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Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland 
THE recently published report for 1937-38 of the 

Carnegie Trust for the Universities of Scotland in
cludes detailed reviews by Sir William Bragg and 
other eminent authorities of the operation during the 
quinquennium 1933-38 of the Trust's scheme for the 
endowment of post-graduate study and research. 
The scheme involved last year the expenditure of 
£19,000-about 15 per cent of the Trust's total dis
bursements, of which £51,000 went in grants to 
universities and colleges and £54,000 in assisting 
needy students to pay their class fees. The reports 
indicate that its results amply justified the research 
scheme, being fully up to the standard set in previous 
years. A noteworthy feature of its operation is the 
large number of the recipients of awards of fellowships 
and scholarships who are appointed to responsible 
positions on the staffs of universities and other 
institutions for teaching and research. This, remarks 
Prof. J. T. Wilson, emeritus professor of the Univer
sity of Cambridge, in his report on the biological and 
medical section of the scheme,· is in keeping with one 
of its outstanding functions : the establishment and 
reinforcement of a trained corps of scientific investi
gators constantly available for recruitment to the 
service of the community in its higher schools of 
scientific learning. As regards expenditure by the 
Trust on payment of class fees, a number of the 
beneficiaries afterwards refund the amounts thus 
paid on their behalf. Such voluntary refunds fluctuate 
between 2! and 5 per cent of the total amounts 
advanced by the Trust. 

Chemical Society : Anniversary Meetings 
THE anniversary meetings of the Chemical Society 

were held in London on March 29-31. On March 29, 
the Rutherford Memorial Lecture entitled "Lord 
Rutherford : His Life and Influence on Chemistry" 
was given by Sir Henry Tizard, at the Royal Insti
tution (see p. 651). In the evening, fellows of the 
Society and their guests, numbering in all about four 
hundred, were entertained by the chairman and 
directors of Imperial Chemical Industries, Ltd., at 
Imperial Chemical House. On March 30, there were 
visits in the morning to Bedford College for Women 
and to the Wellcome Research Institution, where 
conducted parties were taken over the Museum of 
Medical Science and the Historical Medical Museum 
and the Chemical and Physiological Research 
Laboratories. In the afternoon, the business part 
of the annual general meeting was held at Burlington 
House, and the presentation of the Longstaff 
Medal for 1939 was made to Prof. I. M. Heilbron 
and of the Harrison Memorial Prize for 1938 to Mr. 
Alexander King. Prof. F. G. Donnan then delivered 
his presidential address entitled "The Role of 
Osmotic Pressure in the Development of Chemical 
and Biochemical Science". The anniversary dinner 
was held the same evening at Grosvenor House, the 
number present being 270. Prof. F. G. Donnan 
occupied the chair, the principal guest of the evening 
being Viscount Samuel. On March 31, there were 
visits to the British Drug Houses, Ltd., and also to 

the Central Laboratories of the Shell Marketing Co., 
Ltd., at Fulham. In the afternoon, there were visits 
to the Research and Development Department of 
the Distillers Company at Great Burgh, Epsom, and 
to the Laboratories of the Research Association of 
British Paint, Colour and Varnish Manufacturers at 
Teddington. The following have been elected officers 
of the Society : President, Sir Robert Robinson ; 
Treasurer, F. P. Dunn; Secretary, Prof. G. M. 
Bennett. 

Population and Fertility 
A PAMPHLET of 101 pages, entitled "Population 

and Fertility", has been issued by the Population 
Investigation Committee, 69 - Eccleston Square, 
London, S.W.1 (price 3s.). It has been prepared for 
the Committee by Mr. D. V. Glass and Dr. C. P. 
Blacker. The Population Investigation Committee 
was formed to examine the trends of population in 
Great Britain and the Dominions and to investigate 
the causes of these trends with special reference 
to the fall in the birth-rate. Many causes for 
this decline have been suggested ; but multiple 
causes are at work affecting different occupations 
and different parts of the country in many complicated 
ways, so that effective counter-measures will not be 
easy to find. The problem is to find out how and why 
fertility has declined. For analysis of the first part, 
statistics of birth-rates and fertility-rates are given 
for England and Wales, the Ddminions, U.S.A., 
Sweden, Germany, France, Italy, Ukraine and 
Japan. The table of net reproduction-rates for 
thirteen countries shows that only five of these 
populations are now replacing themselves. Interest
ing details are given regarding the history of the 
census in Great Britain and the recent Population 
(Statistics) Bill. It is pointed out that the latter is 
inadequate for a full fertility census, and certain 
additional questions are suggested for the next 
census. In the last two chapters, the limitations of 
vital registration statistics in analysing the psycho
logical motives of childlessness are discussed and 
possible counter-measures are considered. 

Royal Aeronautical Society 
THE Royal Aeoonautical Society has now moved 

into new headquarters at 4 Hamilton Place, London, 
W.1 This is the first time during its seventy-three 
years of existence that the Society has had its own 
building. The Society's new home is a four-story 
building which will allow for expanding activities for 
some years to come. The library will be one of the 
finest and best equipped aeronautical libraries in the 
world. There will be, in addition, a reading and other 
rooms for members and special committee rooms for 
the use of the many aeronautical committees which 
are now sitting. It is hoped to make the building the 
centre of aeronautical engineering and scientific 
activity in Great Britain. Dr. A. H. R. Fedden, 
president of the Society, announced at the recent 
annual general meeting that to meet the increasing 
work of the Society and the upkeep of its new premises 
a fund of £100,000 is being aimed at, to which more 


	Chemical Society : Anniversary Meetings



