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News and Views 
Prof. W. E. Le Gros Clark, F.R.S. 

PROF. WILFRED E. LEGRos CLARK, whose appoint
ment to the chair of anatomy at University College, 
London, vacant since the sudden death of Prof. H. H. 
Woollard in January last, will take effect as from 
October 1 next, has been professor of anatomy in the 
University of Oxford since 1934. Born on June 5, 
1895, he was educated at Blundell's School, Tiverton, 
and passed through the Medical School of St. 
Thomas's Hospital, London, where he was a pupil 
in anatomy of Prof. F. C. Parsons, well known as 
an anthropologist, and an authority on the physical 
characters of the peoples of Britain. During the 
Great War, Prof. Clark served in the R.A.M.C. with 
the rank of captain, and after demobilization was 
for two years principal medical officer of Sarawak, 
Borneo. He returned to England in 1922 and in 
1924 became reader in anatomy in the University of 
London. Three years later, in 1927, he was appointed 
to the chair of anatomy at St. Bartholomew's Hospital, 
London, transferring to the chair of anatomy at St. 
Thomas's Hospital in 1930 on the retirement of Prof. 
Parsons. Apart from his contributions to anatomical 
and medical journals, Prof. Le Gros Clark is the 
author of a number of authoritative studies on 
anthropological topics, including more particularly 
the physical characters of the Eskimo and the com
parative morphology of early man and the anthro
poids, his most considerable contribution to discussion 
of the latter being his "Early Forerunners of Man", 
which appeared in 1934. 

Dutch Congress of Natural Science and Medicine 
IN NATURE of May 27, p. 908, reference was made 

to the Dutch Congress of Natural Science and Medicine 
held at Nijmegen on April ll-13. A correspondent 
has sent the following notes on some of the medical 
papers. On the first day of this Congress the main 
medical paper was read before a very large audience 
by Prof. B . Brouwer, of Amsterdam. Prof. Brouwer 
spoke on the hydrodynamic intra-cranial and intra
vertebral conditions in connexion with the develop
ment of modern neuro-surgical diagnostic and oper
ative technique. He showed very clearly the great 
importance which is attached to very simple physical 
examinations of the cerebral fluid and the ventricular 
system for the localization of intra-cranial and intra
vertebral space-occupying lesions. Prof. Brouwer 
stressed the point that ventricular estimation and 
ventriculography-when in safe hands-are of 
the greatest value for the early diagnosis of many 
intra-cranial space-occupying lesions. Dr. A. Bie
mond, of Amsterdam, spoke on the diagnosis of mid
line brain-tumours. Going over a list of the ante
and post-mortem findings of twenty mid-brain 
tumour cases, Dr. Biemond tried to divide this 
material into three groups, according to their clinical 
picture and their operability. The prognosis, how-

ever, of mid-brain tumours, even in the light of 
modern neuro-surgery, is not very hopeful, according 
to Dr. Biemond's experience. Very much in contrast 
with this paper was the contribution of Dr. F. 
Verbeek, of Groningen. Dr. Verbeek described the 
tremendous advances which have been made during 
the last twenty years in the neuro-surgical field. A 
review of his neuro-surgical patients gave much more 
hope that even the mid-brain tumours will be 
accessible for operative treatment. Dr. A. Brouwer 
(Eindhoven) spoke on the technique of X-ray photo
graphy. Dr. C. E. Burger (Eindhoven) dealt with 
X-ray photography as a method for mass examina
tion in the attack on tubercular infection. Dr. 
J. H. van der Tuuk (Eindhoven) spoke on deep X-ray 
treatment and its measurement, with reference to 
apparatus operating up to one million volts. 

Teachers in Technical Institutions 

IN his presidential address at the annual con
ference of the Association of Teachers in Technical 
Institutions on May 29, Dr. E. A. Seeley commended 
the Spens Report as establishing the parity in status 
and value of the education given in junior technical 
schools with that given in 'grammar' and other post
primary schools, but blamed it for disparaging the 
cultural potentialities of junior commercial and house
hold science schools. These should be given the 
opportunity of showing that they are capable of 
developing "on a broad scientific and realistic basis" 
an education equal in cultural as well as vocational 
value to that of the schools associated with engineer
ing and building. Referring to the report presented 
w the Board of Education six months ago, without 
apparent result, on scholarships for students in 
technical colleges, Dr. Seeley urged that the nation 
cannot afford to let willing and competent students 
be kept from attendance at these colleges by lack of 
means, while allowing the places that should be 
occupied by them to be filled by anyone whose 
parents happen to be able to pay his fees. As regards 
relations with other associations of teachers, the hopes 
entertained last year of a workable scheme of federa
tion are for the time being in abeyance. The address 
closes on the note "education for service"-the sense 
of responsibility of. teachers to the community and 
the necessity of realizing the social implications of 
their work : they must train in citizenship as well 
as in technology. 

Indian Education, Past and Present 

THREE lectures on "Some Aspects of Indian 
Education, Past and Present" by Sir Philip Hartog, 
somr-time vice-chancellor of the University of Dacca 
and president of the Auxiliary Committee of the 
Indian Statutory Commission on the Growth of 
Education of 1928-29, have recently been published 
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in the "Studies and Reports" series of the University 
of London Institute of Education (London : Oxford 
University Press. Pp. 110. 3s. 6d.). The lectures, 
originally delivered in 1935, have been revised and 
brought up to date and supplemented with memoranda 
designed to remove, if possible, the imaginary bases 
for the accusation made by Mr. Gandhi and others 
that the British Government systematically destroyed 
an indigenous system of elementary schools and with 
it a literacy which the schools are presumed to have 
created. Among the many factors which have 
militated against the success of Indian educational 
policies, Sir Philip stresses the extreme lengths to 
which the policy of devolution was carried with a 
blind faith that local bodies would learn by making 
mistakes, the amenability of the Government to 
pressure exercised by the vocal middle classes in 
favour of diverting to secondary and higher education 
funds which ought to have gone to primary education, 
the extent to which universities have been financially 
dependent on examination fees and the overcrowding 
of universities with students who ought never to have 
been admitted. It has been said that the nineteenth 
century Liberal thought he knew the final truths 
about education and failed to recognize that it must 
serve the community as well as the individual. Sir 
Philip mentions several hopeful indications, including 
the work of the social service leagues which he helped 
to establish at Dacca, of the springing up in Indian 
educational circles of a new spirit of service to the 
community. 

The Carnegie Corporation of New York 

THE report of the president of the Carnegie Cor· 
poration of New York, Frederick P. Keppel, for the 
year ended September 30 records the distribution of 
grants amounting to nearly four million dollars 
(including nearly half a million from the Corporation's 
British Dominions and Colonies Fund) in the follow
ing proportions : endowment and support of uni· 
varsities, colleges and schools 22, the arts 17, library 
interests 15, research studies and publications 14, 
adult education 5, miscellaneous 27 per cent. It is 
a document of outstanding interest to trustees and 
administrators of funds for educational, scientific and 
cultural purposes and to prospective benefactors and 
beneficiaries. Highly important questions of principle 
and policy are lucidly and briefly discussed under 
the headings "The Public and Foundations", "Funds 
for Philanthropy" and " Board Procedure". It 
appears that whilst the volume of large gifts and 
bequests, derived as they are from fortunes made 
under conditions which are unlikely to recur, tends 
to diminish, the funds of the various community 
trusts made up of relatively small individual con
tributions have grown steadily in the past ten years 
from sixteen to fifty million dollars, and the president 
believes that "current contributions from public 
funds, from industry and commerce, plus the cumula
tive contributions of private endowments, are together 
taking over a steadily increasing share of the total 
load" of the finance of educational, scientific and 
cultural enterprises. 

Training for Citizenship 
A REVIEW of the Corporation's experience in the 

field of general education leads to some interesting 
reflections on the present status and influence of 
the Graduate School (that "sacred cow in American 
education, to be worshipped rather than studied, 
understood, and improved") and the extent to which 
students destined for the professions are truly 
educated in the sense of being prepared for life. 
Their education must, it is contended, "give far more 
consideration than it does at present to the place 
of the professionally trained men and women in a 
modern community, the place that such men and 
women might take as a united group, not divided 
and weakened in their influence as at present by an 
over-emphasis on the spirit and traditions of the 
separate professional guilds". While education cannot 
alone create an aristocracy of trained intelligence, it 
can have regard to such an ideal and foster attitudes 
that would lead professional men and women to work 
together rather than separately in contributing to 
the solution of our political and social problems. 

Lines of Magnetic Force 
PRoF. C. CoLERIDGE F ARR, of Canterbury College, 

Christchurch, New Zealand, has sent a communication 
in which he advocates the preparation of accurate 
charts showing the lines of magnetic force running 
from the south magnetic pole to the north magnetic 
pole. Prof. Farr points out that the secular change 
in declination at any observing station is the parallactic 
angle subtended by the movement of either pole as 
viewed along a line of magnetic force, and he con
siders that the comparison of charts, showing the 
lines of force at different epochs, would lead to a 
better understanding of the nature of secular varia
tion. The lines of force could be sketched in on 
existing declination charts, but there would be 
obvious difficulties in drawing the lines all the way 
from pole to pole. In forwarding Prof. Farr's letter, 
H . F- Skey, director of the Magnetic Observatory, 
Christchurch, N.Z., directs attention to the smoothed 
charts of such lines given by A. G. McNish in Terres
trial Magnetism, 41,37 (1936). The question is whether 
unsmoothed charts on a large scale would be sufficiently 
reliable and sufficiently useful to justify the cost of 
publication. 

National Museum of Wales 
AT a Court of Governors of the National Museum 

of Wales held at Aberystwyth on May 23, Lord 
Harlech from the chair reported on the result of his 
recent visit to the United States of America, when 
he was accompanied by Sir Cyril Fox, the director, 
to appeal to Welshmen in the States on behalf of 
the National Museum. The sum of £10,000 has 
already been received in response to the appeal. 
Lord Harlech stated that the attitude of Welsh 
Americans towards the Museum was such that the 
response would have been much greater had it not 
been for the international tension in Europe at 
the present time. The variety and range of the 
recent accessions to the collections of the Museum, 
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