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News and Views 
International Relations 

IN a speech on April 14 to the board of the Pan
American Union, President Roosevelt emphasized the 
fact that the people of the Americas can no longer con
sider the Atlantic as a barrier shutting them off from 
affairs in Europe. The rapidity and efficiency of 
modern communications make the world, East and 
West, a vast unity, no part of which can be dis
organized without dire results for the whole. Mr. 
Roosevelt followed up this address with a message, 
which will surely go down in history as one of the 
most remarkable and far-reaching documents of our 
time, addressed to the heads of the German and 
Italian Governments. After referring to recent 
events in Europe, Africa and the Far East, and to 
the anxiety and tension plainly evident throughout 
the world, Mr. Roosevelt continued, "Nothing has 
persuaded the peoples of the earth that any governing 
Power has any right or need to inflict the consequences 
of war on its own or any other people save in the 
cause of self-evident home defence. . . . It is still 
clear to me that international problems can be solved 
at the council table. It is therefore no answer to the 
plea for peaceful discussion for one side to plead 
that unless they receive assurances beforehand that 
the verdict will be theirs, they will not lay aside their 
arms". 

As a necessary preliminary to such discussions, 
Mr. Roosevelt asks for an assurance that no attack 
by the armed forces of Germany or Italy shall be 
made on any of thirty-one independent States, large 
and small, in Europe, northern Africa and the Near 
East for a period of ten or, better, twenty-five years. 
Such assurances, if given, would be transmitted to 
the Governments concerned, which in turn would be 
asked to give similar assurances to Germany and 
Italy. In the more peaceful atmosphere thus created, 
discussions should be immediately begun, in which 
the United States would take part, to enable the 
peoples of the world to "obtain progressive relief 
from the crushing burden of armament", and to 
open up international trade so that "every nation of 
the world may be enabled to buy and sell on equal 
terms in the world's market as well as to possess 
assurances of obtaining the materials and products 
of peaceful economic life". World problems are 
complex, and "study and discussion of these must 
be held in an atmosphere of peace. Such an atmo
sphere of peace cannot exist if negotiations are over
shadowed by the threat of force or by the fear of 
war." Mr. Roosevelt's eloquent appeal for calm and 
dispassionate study of the intricate affairs of this 
troubled world needs no commendation from us ; it 
is an appeal for the use of scientific method in the 
approach to the problems of international relations 
which all men of science would wish to see imple
mented now and for all time. 

Dr. Haakon Shetelig 

THE award of the much prized gold medal of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London' to Dr. Haakon 
Shetelig, keeper of the Bergen Museum and honorary 
fellow of the Society, is a fitting recognition of the 
work of Norway's most distinguished archooologist, 
whose researches on the Viking Age have contributed 
much to the understanding of an important phase in 
the racial and cultural history of Britain before the 
Norman conquest. Dr. Shetelig was born in 1877, 
became keeper of the Bergen Museum in 1901, and 
in 1914 was appointed professor of archooology. He 
was already well known to his English colleagues 
when his studies of the famous Viking ship of Oseberg 
were published. So long ago as 1906 he attended 
the York meeting of the British Association as a 
"distinguished foreign guest" ; and he now has in 
the press a corpus, fully illustrate,d, of British Viking 
antiquities. Although Dr. Shetelig is best known for 
his work on the Viking period, it has by no means 
monopolized his studies. His work on Norway's 
prehistoric past is no less remarkable for its compre
hensive breadth of view than for its lucidity of 
exposition. The presentation of the gold medal to 
Dr. Shetelig will be made at the anniversary meeting 
of the Society of Antiquaries to be held at Burlington 
House on April 27. 

Cave Culture of Pal<£olithic Age 

A COLLECTION of objects of the smaller kind, 
mostly belonging to the class known to the French 
archreologist as art mobilier, which illustrates the 
culture of the cave-dwellers of the Upper Palooolithic 
Age, has been put on view for a short period in the 
prehistoric saloon of the British Museum (Blooms
bury). These objects, which are drawn from the 
collections in the Museum, are derived from the caves 
of the departments of the Dordogne and Tarn-et
Garonne of southern France. The phases of culture 
they specially illustrate are the Aurignacian and the 
Magdalenian. Among the specimens shown are the 
well-known design of two reindeer following one 
another on mammoth ivory, and a number of those 
heads of horses which are excellent examples of the 
skill of the palooolithic artist in seizing the salient 
features of animal life. This characteristic is especially 
to be noted in the eight specimens shown of the finely 
engraved animal figures on pebbles. The familiar 
but much prized and rare female statuettes in ivory 
of Aurignacian age, falling into the two classes of 
gross and slender, are not represented in the original, 
but by casts. An exhibit previously unrecorded 
is a tally rod of bone of the Aurignacian period. 
Examples are shown of the various types of harpoons, 
many of which are of extreme delicacy, and of the 
bone perforated needles, these being accompanied by 
the flint implements with which they were made. 
Among the exhibits of characteristic, or outstanding 
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examples of flint implements from the caves, is a 
remarkable example of delicate workmanship in the 
form of a leaf-shaped Solutrean point, measuring 
about nine inches long. 

Excavations on Pre-Roman Sites in Britain 
DURING the past five years, land development at 

Ewell in Surrey has brought to light extensive 
evidence not only of Roman occupation, but also of 
a succession of pre-Roman settlements of considerable 
importance, some indeed dating so far back as the 
Mesolithic Age. A further find recently reported (The 
Times, April 14) lies west of the Epsom road, some 
two hundred yards west of the recently proved line 
of the Roman Stane Street. The discovery is due to 
Mr. A. W. G. Lowther. It includes relics of the 
Mesolithic Age, the Early Iron Age, dating at about 
500 B.c. and of the Claudian and Hadrianic periods. 
The site is near that at Thayles Hill, on which Roman 
and Saxon remains were found a few years ago. The 
attraction to settlers here, it has been pointed out, 
was the dry belt of Thanet sand, which runs through 
Ewell, and the plentiful supply of water available 
from the famous springs. Mr. Lowther has dug out 
at about two feet depth a Roman road, in part 
well preserved, of the standard width of twenty-one 
feet. It is constructed of chalk blocks overlying the 
sand, and a surface layer of flints, in which was 
Hadrianic and later pottery. A much-worn coin of 
Domitian was found in an underlying well. Below the 
road were first century Roman pottery and a domestic 
oven, two pre-Roman ditches, pre-Roman iron slag and 
part of an iron ingot and much pottery dating back to 
500 B.c., as well as a big light brown pottery water
container of the late Early Iron Age. Some twenty 
yards to the west of the road were the remains of a 
Romano-British hut, with Roman debris. A detailed 
account of the find is to be communicated to the 
Society of Antiquaries of London by Mr. Lowther in 
due course. 

A SITE from which it may be anticipated that pre
Roman material of no little interest will be obtained 
is that at Silchester, on which stands, or rather stood, 
the Roman city of Calleva Atrebatum. Systematic 
excavations are to be carried out there under the 
direction of the Office of Works and the Archreo
logical Institute. The Roman city was under excava
tion for a number of seasons around the beginning 
of this century by a Committee of the Society of 
Antiquaries of London under the direction of Mr. 
(afterwards Sir) W. H. St. John Hope, the assistant 
secretary of the Society. Much important material 
was then obtained from the site, which is now in the 
Reading Museum, and valuable detailed reports of 
the results of the excavation were issued. Attention 
was directed, however, exclusively to the remains of 
Roman date ; but it is obvious that a position of 
geographical importance to attract the Romans 
must have invited prior settlement. In fact, it is 
believed that this is the site of a large early British 
settlement known as Caer Segont, and that this was 
surrounded by the mound and ditch, similar to that 

at Avebury, which encloses a much larger area than 
the Roman walls, presumably erected at a later date. 
Trial excavations in the area between the mound and 
the walls were carried out last year by Dr. Mollie 
Cotton and a party of volunteers ; but operations 
are to be resumed on a more extensive scale this year, 
the excavators being drawn from R eading and other 
universities . 

The Science Museum: New Optical Instruments 
THE Science Museum has recently received from 

Mr. Thomas H. Court a gift of a large number of early 
optical, mathematical and astronomical instruments, 
some of which are now displayed in a single group in 
the Optics Gallery. Mr. Court, who celebrated his 
seventieth birthday last year, has spent most of his 
life collecting early scientific instruments, and he is 
a foremost authority on the subject. For the last 
thirty years he has been presenting his best acquisi
tions to the nation, so that his gifts to the Science 
Museum now total more than nine hundred. The 
seventy objects which comprise Mr. Court's most 
recent benefaction include an Italian recipiangle of 
about 1600. This is an instrument used for measuring 
angles in surveying, and it is also marked with lines 
and scales which can be used for making calculations. 
There is an optometer invented by Thomas Young 
for testing eyesight and prescribing spectacles, there 
are early telescopes with vellum tubes, silver drawing 
instruments, a diagonal glass by means of which the 
visitor to the theatre or opera could observe his 
fellow spectators while appearing to be looking 
through his glass at the stage, and there are several 
fine astronomical reflecting telescopes by such noted 
eighteenth century opticians as James Short, John 
Bird and C. S. Passemant. Among the microscopes 
presented are several rare instruments of the seven
teenth, eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries, 
notably a beautiful compound microscope of the 
Divini-Campani form with silver mounts, a number 
of very fine Culpeper-type microscopes and some of 
the earliest achromatic microscopes by English and 
Continental makers. 

Gas Fuel for the Internal Combustion Engine 
THE internal combustion engine began with gas 

as fuel, but the use of concentrated liquid fuel has 
determined its vast development in all fields of trans
port. Circumstances, too familiar to mention, have 
in recent years caused a renewed attention to the 
possibilities of reverting, in part at least, to the use 
of gaseous fuel from coal and even coal itself. In 
Continental countries this has been encouraged by 
fiscal and other forms of State aid. On March 27-28, 
the Institution of Mechanical Engineers held a con
ference at Swansea, when the position of the subject 
was reviewed. It was reported that in 1938 a producer
fed passenger bus had maintained for one year a 
regular service from Inverness covering 32,000 miles. 
Its fuel cost was £90-as against £253 for petrol and 
£136 for oil. There was a charge for cleaning and 
attention of £30. In all producer-fed vehicles one 
must reckon on a 30 per cent loss of power owing 
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