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International Relations 

IN a speech on April 14 to the board of the Pan
American Union, President Roosevelt emphasized the 
fact that the people of the Americas can no longer con
sider the Atlantic as a barrier shutting them off from 
affairs in Europe. The rapidity and efficiency of 
modern communications make the world, East and 
West, a vast unity, no part of which can be dis
organized without dire results for the whole. Mr. 
Roosevelt followed up this address with a message, 
which will surely go down in history as one of the 
most remarkable and far-reaching documents of our 
time, addressed to the heads of the German and 
Italian Governments. After referring to recent 
events in Europe, Africa and the Far East, and to 
the anxiety and tension plainly evident throughout 
the world, Mr. Roosevelt continued, "Nothing has 
persuaded the peoples of the earth that any governing 
Power has any right or need to inflict the consequences 
of war on its own or any other people save in the 
cause of self-evident home defence. . . . It is still 
clear to me that international problems can be solved 
at the council table. It is therefore no answer to the 
plea for peaceful discussion for one side to plead 
that unless they receive assurances beforehand that 
the verdict will be theirs, they will not lay aside their 
arms". 

As a necessary preliminary to such discussions, 
Mr. Roosevelt asks for an assurance that no attack 
by the armed forces of Germany or Italy shall be 
made on any of thirty-one independent States, large 
and small, in Europe, northern Africa and the Near 
East for a period of ten or, better, twenty-five years. 
Such assurances, if given, would be transmitted to 
the Governments concerned, which in turn would be 
asked to give similar assurances to Germany and 
Italy. In the more peaceful atmosphere thus created, 
discussions should be immediately begun, in which 
the United States would take part, to enable the 
peoples of the world to "obtain progressive relief 
from the crushing burden of armament", and to 
open up international trade so that "every nation of 
the world may be enabled to buy and sell on equal 
terms in the world's market as well as to possess 
assurances of obtaining the materials and products 
of peaceful economic life". World problems are 
complex, and "study and discussion of these must 
be held in an atmosphere of peace. Such an atmo
sphere of peace cannot exist if negotiations are over
shadowed by the threat of force or by the fear of 
war." Mr. Roosevelt's eloquent appeal for calm and 
dispassionate study of the intricate affairs of this 
troubled world needs no commendation from us ; it 
is an appeal for the use of scientific method in the 
approach to the problems of international relations 
which all men of science would wish to see imple
mented now and for all time. 

Dr. Haakon Shetelig 

THE award of the much prized gold medal of the 
Society of Antiquaries of London' to Dr. Haakon 
Shetelig, keeper of the Bergen Museum and honorary 
fellow of the Society, is a fitting recognition of the 
work of Norway's most distinguished archooologist, 
whose researches on the Viking Age have contributed 
much to the understanding of an important phase in 
the racial and cultural history of Britain before the 
Norman conquest. Dr. Shetelig was born in 1877, 
became keeper of the Bergen Museum in 1901, and 
in 1914 was appointed professor of archooology. He 
was already well known to his English colleagues 
when his studies of the famous Viking ship of Oseberg 
were published. So long ago as 1906 he attended 
the York meeting of the British Association as a 
"distinguished foreign guest" ; and he now has in 
the press a corpus, fully illustrate,d, of British Viking 
antiquities. Although Dr. Shetelig is best known for 
his work on the Viking period, it has by no means 
monopolized his studies. His work on Norway's 
prehistoric past is no less remarkable for its compre
hensive breadth of view than for its lucidity of 
exposition. The presentation of the gold medal to 
Dr. Shetelig will be made at the anniversary meeting 
of the Society of Antiquaries to be held at Burlington 
House on April 27. 

Cave Culture of Pal<£olithic Age 

A COLLECTION of objects of the smaller kind, 
mostly belonging to the class known to the French 
archreologist as art mobilier, which illustrates the 
culture of the cave-dwellers of the Upper Palooolithic 
Age, has been put on view for a short period in the 
prehistoric saloon of the British Museum (Blooms
bury). These objects, which are drawn from the 
collections in the Museum, are derived from the caves 
of the departments of the Dordogne and Tarn-et
Garonne of southern France. The phases of culture 
they specially illustrate are the Aurignacian and the 
Magdalenian. Among the specimens shown are the 
well-known design of two reindeer following one 
another on mammoth ivory, and a number of those 
heads of horses which are excellent examples of the 
skill of the palooolithic artist in seizing the salient 
features of animal life. This characteristic is especially 
to be noted in the eight specimens shown of the finely 
engraved animal figures on pebbles. The familiar 
but much prized and rare female statuettes in ivory 
of Aurignacian age, falling into the two classes of 
gross and slender, are not represented in the original, 
but by casts. An exhibit previously unrecorded 
is a tally rod of bone of the Aurignacian period. 
Examples are shown of the various types of harpoons, 
many of which are of extreme delicacy, and of the 
bone perforated needles, these being accompanied by 
the flint implements with which they were made. 
Among the exhibits of characteristic, or outstanding 
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