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News and Views 

Sale of Food and Drugs 

THE annual report of the Ministry of Health for 
1937-1938 contains some very interesting information 
relating to the results of the examination of samples 
of food and drugs by public analysts in England and 
Wales. In all, 151,370 samples of food and drugs 
were examined, and of these the surprisingly high 
number of 8,401 or 5 per cent were reported against. 
The distribution of the adulteration among the 
connties and towns is amusing, but the differences 
in sampling probably makes the comparison of the 
different areas inconclusive. Oxfordshire and West 
Suffolk lead the English connties with 24·2 and 
25·8 per cent of adulterated samples respectively, 
and the city of Oxford does little to redeem this 
with 12·5 per cent, which is high among the boroughs. 
These figures may well be compared with 8·4 per 
cent in Cambridgeshire and 5 ·1 per cent in Cambridge 
itself. The metropolitan boroughs show a quite low 
rate of adulteration, the worst being Shoreditch, with 
11·1 per cent. 

OF the common foodstuffs, 7 per cent of the 
samples of milk were nnsatisfactory, one even 
containing formaldehyde, an adulterant also fonnd 
in two samples of cream. Some remarkable cheeses 
have been exposed for sale ; one, a cooking cheese, 
consisted practically of crude casein and water, and 
others sold under fancy names were found to be made 
of fat not derived from milk at all ! The nnsatis
factory jams and marmalades showed among other 
things the presence of pieces of glass, and other 
samples were deficient in fruit or soluble solids. 
Many samples of canned fish were contaminated 
with lead or tin, and the latter metal was also found 
in tinned fruits, vegetables and soups. A number 
of samples of beer were found also to contain lead, 
but the most remarkable beverage was a 'non
alcoholic' raisin wine, which yielded 17 per cent of 
alcohol. The chief errors found in the drugs examined 
were of the nature of deficiencies, namely, tinctures 
of iodine without sufficient iodine or potassium iodide, 
and mercurial ointments without, in one instance, 
any mercury. 

Exhibition of Archreological Finds from Afghanistan 

AN exhibition of antiquities of both archreological 
and artistic interest from the Swat Valley and 
Afghanistan in the Indian Section of the Victoria and 
Albert Museum, South Kensington, opened on April 
25. These antiquities are the material results of an 
archreological expedition to the Swat Valley and 
Trans-Oxiana in 1938, which was supported by the 
Museum and the Royal Geographical Society, and 
was led by Mr. Evert Barger. An account of the 
expedition was given by Mr. Barger before the Royal 
Society of Arts on November 30 (see NATURE, 142, 
1029, 1046; 1938). The object of the expedition, 

as was then stated, was to study the development 
of the Grreco-Buddhist art which flourished in these 
regions from the first century B.c. until the fifth 
century of our era. The importance of this investiga
tion lies in the fact that it followed up the route by 
which Indian cultural influence penetrated to central 
Asia and eventually to China ; but although the 
Swat Valley had been visited by Sir Aurel Stein in 
1926 no excavations had been carried out previously. 
The finds now exhibited reveal a remarkable local 
hybrid culture, caused by the m eeting of Grreco
Roman and Indian influences. Especially notable 
are a large number of very fine carvings in grey 
schist, illustrating scenes in the life of Buddha. 
An outstanding specimen is a seated Buddha, of 
which the drapery and head-dress are markedly 
Greek. This came from Amaluk, a ruined monastery 
in the hills, 4,000 ft. above the valley. Another 
carving shows Buddha being asked to preach the 
law. Several small plaster heads of Buddhas and 
Boddhisattvas, and specimens of ironwork, including 
door-hinges and a monastery bell, come from Swat. 
In the region across the Oxus, the ancient Bactria, 
no excavations were made ; but coins, seals and 
fragments of pottery, fonnd on the sites of ancient 
cities, are shown. Little is known of the ceramics 
of this area. Three Hellenistic column bases of stone, 
seen and photographed at Kunduz, are the first Greek 
structural remains to be found in Afghanistan and 
constitute the expedition's most important discovery. 

Cultural Contacts with India 

IT may be recalled that at the meeting of the 
Royal Society of Arts at which Mr. Barger described 
the results of his archreological investigations of the 
evidences the spread of Indian cultural influence to 
the Oxus and beyond, when Lord Zetland, Secretary 
of State for India, was in the chair, attention was 
directed in the discussion which followed to the 
importance of the study in Britain of the culture and 
archreology of India as an influence making for closer 
contact between Great Britain and India. Lord 
Zetland, when presiding at the twenty-ninth annual 
meeting of the India Society at Burlington House 
on April 24, took advantage of the occasion again 
to emphasize the importance of such cultural contacts. 
Pointing out that politics was not the only link 
between Great Britain and India, he referred to the 
invitation which he himself had tendered to Sir 
Leonard Woolley, when Lord Linlithgow, as Viceroy, 
had intimated that he would welcome the visit to 
India of an archreologist of world-wide distinction. 
This intimation was evidence of the interest taken 
by the Viceroy in the archreological problems of India. 
In the result Sir Leonard Woolley had produced a 
report of the highest interest, which contained 
suggestions for the future work of the Archreological 
Department. Lord Zetland went on to say that 
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