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should be transferred at the earliest opportunity from 
the centre to affiliated casualty base hospitals in the 
outer areas. 

The Palreontographical Society 
AT the annual meeting of the Palreontographical 

Society held in the rooms of the Geological Society 
on March 31, the Council reported that the Society's 
ninety-first annual volume had been issued during 
the pBBt year. This volume contains the first part 
of a new monograph on the Carboniferous Rugose 
Corals of Scotland by Dr. Dorothy Hill. Largely 
based on the extensive and oft-quoted material 
studied by James Thomson and afterwards dis
organized by the fire in the · Kilmarnock Museum in 
1909, this monograph introduces considerable simpli
fication in systematic nomenclature.· Further instal
ments of the monographs on Cambrian trilobites by 
Mr. P. Lake and on corallian ammonites by Dr. 
W. J. Arckell are also included in this volume. The 
work of the Society in publishing illustrations and 
descriptions of fossils collected in Great Britain has 
been materially assisted by an allotment of £100, 
from the Government Publication Grant administered 
by the Royal Society, towards the issue of the mono
graph on corallian ammonites. Other donations 
mentioned in the report include sums of money 
received from the Colston Research Fund of the 
University of Bristol and from Miss MaryS. Johnston. 
Monographs which are also in progress include 
Pleistocene Mammalia (Prof. S. H. Reynolds), 
Cretaceous Belemnites (Prof. H. H. Swinnerton, 
Gault Ammonoidea (Dr. L. F. Spath), Great Oolite 
Brachiopoda (Dr. Helen Muir-Wood), Dendroid 
Graptolites (Dr. 0. M. B. Bulman) and Palreozoic 
Asterozoa (Dr. W. K. Spencer). The following officers 
were elected for the ensuing year: President, Sir A. 
Smith Woodward ; Treasurer, W. E. F. Macmillan ; 
Secretary, Dr. C. J. Stubblefield. 

Mayan Chronology: New Evidence 
A JOINT expedition of the Smithsonian Institution, 

Washington, and the National Geographic Society, 
which is engaged in the excavation of a site at Tres 
Zapotes, in the State of Vera Cruz, southern Mexico 
(according to a communication issued by Science 
Service, Washington), has discovered a date monu
ment which, it is anticipated, will settle a much
debated question of the authentic age of the reputedly 
earliest known dated Mayan object, and at the same 
time determine how and when the ancient Maya first 
spread over Central America. The site at Tres 
Zapotes, it is to be noted, is at least one hundred 
miles west of what had hitherto been believed to be 
the Mayan zone. Reports of the early results of 
excavation indicate that the site at Tres Zapotes is 
early ; but the dating of the recently discovered 
monument is in the so-called 'short' style, which has 
generally been regarded as a late invention. Apart 
from its intrinsic interest, the question whether this 
style of dating was or was hot in use in the early 
period of Mayan civilization is ·of importance in its 
bearing on the age of the famous jade statuette of a 
priest now in the National .Museum, Washington. 

This statuette bears a dating equivalent, on the 
Spinden correlation, to May 16, 98 B.c., and if this 
be taken at its face value, the statuette is the oldest 
known dated Mayan object. The date, however, is 
written according to the 'short' system, and question, 
therefore, has been raised whether the dating is 
contemporary, or was added in a later period, or 
whether, indeed, the statuette itself may not be an 
archaistic piece. Dr. Matthew W. Stirling, who is in 
charge of the excavation, has summoned a conference 
of archreologists to be held on the site, to discuss 
whether they confirm his concl11sion that the newly 
discovered monument is 'early'. 

Eoliths 
A COMMUNICATION from Mr. A. S. Barnes traverses 

the arguments put forward by Mr. J. Reid Moir for 
the human origin of the pre-Crag implement (see 
NATURE of January 28, p. 151) and deals seriatim 
with the characters upon which he relies. The 
problem of the differences between natural and 
human flaking is discussed by Mr. Barnes at length 
in the current issue of the American Anthropologist 
(41, 1, 1939, p. 99). He there maintains that the 
arguments for the human origin of pre-Crag imple
ments are for the most part purely subjective, while 
it has been shown that purely natural forces are able 
to produce flaking similar to that on eoliths, and 
further, that the flaking on eoliths differs from that 
on human work. Although attempts have been 
made to formulate objective differences between the 
flake detached by man and those detached by 
natural agencies, such as 'resolved flakes' and flakes 
with certain other characteristics, these effects, Mr. 
Barnes holds, are found on flake fractures by for
tuitous pressure as well as by man. After recapi
tulating the factors operating in natural and artificial 
fracture, Mr. Barnes goes on to suggest that a criterion 
of human workmanship, readily measurable and 
common to both classes of flaking, natm;al and 
artificial, is to be found in the angle platform-scar, 
which he defines as the dihedral scar formed by the 
intersection of the surface on which the blow has 
been struck, or pressure applied, and the surface of 
the scar left by the flake removed. As the result of 
an investigation of a large number of specimens by 
this method it has been found that an industry, or 
supposed industry, may be regarded as of human 
origin if not more than 25 per cent of the angles 
platform-scar are obtuse, that is, 90° and over. 
None of the eoliths examined by Mr. Barnes complies 
with this criterion, and, he maintains, cannot there
fore be considered to be of human origin. 

Encouraging Inventions 
THE Paris International Trade Fair will be held 

during May 13-29. An interesting feature is the 
Inventions Competition (Concoms d'Inventions), 
which is open and free to every inventor. An in
vention of any type may be entered. It may take 
the form of a new apparatus or device or it may 
be an improvement which· can be incorporated in 
existing machinery or material. There is a strict 
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