athenmum of Decem-
ber 28, Dr. Willshire communicated all that was then
known with respect to the evolution of light from
plants, a subject which had recently attracted
some attention on the Continent, but which was
first observed in Tropaleium majus. The subject
was divided into two portions, namely, light
evolved from dead and living vegetable struc-
tures, and it appeared that wood rotted in the air
never shines, it being requisite to be buried in the
earth, when the sap is contained within it. It was
observed that this effect takes place only in the
months of July and August, in warm dry weather,
never in damp. Several plants were mentioned as
evolving light during the putrefactive stage, among
others, mushrooms, potatoes, otec.
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APPOINTMENTS VACANT

APPLICATIONS are Invited for the following appointments
before the dates mentioned : kg e

TEACHER OF ENGINEERING SUBJECTS—The Irincipal, Luton
Technical College, Park Square, Luton (December 20).

TEMPORARY DISTRICT OFFICER to the Essex War Agricultural
Executive Committce—Executive Officer, East Anglian Institute of
Agriculture, Chelmsford (December 22).

Two UNIVERSITY GRADUATES (male and female) to teach English
in a Lycée In Ankara—The British Council, 3 Hanover Street, W.1
(envelopes marked ‘Turkey’) (December 27).

CIVIL ENGINEERING ASSISTANTS in connexion with the Haweswater
Scheme—The Secretary, Waterworks Offices, Town Hall, Manchester 2
(December 28).

CHIEF EDUCATION OFFICER to the County Borough of Doncaster—
The Town Clerk, 1 Priory Plaee, Doncaster {December 310,

SUB-LIBRARIAN at the University of Cape Town—The Secretary,

_Oftee of the High Commissioner for the Union of South Africa, Trafal-
gar Square, W.C.2 (December 31).

SCHOOLMASTER OFFICERS in the Royal Navy—Tle Director,
Education Department, Admiralty, S.W.1 (January 2).

TEMPORARY MASTERS to teach Mathematics, Physics and Applied
Physles—The Headmaster, Qundle School, Qundle.

" RESIDENT ENGINEER o the Witham and Stceping Rivers Catchment
Board—The Engincer to the Board, 50 Wide Bargate, Boston, Lincs.

LECTURER IN MECHANICAL ENGINEERING in the Witwatersrand
Technleal College, Johannesburg—Messrs. Frank Ross and Co,,
9 Fenchurch Avenue, E.C.3.

USNESTABLISHED EXAMINERS in the W/T, Instrument, and General
Enginecring Branches of the Aeronautical Enspectlon Dircctorate of
the Alr Ministry—Inspecter In Charge, A.LI). Tralning Scheel,
Brandon Street, Bristol 1.
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