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now possesses, within the framework of its con
stitution, to advance science, provided only that 
increased financial support is forthcoming. "These 
wide potentialities", the appeal states, "have all 
emerged in recent years ; but there must always 
be borne in mind the field of scientific research 
and inquiry in which the Association has honour
ably laboured almost since its foundation. The 
ability to make grants for research is of the 

Obituary 
Prof. C. M. Jessop 

CHARLES MINSHALL JESSOP, who died on 
March 9, was born on June 13, 1861. His father 

was vice-principal of Cheshunt Theological College, 
and it may be to this that he owed his strong religious 
views. Jessop was educated at King's College School, 
London, and Clare College, Cambridge. He was brack
eted seventh wrangler in the mathematical tripos of 
1885 along with James Harkness and Henry Stroud. 
Harkness was afterwards the joint author of Harkness 
and Morley's "Theory of Functions", and Stroud 
became, later, as professor of physics, Jessop's 
colleague in the Newcastle Division of the University 
of Durham. In the same year (1885) Jessop was 
elected a fellow of Clare. 

After holding various teaching posts in schools, 
Jessop was in 1893 appointed lecturer in mathematics 
at the Durham College of Science, Newcastle-upon
Tyne, now King's College ; in 1903 he was advanced 
to be professor of mathematics in the same College, 
a post which he held until his retirement in 1928. 

Jessop's main mathematical interest was in 
geometry, and he frequently deplored the diversion 
of interest in Great Britain from geometry to other 
branches of mathematics. His contribution to the 
subject was his two books. The first, published in 
1903, was a "Treatise on the Line Complex". Apart 
from J. H. Grace's account of the subject in the tenth 
edition of the "Encyclopredia Britannica", this was 
the first full treatment in English. It gave a com
plete discussion of the development of the subject 
at that time. 

The second book was on "Quartic Surfaces with 
Singular Points", which appeared in 1912. This was 
welcomed as a valuable introduction to some of the 
latest results obtained by geometricians and at once 
took its place among the standard English treatises. 

Jessop also published several smaller books, of 
which the most popular was the "Elementary 
Treatise on Trigonometry" which appeared in 1893, 
a joint work with E. W. Hobson. 

Jessop had a fine appreciation of good mathematical 
style. He valued the subject for its own sake and 
was somewhat contemptuous of mathematics as a 
handmaid to the sciences. He was an inspiring 
teacher, especially to advanced students, and many 
hundreds owe their interest in mathematics to his 
able presentation. 

essence of its being, and to maintain and strengthen 
this activity is one of the first tasks of every 
successive General Treasurer." 

The appeal deserves success, and it is to be 
hoped that it will achieve it. Its professed object, 
as has been said, is the extension of membership ; 
but well-disposed persons will not overlook the 
possibility of strengthening the financial founda
tions of the Association by other means. 

Notices 
Dr. Alexander Hetherwick, C.B.E. 

WE regret to record the death of the Rev. Alexander 
Hetherwick, for many years prominent as a mis
sionary in Central Africa, which took place in Aberdeen 
on April 3 in his seventy-ninth year. 

Alexander Hetherwick was born on April 12, 1860, 
and graduated from the University of Aberdeen with 
high honours in classics, mathematics, and theology, 
winning the Arnot Prize for ..;xperimental physics, 
and being Simpson mathematical prizeman. 

At twenty-three years of age, Hetherwick volun
teered for work with the mission of the Church of 
Scotland in Central Africa under Dr. Clement Scott 
at Blantyre. Five years later, in 1888, he succeeded 
Scott as head of the mission, a position he retained 
until his retirement in 1928. On his arrival in Central 
Africa the country, which afterwards became Nyasa
land, was inhabited by pagan tribes dominated by 
the warlike Angoni, an intrusive immigrant offshoot 
of the Zulu stock ; but his influence soon made 
itself felt. On his retirement he was Moderator of 
the Synod of Central Africa, in which the Presby
teries of Blantyre and Livingstonia, with those of 
the Dutch Mission, comprised some 40,000 members 
drawn from these pagan tribes. 

It was not, however, for its Christianizing influence 
in the narrower sense that Hetherwick's work 
was remarkable. Under his guidance the Scottish 
Mission was conspicuous for its endeavour in in
structing the native in handiwork and agriculture, 
and for its work among them in medicine and 
hygiene. Dr. Hetherwick himself was the foremost 
authority on the languages of the country. He 
translated the New Testament into the language of 
the Yao and was chairman of the board for the 
translation of the Bible into Nyanja. He wrote 
handbooks of the principal languages, and on his 
return to Scotland took up the revision of Scott's 
great dictionary of Nyanja. His knowledge of native 
customs and institutions was no less profound than 
his knowledge of their languages ; and he was in 
those early days one of the principal sources of 
knowledge of the subject, on which he was a con
tributor to the Journal of the Hoyal Anthropological 
Institute. Dr. Hetherwick was twice a member of 
the Legislative Council, and received the thanks of 
the Colonial Office and the C.B.E. for his services to 
native welfare. 
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